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Page 07 : GS 2 : Social justice : Health 
Shankar Dhange has been ghting against the private diagnostics sector in Maharashtra after his sister’s death, allegedly caused 

by incorrect test results before her surgery. 

 The case highlights the problem of unqualied personnel signing off on medical tests, which can lead to wrong 

treatments and complications. 

 

Background and Problem in the Diagnostics Sector 
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 The diagnostics sector in India is facing a signicant crisis due to the rapid expansion of medical laboratories and 

diagnostic facilities. 

 There are approximately 300,000 labs across India, contributing to about 9% of the healthcare industry. 

 This sector is estimated to be worth ₹860 billion in 2024 and projected to reach ₹1,275 billion by 2028. 

 Despite this growth, the sector remains under-regulated, fragmented, and predominantly biased toward urban areas. 

Regulatory Framework and Challenges 

 The Clinical Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act, 2010, aims to regulate diagnostic centers by ensuring 

registration and setting minimum standards. 

 As of now, only 12 states and Union Territories, excluding Delhi, have adopted the Act. Some states like Kerala and 

Karnataka have their own regulations, but implementation has been poor. 

 The sector remains fragmented with many small, unorganised labs that lack accreditation, leading to varying quality 

standards. 

Shortage of Skilled Manpower 

 A signicant shortage of trained doctors and lab technicians affects the quality of services in diagnostic centers. 

 Accredited labs are required to have full-time technicians, but many smaller labs cannot afford such staff, leading to 

unreliable results. 

 Research shows a lack of microbiologists and trained personnel in some areas, exacerbating the problem. 

Ghost Pathologists and Fraudulent Practices 

 The shortage of qualied pathologists leads to practices where lab reports may be signed off by ghost pathologists or 

even by unqualied staff, sometimes in exchange for money. 

 This is a widespread issue across many states, with “technician-only” labs being run by non-qualied personnel in some 

places. 

Urban-Rural Divide 

 A signicant disparity exists in the availability of diagnostic facilities between urban and rural areas. 

 Despite nearly 70% of the population living in rural areas, only 24% of diagnostics revenue comes from these regions. 

 Government-run labs are under-equipped and have limited operational hours, forcing patients to rely on expensive 

private labs. 

Pricing and Affordability 

 The private diagnostics sector is also marked by high pricing, though government initiatives in states like Telangana 

and Kerala are addressing these issues. 

 For example, Telangana’s ‘T-Diagnostics’ initiative has saved patients over ₹1,100 crore by providing affordable tests, 

but logistical challenges persist. 

Problems Faced by Smaller Labs 
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 Many small labs face difculties due to regulatory requirements regarding space and educational qualications. 

 In states like Kerala and Tamil Nadu, small labs struggle to meet the minimum standards required by law. 

 Lab associations are asking for relaxed rules regarding space requirements and better training programs for 

technicians from outside the state. 

Sector’s Desire for Standardization 

 While the diagnostics sector is fragmented, there is a strong desire for better regulation and standardization. 

 Associations are calling for stricter licensing and accreditation mandates, better supervision by qualied pathologists, 

and mandatory adherence to quality standards in testing, reporting, and sample collection. 

Conclusion 

 The diagnostics sector faces major challenges such as under-regulation, a shortage of qualied personnel, and 

widespread fraudulent practices. 

 These issues directly impact patient health and safety by leading to inaccurate diagnoses and improper treatments.. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Unqualied personnel in the diagnostics sector can lead to inaccurate medical test results, affecting patient safety. 

Discuss the challenges in regulating private diagnostic labs in India and suggest measures to ensure quality control. (250 

Words /15 marks)  
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Indian Polity 
On January 30, 2024, the Supreme Court allowed High Courts to appoint retired judges on an ad-hoc basis. 

 

Supreme Court’s Decision on Ad-hoc Judges 

 These judges can only hear criminal appeals and must work as part of a Bench led by a sitting judge. 

 The decision relaxes a previous rule set in the Lok Prahari case (2021), which limited such appointments to High Courts 

where judicial vacancies exceeded 20% of the sanctioned strength. 

How are Ad-hoc Judges Appointed? 

 Article 224-A, introduced in 1963, allows the appointment of retired judges to High Courts. 

 Such appointments require the consent of the retired judge and the President of India. 

 Ad-hoc judges receive allowances as determined by the President’s order and hold the same powers as sitting High 

Court judges. 

 The process is detailed in the 1998 Memorandum of Procedure (MoP). 

When are Ad-hoc Judges Appointed? 

 The Lok Prahari case set conditions for appointing ad-hoc judges. 

 The Supreme Court identied several “trigger points” for appointments, including: 

 Vacancies exceeding 20% of the High Court’s sanctioned strength. 

 Cases pending for over ve years in a particular category. 

 More than 10% of total cases pending for ve years or more. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 Case clearance rate is lower than the rate of new lings. 

 The Supreme Court recommended forming a panel of retired and soon-to-retire judges for appointments. 

Key Changes in the Latest Order 

 As of January 25, 2024, 62 lakh cases are pending in High Courts. 

 Of these, 18.2 lakh are criminal cases, and 44 lakh are civil cases. 

 The Supreme Court removed the 20% vacancy rule, allowing more High Courts to appoint ad-hoc judges. 

 However, these judges can only hear criminal appeals. 

 The number of ad-hoc judges cannot exceed 10% of a High Court’s sanctioned judicial strength. 

 This means each High Court can appoint only 2 to 5 ad-hoc judges. 

Past Instances of Ad-hoc Judicial Appointments 

 Only three documented cases of ad-hoc judicial appointments exist: 

 1972: Justice Suraj Bhan (Madhya Pradesh High Court) handled election petitions. 

 1982: Justice P. Venugopal (Madras High Court) was appointed as an ad-hoc judge. 

 2007: Justice O.P. Srivastava (Allahabad High Court) presided over the Ayodhya title suits. 

Conclusion 

 The Supreme Court’s decision to appoint retired judges as ad-hoc judges for criminal appeals aims to tackle the 

massive backlog of cases in High Courts. 

 This move seeks to enhance judicial efciency while maintaining accountability and fairness. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : : Discuss the signicance of appointing retired judges as ad-hoc judges under Article 224-A of the Indian Constitution in 

addressing judicial backlog. (150 Words /10 marks) 
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Page 15 : GS 2 : International Relations 

The U.S. administration’s decision to close USAID has led to widespread criticism and concerns over its global impact. 

 The aid freeze affects humanitarian efforts in healthcare, education, and development across multiple countries. 

 China is stepping in to ll the aid vacuum. 
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USAID (United States Agency for International Development): 

 Purpose: USAID is a U.S. government agency that provides foreign aid to support global development and 

humanitarian efforts. 

 Establishment: It was created in 1961 by President John F. Kennedy to promote economic growth, democracy, and 

disaster relief worldwide. 

 Key Areas of Work: USAID funds programs in healthcare, education, agriculture, environmental protection, and 

poverty reduction. 

 Global Reach: It operates in over 120 countries, including Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East. 

 Health Initiatives: It has supported HIV/AIDS treatment, maternal healthcare, and malaria prevention programs. 

 Recent Works: In 2024, USAID allocated billions of dollars to humanitarian and development projects worldwide. 
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In News : National Lok Adalat Scheme 

Lok Adalats serve as an effective alternative dispute resolution mechanism. 

 Lok Adalats aim to reduce court pendency and settle disputes at various stages. 

Purpose of Lok Adalats 

 Lok Adalats help in reducing the number of pending cases in courts. 

 They settle disputes quickly, even before they reach the courts. 

 This system ensures easy and cost-effective justice for people. 

Role in Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) 

 Lok Adalats are an effective way to resolve disputes outside regular courts. 

 They reduce the burden on the judiciary and help in faster justice delivery. 

 The process is simple, informal, and does not involve complex legal procedures. 

Types of Lok Adalats 

 State Lok Adalats 

o Organized based on local requirements by Legal Services Authorities. 

o Handle both pre-litigation and post-litigation cases. 

 National Lok Adalats 

o Conducted four times a year across all courts, including the Supreme Court. 

o Scheduled in 2025 for 8th March, 10th May, 13th September, and 13th December. 

 Permanent Lok Adalats 

o Set up in districts for resolving public utility service disputes. 

o They provide a compulsory pre-litigation mechanism. 

 Impact of Lok Adalats 

o They have successfully resolved many cases in the past two years. 

o They help in speedy dispute resolution, beneting both courts and people. 

o Lok Adalats make the legal system more accessible, efcient, and people-friendly. 
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In News : G20 Boycott 

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio announced he would not attend the G20 Foreign Ministers’ meeting in 

Johannesburg, citing concerns over South Africa’s policies. 

Analysis of the news: 

What is G20? 

 The G20 is an informal group of 19 countries and the European Union, with representatives of the 

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 

The G20 membership comprises a mix of the world’s largest advanced and emerging economies, Together, 

South Africa’s Case Against Israel at ICJ 

 the G20 members represent more than 80% of world GDP, 75% of international trade and 60% of 

the world population. 

 The core reason behind Rubio’s announcement appears to be South Africa’s genocide case against 

Israel at the International Court of Justice (ICJ). 

 Many US Republicans, including Senator Lindsey Graham, have opposed the ICJ’s proceedings, 

viewing them as biased. 

 South Africa, along with Malaysia, has formed a “Hague Group” to support the ICJ and counter 

potential US sanctions against the court. 

 This legal and diplomatic stance has further strained US-South Africa relations. 

Targeting the ICC and ICJ: US-Israel Nexus 

 The US has historically opposed international legal action against Israel, with Trump’s rst 

administration imposing sanctions on the International Criminal Court (ICC). While Biden reversed 

these measures, the US reconsidered its stance after ICC announced investigations into both Israeli  

and Hamas leaders. 

 The recent US House bill (H.R. 8282), which proposes new sanctions on the ICC, reects ongoing 

efforts to shield Israel from international legal scrutiny. 

G20 and the Future of US Engagement 

 Rubio’s boycott raises questions about the US commitment to the G20 under Trump’s leadership. 

 South Africa currently chairs the G20, and Trump’s past interactions with the group have been 

marked by isolationist policies and trade disputes. 
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 The uncertainty over Trump 2.0’s stance on multilateralism could impact G20’s effectiveness, 

potentially increasing Russian and Chinese inuence if the US distances itself. 

India’s Concerns and Strategic Implications 

 India has positioned the G20 as a key forum for addressing global challenges and has beneted from 

its leadership in the Global South. 

 Under Biden, India’s G20 presidency in 2023 received strong US support, reinforcing India’s 

diplomatic role. 

 However, a Trump administration’s transactional approach could undermine India’s Global South 

strategy if Washington deprioritizes multilateral engagement. 

Conclusion: 

 If the US withdraws from G20 leadership, it could weaken the institution and shift global inuence 

toward Russia and China. 

 Alternatively, Rubio’s announcement may be a negotiation tactic, pressuring South Africa to soften 

its stance on Israel. 

 India must navigate these shifts carefully, balancing its Global South leadership with its strategic 

partnerships with both the US and G20 members. 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper 03 :  Enviroment 

PYQ (UPSC CSE (M) GS-3 2014): Environmental impact assessment studies are 

increasingly undertaken before the project is cleared by the government. Discuss 

the environmental impacts of coal-red thermal plants located at Pitheads. (200 

words/12.5m)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Analyze the role of thermal power in India’s energy 

mix. Discuss the challenges it faces in terms of environmental sustainability and the 

transition towards cleaner energy sources. (250 Words /15 marks) 
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Context : 

 On December 30, 2024, India’s Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 

extended the deadline for thermal power plants to meet sulphur dioxide (SO₂) emission norms. 

 The new deadline pushes compliance back by three years. 

Deadline Extension Without Justication 

 This delay affects around 20 GW of thermal plants, which are located in densely populated areas. 

 No reason was provided for the extension, marking another delay in a decade-long process of 

implementing emission norms. 

Revised Norms Introduced in 2015 

 In December 2015, MoEFCC introduced stricter emission norms after public consultations. 

 All thermal plants were expected to comply by December 2017. 

 The norms included limits on particulate matter emissions and, for the rst time, introduced 

standards for SO₂ emissions. 

 These norms aligned with those in countries like Australia, China, and the United States. 

Shifting Focus in the Debate 

 Indian coal has lower sulphur content, making it easier to meet SO₂ emission norms compared to 

high-sulphur coal. 

 However, discussions focused on challenges in using Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) technology, 

which removes sulphur from high-sulphur coal. 

 FGDs were never mandatory, but debates centered around their high cost, long installation time, 

and supply chain issues. 

Government Reports and Changing Opinions 

 2020-2021: The Central Electricity Authority (CEA) questioned uniform emission norms and 

proposed extending deadlines to 2035. 

 2022: A study by IIT Delhi found FGDs improve air quality but recommended delays due to high 

costs and increased greenhouse gas emissions. 

 2024: A study by NITI Aayog and CSIR-NEERI suggested SO₂ norms were less important than 

particulate matter norms for air quality. 
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 Despite these studies, a consensus was never reached before norms were rst implemented, leading 

to repeated extensions. 

Repeated Extensions and Varying Deadlines 

 Over the years, MoEFCC weakened some norms and extended deadlines four times. 

 New deadlines: 

o Particulate matter emissions: Final deadline December 31, 2024 (some plants had to comply 

by 2022-2023). 

o SO₂ emissions: New deadline December 31, 2027. 

 There is no public data on whether plants follow particulate matter norms. 

Financial Burden on Electricity Consumers 

 Many plants tendered contracts for FGDs but not fast enough to meet deadlines. 

 Electricity regulators allowed plants to pass FGD costs to consumers, even if they do not meet 

emission norms. 

Current status: 

 22 GW of thermal plants have installed FGDs. 

 102 GW (nearly 50% of India’s thermal power) is in advanced FGD installation stages. With deadlines 

extended, many plants may not use FGDs to save costs, leading to: 

o Consumers paying for unused equipment. 

o No air quality improvement for nearby areas for at least three more years. 

Long-Term Implications 

 Delays in SO₂ norms cause serious environmental, health, and nancial impacts. 

 It is uncertain whether India will learn from these delays and improve pollution control policies. 

Conclusion 

 Repeated extensions in SO₂ emission norms show regulatory inefciencies and nancial strain on 

consumers. 

 These delays increase environmental risks and raise concerns about India’s commitment to pollution 

control and public health. 

 


