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Page 01 &14 :GS II : International Relations / Preliminary Examination 

The 25th round of Special Representatives (SR) talks between India’s National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign 

Minister Wang Yi in Beijing marks a significant shift from tactical disengagement to strategic risk management. The discussions 

focused on border delimitation, maintaining peace along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), and restoring broader bilateral ties 

ahead of key diplomatic events. 

 

Key Highlights of the SR Talks 

 Border Delimitation Focus: Both sides discussed advancing talks on boundary delimitation, building on the decision to 

establish an Expert Group under the Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination (WMCC) for "early 

harvest" agreements in less contentious LAC sectors. 

 Political Guidance: Strategic direction provided by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping during their 

October 2024 Kazan interaction has catalyzed steady normalisation. 

 Leadership Engagement: The talks pave the way for high-level interaction at the upcoming BRICS Summit in New 

Delhi. 

 Institutional Framework: Both nations reaffirmed commitment to the 2005 Political Parameters and Guiding 

Principles to seek a fair, reasonable, and mutually acceptable boundary solution. 
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Core Analysis: Operational Priorities & Strategic Realities 

 Institutionalising Border Stability: Rather than expecting an immediate resolution to the complex boundary question, 

the immediate priority is managing operational risks, preventing military miscalculations, and establishing robust 

communication protocols. 

 Strategic Risk Management: The current phase reflects "competitive coexistence." While both countries aim to 

stabilize economic and diplomatic ties, structural competition, strategic divergence in the Indo-Pacific, and historical 

distrust persist. 

 Geopolitical Drivers: Shifting global dynamics—including fluctuations in U.S.-India trade and strategic alignment 

alongside temporary stabilization in U.S.-China ties—provide both Delhi and Beijing with tactical incentives to diversify 

their diplomatic options. 

Static Dimensions & Civil Services Relevance 

1. Boundary Question Mechanisms (GS Paper II) 

 Special Representatives (SR) Mechanism: Established in 2003 to find a political solution to the boundary problem. 

Operates across three stages: agreeing on guiding principles, establishing a framework resolution, and delimiting 

borders on maps and ground. 

 2005 Agreement: Outlines political parameters, emphasizing that settled populations must not be disturbed in any 

final settlement. 
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 WMCC (2012): Focuses on operational border management, consultation, and confidence-building measures (CBMs). 

2. The Three Sectors of the India-China Border 

 Western Sector (Ladakh): Disputed territory of Aksai Chin; differing perceptions of the LAC. 

 Middle Sector (Himachal Pradesh & Uttarakhand): Relatively peaceful and settled; primary candidate for "early 

harvest" boundary delimitation. 

 Eastern Sector (Arunachal Pradesh & Sikkim): China claims sovereignty over Arunachal Pradesh (South Tibet); India 

recognizes the McMahon Line. 

3. Strategic & Multilateral Dimensions (GS Paper II & III) 

 Multilateral Platforms: Cooperation in BRICS and SCO allows engagement despite bilateral friction, aiding global 

governance balance. 

 Economic Interdependence: Managing high trade deficits alongside selective de-risking in critical technology, 

infrastructure, and investment sectors. 

Key Challenges to Long-Term Stability 

 Lack of Clarified LAC: Non-demarcation of the LAC leaves scope for localized standoffs, patrolling overlaps, and sudden 

escalations. 

 Asymmetric Infrastructure: Accelerated Chinese infrastructure development along the border necessitates continuous 

defensive counter-investments by India. 

 Strategic Distrust: Entrenched strategic competition across South Asia and the Indian Ocean Region limits rapid 

normalization. 

Way Forward 

 Operationalize Early Harvests: Delineate undisputed or less contentious sections (primarily in the Middle Sector) to 

build mutual trust. 

 Standardize Border Management Protocols: Update existing CBMs to account for current troop deployments and 

advanced surveillance technologies. 

 Decouple Border Issues from Tactical Friction: Institutionalize regular military-to-military communication to prevent 

localized tactical events from stalling macro-level diplomatic engagements. 

The trajectory of India-China relations is moving toward structured risk management. By prioritizing border stability and 

steadying bilateral channels, both nations aim to substitute unpredictability along the LAC with a pragmatic model of 

competitive coexistence. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: With reference to the India-China boundary dispute, consider the following statements: 

1. The India-China boundary is conventionally divided into Western, Middle and Eastern sectors. 

2. The Western Sector primarily involves the boundary between Ladakh and Aksai Chin. 

3. The Middle Sector covers the boundary areas of Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 

4. The Eastern Sector includes Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A. 1, 2 and 3 only 

B. 1, 3 and 4 only 

C. 2 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans:D)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: “For India-China relations, peace and tranquillity along the Line of Actual Control is not merely a border-management 

objective but a prerequisite for broader bilateral normalisation.” Discuss.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 06 :GS III  : Environment / Preliminary Examination 

At the 17th Conference of Parties (COP17) to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in Ulaanbaatar, 

Mongolia, India called for a fundamental global transition from "reactive crisis management" to "proactive, technology-

enabled resilience." With over 40% of global land degraded, droughts have transformed from transient meteorological 

anomalies into systemic socio-economic development threats. 

Key Highlights of the Address 

 Drought as a Core Development Crisis: 

Escalating dry spells directly threaten food security, 

rural livelihoods, biodiversity, and macroeconomic 

stability. 

 Technology & Early Warning: Stressed early 

identification using satellite imagery, predictive 

modelling, and local monitoring to act before dry 

spells escalate into disasters. 

 "Restore Forest Before Flow":Emphasised 

riverscape forestry, catchment management, and 

soil water retention over piecemeal post-disaster 

financial packages. 

 Community-Centric Adaptation: Advocated 

empowering local communities with actionable 

data to absorb climatic shocks. 

Static Dimensions for UPSC (GS-I, GS-II & GS-III) 

1. International Frameworks (GS-II) 

 UNCCD Context: Established in 1994 following the 

1992 Rio Earth Summit. It is the only legally binding international agreement directly linking environmental 

management to sustainable land stewardship. 

 The Three Rio Conventions: UNFCCC (Climate Change), CBD (Biodiversity), and UNCCD (Land Degradation). 

2. Drought Types & Vulnerability in India (GS-I & GS-III) 

 Types: Meteorological (rainfall deficit), Hydrological (water storage depletion), Agricultural (crop moisture stress), and 

Socio-economic (supply-demand mismatch). 

 Indian Exposure: Nearly 68% of India’s net sown area is vulnerable to droughts in varying degrees, predominantly in 

semi-arid and dryland regions (e.g., Marathwada, Bundelkhand, Rayalaseema). 
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3. Institutional & Policy Interventions (GS-III) 

 Catchment Forestry: Integrating Afforestation with watershed restoration (NMCG, CAMPA). 

 National Initiatives: Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY - Per Drop More Crop), MGNREGA (water 

harvesting assets), and Drought Management Manual (2016). 

 Space Technology: Soil moisture tracking using ISRO satellites for real-time drought trigger assessments. 

Key Challenges in Implementing Proactive Resilience 

 Data Disconnect: Lag between high-resolution satellite warnings and field-level execution by district authorities. 

 Financial Constraints: Global climate finance remains skewed toward post-disaster relief rather than long-term 

ecological restoration. 

 Over-extraction of Groundwater: Unregulated tube well usage negates recharge efforts made through watershed 

management. 

Conclusion & Way Forward 

Shifting from relief to resilience requires synchronising nature-based solutions with early-warning technology. India’s paradigm 

of integrated watershed management and riverscape forestry offers a practical blueprint for UNCCD member nations. To 

safeguard vulnerable agrarian communities, global governance must prioritize long-term land restoration finance over 

emergency relief expenditures. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: Consider the following pairs: 

Type of drought  Characteristic 

1. Meteorological drought Deficiency in precipitation 

2. Agricultural drought  Insufficient soil moisture for crops 

3. Hydrological drought  Depletion of surface and groundwater resources 

4. Socio-economic drought Failure of water availability to meet demand for goods and services 

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 1, 2 and 3 only 

C. 2, 3 and 4 only 

D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: D)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:“Drought is no longer merely a meteorological phenomenon; it is increasingly becoming a systemic socio-economic 

crisis.” Explain the different types of drought and examine their cascading impacts on Indian society and economy.(10 Marks, 

150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 07:GS I : Geography / Preliminary Examination 

The 2026 monsoon highlighted a growing divergence between macroscopic climate predictability and localized, sub-seasonal 

weather reality. While global coupled dynamic models successfully forecasted the 2026 El Niño, they struggled to capture 

spatial and temporal intra-seasonal variations—such as the sharp swing from a 40% rainfall deficit in June to a 1% surplus in 

July. This breakdown underscores the challenge of modeling monsoon behavior under the compounding influences of global 

warming and anthropogenic land-use changes. 

 

Core Challenges in Current Monsoon Modeling 

 Spatial and Temporal Vagaries: Coupled models predict All-India Summer Monsoon Rainfall (AISMR) reasonably well 

at seasonal scales (approx. 60% accuracy). However, they face high uncertainty when predicting local break-active 

spells, onset surges, and regional extremes. 
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 Non-Linear Climate Interplay: Global warming alters traditional teleconnections (e.g., El Niño Southern Oscillation and 

Indian Ocean Dipole). Warmer atmospheric temperatures increase moisture-holding capacity (Clausius-Clapeyron 

relation), leading to localized short-duration, high-intensity rainfall events. 

 Local Amplifiers: Dynamics like urban heat islands, deforestation, land-use shifts, and intensive irrigation alter local 

microclimates. Traditional physical models often fail to parameterize these fine-grained variables. 

 Limitations of Purely Dynamic Models: High computational costs and gaps in ocean-atmosphere-land physics hinder 

traditional Earth System Models from providing hyper-local, sub-kilometer forecasts. 

Static Dimensions & Constitutional Context (UPSC Relevance) 

 Physical Geography (GS Paper I): 

o Mechanism of the Indian Monsoon: Southwest monsoon branches, intra-seasonal oscillation (ISO), Madden-

Julian Oscillation (MJO), and Equatorial Indian Ocean Oscillation (EQUINOO). 

o Climate Change & Extreme Events: Increased frequency of localized mini-cloudbursts and prolonged dry spells. 

 Governance & Disaster Management (GS Paper III): 

o Article 21 (Right to Life): Extends to climate resilience, disaster mitigation, and safeguarding agricultural 

livelihoods. 

o Federal Framework: Agriculture and Water are State subjects (List II), while Disaster Management relies on 

national frameworks (NDMA Act, 2005). Accurate forecasts are vital for inter-state water sharing and disaster 

preparation. 

o Economic Security: Agricultural production relies heavily on monsoon performance, directly affecting food 

security, rural demand, and retail inflation targeting (RBI framework). 

The Road Ahead: Hybrid Physics-AI Modeling 

 Integrating AI/ML: Artificial Intelligence can detect complex non-linear patterns from multi-decadal datasets without 

requiring explicit physics parameterization, offering faster and cheaper downscaling. 

 Hybrid Dynamic-AI Frameworks: Combining physics-based models (for conservation laws) with AI algorithms (for local 

micro-scale dynamics) improves prediction at farm and neighborhood levels. 

 Expanding Observation Networks: High-density Doppler Weather Radars (DWR), ocean buoys, and satellite sensors 

are essential to train machine learning tools on local micro-variables. 

 Public-Private-Community Partnerships (PPCP): Co-producing sector-specific advisories (e.g., crop-specific climate risk 

insurance, urban flood warning systems like I-FLOWS) directly addresses end-user tolerance for forecast uncertainty. 

Conclusion 
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The unpredictability of the 2026 monsoon serves as a reminder that seasonal forecasting is no longer sufficient for socio-

economic planning. To protect rural livelihoods and urban infrastructure from climate volatility, India must move toward 

hybrid forecasting platforms that merge physical dynamics with artificial intelligence. Upgrading forecasting tools from macro-

regional estimates to hyper-local, actionable insights is essential for climate resilience and sustainable economic growth. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: The Clausius-Clapeyron relationship is particularly relevant to climate studies because: 

A. It explains the reversal of ocean currents during El Niño. 

B. It establishes a relationship between atmospheric temperature and the moisture-holding capacity of air. 

C. It explains the formation of the subtropical jet stream. 

D. It determines the duration of the southwest monsoon over India 

Ans:B) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question:“The Indian monsoon is a complex coupled ocean-atmosphere-land phenomenon rather than a simple seasonal wind 

reversal.” Explain the major factors governing its spatial and temporal variability.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 08 :GS III :Science and Tech 

The editorial highlights a critical paradigm shift in India's space ecosystem. Historically, space achievements served as symbols of 

national prestige and technological capability for a developing nation. Today, however, space infrastructure has evolved into the 

core operational backbone of global communications, finance, weather monitoring, and 

national defense. 

While celebration of milestone achievements like Chandrayaan-3 remains important, the 

long-term viability of India’s private and public space sectors will depend on commercial 

competitiveness, cost efficiency, and high-frequency launch reliability rather than public 

romanticism or national prestige. 

Key Issues & Challenges Highlighted 

 High Cost per Kilogram to Orbit: According to recent economic analyses, 

launching a kilogram into Low-Earth Orbit (LEO) via Indian rockets costs roughly 

$13,302/kg, significantly higher than the global average ($3,868/kg) and 

competitors like China ($5,809/kg) or the US ($3,225/kg). 

 Low Launch Frequency: In 2025, India achieved only 5 launches against a target 

of 30. Low operational cadence prevents economies of scale and slows the 

accumulation of flight-proven reliability records. 

 Payload Capacity Constraints: The operational payload limit of ISRO's heaviest 

launcher, LVM-3, forces heavy domestic satellites (e.g., GSAT-N2 at 4,700 kg) to 

rely on foreign commercial providers like SpaceX. 

 Commercial Reliance on Foreign Launchers: Indian private space startups (e.g., 

Pixxel, Digantara) frequently choose global operators for launch reliability and cost 

efficiency, bypassing domestic options. 

 Global Market Dominance: SpaceX currently lofts over three-quarters of global 

payload capacity, creating a near-monopolistic standard for cost and turnaround 

time that new market entrants must contend with. 

Static Dimensions & Constitutional Context (UPSC Relevance) 

 General Studies Paper III (Science & Technology): 

o Indian Space Association (ISpA) & IN-SPACe: Regulatory frameworks 

designed to decentralize ISRO’s burden by enabling private sector 

Participation in launch vehicles, ground stations, and satellite fabrication. 

o Space Policy 2023: Division of responsibilities among ISRO (R&D), IN-

SPACe (authorization/regulation), and NSIL (commercialization). 

o Indigenization of Technology: Development of Next-Generation Launch Vehicles (NGLV) with reusable 

technology to lower launch costs per kilogram. 

 General Studies Paper III (Economy & Infrastructure): 
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o FDI in Space Sector: Recent policy liberalizations allowing up to 100% Foreign Direct Investment (via automatic 

and government routes depending on the sub-sector) to attract long-term capital. 

o Economic Value Creation: Shifting the focus from state-funded exploratory missions to high-value industrial 

employment, manufacturing supply chains, and export tax revenues. 

 Governance & National Security: 

o Space domain awareness, dual-use satellite infrastructure for border surveillance, secure military 

communications, and satellite-based navigation systems (NavIC). 

Strategic Roadmap for the Space Sector 

 Develop Reusable & Heavy-Lift Capability: Prioritize operationalizing reusable launch vehicles (RLVs) and expanding 

LVM-3/NGLV payload capacities to lower the cost-per-kg to globally competitive levels. 

 Scale Private Launch Ecosystem: Shift routine satellite manufacturing and small-satellite launch operations (SSLV) fully 

to private consortia, allowing ISRO to focus exclusively on advanced R&D and deep-space exploration. 

 Establish Launch Cadence & Infrastructure: Expand launchpad infrastructure at Sriharikota and the upcoming 

Kulasekarapattinam spaceport to increase turn-around rates and meet projected launch schedules. 

 Focus on Downstream Applications: Build domestic capabilities in Earth observation data processing, satellite 

communication services, and space-situational awareness platforms to capture high-value market segments. 

 Foster Public-Private Partnerships: Encourage domestic private startups to utilize ISRO's testing facilities while 

securing anchor tenancy agreements where the government acts as an early buyer of private space services. 

Conclusion 

India's space sector is at a pivotal junction where narrative-driven prestige must give way to industrial competitiveness. To 

secure a meaningful share of the global space economy, national strategy must focus on building cost-effective heavy-lift 

capacity, achieving regular launch cadences, and enabling domestic startups to compete globally. Deep-space exploration and 

lunar missions showcase technological ambitions, but sustained commercial viability and operational reliability remain the 

indispensable engines of long-term sector growth. 

 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “India's space programme must transition from a technology-demonstration model to a globally competitive space 

industry.” Discuss the major challenges and opportunities involved in this transition.(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page 12:GS III : Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 

The August edition of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Bulletin’s 'State of the Economy' article outlines a resilient domestic 

economy navigating significant global and micro-level headwinds. While domestic economic drivers maintain strong 

momentum, external volatility—such as West Asian geopolitical friction and trade policy shifts—poses ongoing risks to input 

supply chains and business sentiment.  

Key Macroeconomic Indicators & Drivers 

 Domestic Demand Dynamics: Buoyant consumption remains the 

cornerstone of domestic growth. Rural demand displays strong recovery, 

evidenced by accelerated vehicle and tractor sales (tractor sales rose 

28.1%, two-wheelers 28.3%). Petroleum product consumption returned to 

positive territory after three months of contraction, signaling robust 

ground-level economic activity.  

 Inflationary Trajectory: Headline Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation edged 

up marginally to 4.45% year-on-year (YoY) in July from 4.38% in June. This 

uptick was primarily driven by food supply-side shocks (meat, eggs, and 

spices registering double-digit inflation). Crucially, core inflation remained 

steady (3.9%), reflecting a limited pass-through of input cost pressures to 

broader consumer baskets.  

 Monsoon Recovery & Kharif Sowing: A recovery in monsoon activity during 

July offset the initial June deficit, helping total Kharif sown area approach 

previous-year levels. However, elevated food prices in early August highlight 

ongoing weather-driven risks to agriculture.  

 Trade & External Vulnerabilities: Merchandise exports hit a 4-month high, 

but imports expanded faster, widening the merchandise trade deficit. The 

gap was driven mainly by electronics imports. Elevated Indian Basket crude 

oil prices (~$89.7/barrel) and fresh US tariff adjustments remain structural uncertainties.  

Static Dimensions & Constitutional Framework (UPSC Relevance) 

 General Studies Paper III (Economy & Monetary Policy): 

o Monetary Policy Framework: The RBI's target under the Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework is 

4% (±2%). The persistent gap between headline inflation (4.45%) and target limits room for immediate rate 

cuts, keeping the repo rate on hold (5.25%).  

o Food Inflation vs. Core Inflation: Supply-side shocks (e.g., volatile agricultural output) require structural 

supply-chain interventions rather than pure demand-side monetary contraction.  
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o Trade Balance & External Sector: High merchandise deficits underline domestic structural gaps in capital and 

intermediate goods manufacturing (e.g., electronics assembly dependence).  

 Constitutional & Policy Context: 

o Article 293 / Fiscal Federalism: Stable state revenues driven by robust GST growth (15.4% YoY) support sub-

national capital expenditure.  

o Union List (Entry 42 - Foreign Trade & Entry 36 - Currency/Foreign Exchange): Union responsibility to cushion 

external trade shocks and maintain currency stability via macro-prudential tools and forex reserves 

management.  

Policy Imperatives & Strategy 

 Targeted Food Supply Management: Mitigate food price volatility through strategic buffer releases, targeted import 

duty adjustments on edible oils/pulses, and enhanced agricultural logistical efficiency.  

 Diversification of Energy & Supply Chains: Accelerate strategic petroleum reserve build-ups and shift toward localized 

electronics component manufacturing (via Production Linked Incentive - PLI schemes) to reduce structural import 

deficits.  

 Monetary Vigilance: Maintain a "wait-and-watch" stance on interest rates, ensuring second-round effects from 

elevated food/fuel prices do not de-anchor long-term inflation expectations.  

 Strengthening Export Competitiveness: Mitigate tariff shocks by deepening bilateral trade agreements with non-

traditional export markets (e.g., Latin America, Africa, and West Asia).  

Conclusion 

The Indian economy demonstrates underlying resilience, anchored by robust rural and urban demand, steady corporate 

balance sheets, and contained core inflation. However, elevated headline food inflation, volatile crude prices, and 

unpredictable monsoon patterns require coordinated fiscal and monetary vigilance. Navigating these supply-side disruptions 

will depend on targeted food management, supply chain localization, and sustained infrastructure investment to maintain 

medium-term growth momentum.  
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UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: A sudden increase in vegetable prices due to crop failure, while aggregate demand remains broadly 

unchanged, would primarily represent: 

A. Demand-pull inflation 

B. Cost-push inflation caused by a supply shock 

C. Monetary inflation 

D. Structural deflation 

Ans: B) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question: “India's FDI policy has acquired a distinctly geoeconomic character in the post-pandemic period.” Examine.(10 Marks, 

150 Words) 
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Page :08 : Editorial Analysis  
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Context : 

The ongoing debate surrounding the Collegium system of the Supreme Court of India highlights a critical 

constitutional paradox: Does judicial independence necessitate institutional opacity? Based on an analytical piece by 

Puhazh Gandhi P. titled "End the culture of secrecy in judicial appointments," this issue bridges core aspects of Indian 

Polity and Governance (UPSC CSE General Studies Paper-II). 

The debate shifted from "Executive vs. Judiciary" in the 1990s to "Opacity vs. Transparency" today. Institutional 

reforms must modernize the appointment process without diluting judicial independence. 

Key Highlights & Critical Analysis 

 Evolution of the Collegium: 

o First Judges Case (1981): Executive primacy in appointments. 

o Second Judges Case (1993): Primacy shifted to the Chief Justice of India (CJI) and senior judges. 

o Third Judges Case (1998): Established the current 5-member Collegium. 

o Critique: Born out of judicial interpretation rather than explicit constitutional text, leading to zero 

statutory notification of vacancies, lack of an eligibility matrix, and undisclosed evaluation 

methodologies. 

 The Trend Towards Opacity: 

o October 2017: The Collegium briefly published resolutions with short rationales. 

o November 2024–2025: Detailed reasons and participant details were ceased altogether to protect 

candidate career prospects—a rationale rarely extended to ordinary litigants. 

GS Paper II:Indian Polity 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: How do Articles 14 and 16 provide a 

constitutional framework for examining concerns of fairness and equal opportunity in 

appointments to public offices? Can these principles inform reforms in judicial 

appointments? Discuss.(10Marks, 150 Words) 
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o Internal Inconsistency: Contrast this with MediaOne (2023), where the Supreme Court ruled that 

sealed-cover secrecy is antithetical to transparency, and Subhash Chandra Agarwal (2019), which 

brought the CJI's office under the RTI Act. 

 The "Uncle Judges" Phenomenon & Article 14/16 Concerns: 

o In 2018, the Union Government flagged 11 of 33 recommended names from the Allahabad High 

Court Collegium for familial ties to sitting/retired judges. 

o Concerns persist regarding equality of opportunity for first-generation lawyers versus candidates with 

judicial lineage. 

o Umadevi Case (2006): Established that public appointments must not follow "backdoor methods." 

Applying public employment standards under Articles 14 and 16 ensures constitutional fairness. 

 Global Best Practices: 

o United Kingdom: Judicial Appointments Commission (JAC) publicly advertises vacancies and conducts 

structured interviews. 

o South Africa: Judicial Service Commission (JSC) invites public nominations and streams interviews. 

Core Static Dimensions & Constitutional Links 

1. Articles 124(2) & 217: Govern the appointment of Supreme Court and High Court judges by the President 

"in consultation" with judges. The Collegium expanded "consultation" into "concurrence." 

2. Articles 14 & 16: Equality before law and equal opportunity in public offices. Opacity in recommendations 

creates barriers for non-lineage advocates. 

3. National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC): The 99th Constitutional Amendment Act (2014) 

sought to create a balanced appointment body but was struck down in the Fourth Judges Case (2015) to 

preserve the Basic Structure (Judicial Independence). 

4. Democratic Legitimacy (Habermas Principle): Institutional authority rests on public trust generated 

through transparent mechanisms, not unchallengeable secrecy. 

Actionable Blueprint for Collegium Reforms 

To align the judiciary's internal mechanisms with its own jurisprudence, the system requires structural modernization: 

 Publish Anticipated Vacancies: Announce openings in advance to open the pool to eligible advocates 

transparently. 
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 Define an Objective Selection Matrix: Establish verifiable criteria for evaluating candidate merit, experience, 

integrity, and judicial temperament. 

 Publish Reasoned Collegium Recommendations: Disclose non-sensitive grounds for selection while 

safeguarding confidential background/integrity reports. 

 Establish a Secretariat: Create an independent, permanent administrative body to process applications, run 

background verifications, and compile objective data before Collegium review. 

Conclusion 

Judicial independence and constitutional accountability are complementary, not adversarial. Preserving public faith 

in the higher judiciary demands moving away from deep opacity toward open procedures. By embracing structured 

transparency—like public vacancy notices, objective criteria, and reasoned selection—the Collegium can eliminate 

allegations of favoritism, uplift first-generation legal talent, and strengthen its democratic legitimacy. 

 

 

 

 


