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The 25th round of Special Representatives (SR) talks between India’s National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi in Beijing marks a significant shift from tactical disengagement to strategic risk management. The discussions
focused on border delimitation, maintaining peace along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), and restoring broader bilateral ties

ahead of key diplomatic events.

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

ndia and China on
l Tuesday said they had

discussed advancing
talks on delimiting parts of
the disputed border, as Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi met in
Beijing.

Astatement from the In-
dian Embassy here said
both sides had “discussed
ways to further expand bi-
lateral cooperation, main-
tain stability, and ensure
peace and tranquility in
the border areas, and
make progress on boun-
dary delimitation, while
sustaining the ongoing
work on transboundary
cooperation.”

China’s Foreign Ministry
highlighted progress on
border delimitation in a
statement issued after the
25th round of talks bet-
ween the two Special Re-
presentatives (SR) on the

India, China pus

Both countries stress peace in border areas
at the 25th Special Representatives’ talks

boundary question, saying
both sides “held in-depth
discussions on advancing
border delimitation nego-
tiations, strengthening
border management and
control, improving me-
chanism building and pro-
moting cross-border coop-
eration.” But neither side
provided details on which
parts of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) were being
explored for possible de-
limitation. At last year’s SR
talks, both sides agreed to
set up a working group to
explore “early harvest”
border delimitation in
some areas along the LAC.

On broader bilateral
ties, Mr. Doval said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping had given “a clear
and positive direction” to
the relationship which has
been “steadily returning to
normalcy”. He noted that
this round of SR talks was
“very important particu-
larly in the wake of the

Key Highlights of the SR Talks

Ties ‘returning to normalcy’, says Doval; both
nations should learn from history, says Wang

L

BRICS Summit to happen
shortly.”

Xi likely to visit Delhi
Mr. Xiis expected to attend
the September 12 meet in
New Delhi, on his first visit
to India in seven years.
The Chinese statement
quoted Mr. Wang as saying
“China and India should
draw lessons from history,
place the boundary ques-

tion appropriately in bilat-
eral relations, and keep
moving forward without
stagnating, backtracking
or veering off course.”

The Chinese Foreign Mi-
nister said that besides re-
suming the SR talks last
year, institutional mechan-
isms between the two
countries were resuming
and both sides have been
“working hard to maintain

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval holds talks with Chinese Minister Wang Yi in Beijing. ANANTH KRISHNAN

peace and tranquility in
the border areas.”

At last year’s talks, he
noted both sides “reached
a set of common under-
standings on delimitation,
on border management,
mechanism building and
cross border cooperation.”
“Over the past year, our
two sides have worked to
deliver them on the
ground and have made

good progress,” he said.
The Chinese statement
said the two sides “reaf-
firmed their commitment
to the 2005 Political Guid-
ing Principles, and, in a
spirit of mutual respect
and mutual understand-
ing, will leverage the Spe-
cial Representatives’ me-
chanism to pursue a fair,
reasonable and mutually-
acceptable package solu-
tion to the boundary
question.”

Earlier on Tuesday, Mr.
Doval called on Chinese
Vice-President Han Zheng.

Both sides were positive
in their descriptions of the
on-going normalisation of
relations. “I am happy over
the past year our relation-
ship has been steadily re-
turning to normalcy,” Mr.
Doval said. “The normalcy
we have witnessed in our
relationship has been a di-
rect result of both sides
maintaining peace and
tranquility in the border
areas.”

Doval says PM Modi and Chinese President Xi
are giving ‘clear and positive direction’ to ties

According to the Chi-
nese statement, Mr. Wang
called for “gradually build-
ing a positive narrative on
China-India boundary af-
fairs, making dialogue,
peace, consultation and
cooperation the main-
stream and injecting posi-
tive factors into the sound
and stable development of
bilateral relations”.

“China stands ready to
work with India to guide
bilateral relations from a
strategic and long-term
perspective, deepen mu-
tual understanding, re-
solve differences, over-
come obstacles, become
good-neighbourly friends
and  mutually-beneficial
partners, and achieve the
‘Dragon-Elephant Dance,”
he said, adding that the
“China India relationship
has gone beyond the bilat-
eral scope and taken on
global significance.”

IMMEDIATE PRIORITY
» PAGE 14

e Border Delimitation Focus: Both sides discussed advancing talks on boundary delimitation, building on the decision to
establish an Expert Group under the Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination (WMCC) for "early
harvest" agreements in less contentious LAC sectors.

e Political Guidance: Strategic direction provided by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping during their
October 2024 Kazan interaction has catalyzed steady normalisation.

e Leadership Engagement: The talks pave the way for high-level interaction at the upcoming BRICS Summit in New
Delhi.

e Institutional Framework: Both nations reaffirmed commitment to the 2005 Political Parameters and Guiding
Principles to seek a fair, reasonable, and mutually acceptable boundary solution.
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‘Border stability is an immediate priority’

‘Institutionalising stability’ on the border is the immediate task for both countries rather than expecting a sudden ‘dramatic settlement’, says Chinese

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

s India and China
Aon Tuesday held
the 25th round of

border talks between Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and China’s Foreign
Minister Wang Yi in Beij-
ing, Hu Shisheng, a leading
Chinese strategic affairs
scholar on South Asia, said
“institutionalising stabili-
ty” is the immediate task
for both countries even as
“structural differences” in
the relationship remained.

“On the border, I would
expect the immediate fo-
cus to be less on a dramatic
settlement and more on in-
stitutionalising  stability.
The priority is to prevent
misunderstanding and
miscalculation along the
LAC, strengthen military

and diplomatic communi-
cation, and turn last year’s
idea of an ‘early harvest’
into an operational pro-
cess,” Mr. Hu, who is Direc-
tor of the South Asia Insti-
tute at the China Institutes
of Contemporary Interna-
tional Relations (CICIR) in
Beijing, told The Hindu.

He was referring to an
agreement at last year’s
24th round on establishing
an Expert Group under the
Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordi-
nation (WMCC) on border
affairs to explore “early
harvest on boundary de-
limitation”.

Mr. Hu said the timing of
Mr. Doval’s visit, before the
September 12 BRICS Sum-
mit in New Delhi, added
significance to the visit
with Mr. Xi expected to vi-
sit India.

T &

A satellite image taken in June 2020 shows the Line of Actual

Control and Patrolling Point 14 in the eastern Ladakh sector. AFp

“Both sides have a
strong incentive to keep
the border stable and
create a favourable politi-
cal atmosphere for possi-
ble leader-level interac-
tion,” he said, adding that
he viewed maintaining sta-
bility on the border,
achieving “concrete and

operational progress” on
“early harvest” outcomes,
and creating favourable
conditions for the BRICS
Summit as immediate
priorities.

At the strategic level, he
added, Mr. Doval’s visit
would help “clear potential
obstacles ahead of the

BRICS Summit and lay the
groundwork for possible
leader-level engagement.”

He added that ensuring
no unexpected border inci-
dent before the summit,
setting the political tone
and identifying delivera-
bles for a possible leaders’
meeting, and coordinating
the handover of the BRICS
agenda from India to Chi-
na, which takes over as
chair next year, would be
three essential issues on
the table.

Gradual normalisation
The view in Beijing, as in
Delhi, is that the normali-
sation in relations since the
October 2024 meeting bet-
ween Mr. Modi and Mr. Xi
is likely to remain gradual
and measured.

“As for the broader nor-
maliation, I would de-

strategic affairs scholar Hu Shisheng; both sides have incentive for a favourable political atmosphere for possible leader-level interaction, he adds

scribe it as strategic risk
management rather than
strategic realignment,” Mr.
Hu said.

“Recent difficulties in
India-U.S. relations may
give New Delhi greater in-
centives to diversify its
strategic options, while the
relative stabilisation of Chi-
na-U.S. ties reduces some
of the external pressure on
China-India relations. But
the structural differences
between China and India
have not disappeared.
What we are seeing is an at-
tempt to build a more sta-
ble form of competitive
coexistence - keeping the
border peaceful, restoring
practical cooperation, and
expanding coordination
through BRICS and the
Global South without pre-
tending that strategic co-
metition no longer exists.”

Core Analysis: Operational Priorities & Strategic Realities

¢ Institutionalising Border Stability: Rather than expecting an immediate resolution to the complex boundary question,
the immediate priority is managing operational risks, preventing military miscalculations, and establishing robust
communication protocols.

e Strategic Risk Management: The current phase reflects "competitive coexistence." While both countries aim to
stabilize economic and diplomatic ties, structural competition, strategic divergence in the Indo-Pacific, and historical
distrust persist.

e Geopolitical Drivers: Shifting global dynamics—including fluctuations in U.S.-India trade and strategic alignment
alongside temporary stabilization in U.S.-China ties—provide both Delhi and Beijing with tactical incentives to diversify
their diplomatic options.

Static Dimensions & Civil Services Relevance
1. Boundary Question Mechanisms (GS Paper Il)

e Special Representatives (SR) Mechanism: Established in 2003 to find a political solution to the boundary problem.
Operates across three stages: agreeing on guiding principles, establishing a framework resolution, and delimiting
borders on maps and ground.

e 2005 Agreement: Outlines political parameters, emphasizing that settled populations must not be disturbed in any
final settlement.
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e WMCC (2012): Focuses on operational border management, consultation, and confidence-building measures (CBMs).
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2. The Three Sectors of the India-China Border
e Western Sector (Ladakh): Disputed territory of Aksai Chin; differing perceptions of the LAC.

e Middle Sector (Himachal Pradesh & Uttarakhand): Relatively peaceful and settled; primary candidate for "early
harvest" boundary delimitation.

e Eastern Sector (Arunachal Pradesh & Sikkim): China claims sovereignty over Arunachal Pradesh (South Tibet); India
recognizes the McMahon Line.

3. Strategic & Multilateral Dimensions (GS Paper Il & 111)

e Multilateral Platforms: Cooperation in BRICS and SCO allows engagement despite bilateral friction, aiding global
governance balance.

e Economic Interdependence: Managing high trade deficits alongside selective de-risking in critical technology,
infrastructure, and investment sectors.

Key Challenges to Long-Term Stability

e Lack of Clarified LAC: Non-demarcation of the LAC leaves scope for localized standoffs, patrolling overlaps, and sudden
escalations.

e Asymmetric Infrastructure: Accelerated Chinese infrastructure development along the border necessitates continuous
defensive counter-investments by India.

e Strategic Distrust: Entrenched strategic competition across South Asia and the Indian Ocean Region limits rapid
normalization.

Way Forward

e Operationalize Early Harvests: Delineate undisputed or less contentious sections (primarily in the Middle Sector) to
build mutual trust.

e Standardize Border Management Protocols: Update existing CBMs to account for current troop deployments and
advanced surveillance technologies.

e Decouple Border Issues from Tactical Friction: Institutionalize regular military-to-military communication to prevent
localized tactical events from stalling macro-level diplomatic engagements.

The trajectory of India-China relations is moving toward structured risk management. By prioritizing border stability and
steadying bilateral channels, both nations aim to substitute unpredictability along the LAC with a pragmatic model of
competitive coexistence.
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Question: With reference to the India-China boundary dispute, consider the following statements:
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1. The India-China boundary is conventionally divided into Western, Middle and Eastern sectors.
2. The Western Sector primarily involves the boundary between Ladakh and Aksai Chin.

3. The Middle Sector covers the boundary areas of Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

4. The Eastern Sector includes Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1,2 and 3 only

B. 1,3 and 4 only

C. 2 and 4 only

D.1,2,3and 4

Ans:D)

UPSC Mains Practice Questions

Question: “For India-China relations, peace and tranquillity along the Line of Actual Control is not merely a border-management
objective but a prerequisite for broader bilateral normalisation.” Discuss.(10 Marks, 150 Words)
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At the 17th Conference of Parties (COP17) to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia, India called for a fundamental global transition from “reactive crisis management” to "proactive, technology-
enabled resilience.” With over 40% of global land degraded, droughts have transformed from transient meteorological

anomalies into systemic socio-economic development threats.

Key Highlights of the Address

Drought as a Core Development Crisis:
Escalating dry spells directly threaten food security,
rural livelihoods, biodiversity, and macroeconomic

stability.

Technology & Early Warning: Stressed early
identification using satellite imagery, predictive
modelling, and local monitoring to act before dry
spells escalate into disasters.

"Restore Forest Before Flow":Emphasised
riverscape forestry, catchment management, and
soil water retention over piecemeal post-disaster

financial packages.

Community-Centric Adaptation:  Advocated
empowering local communities with actionable
data to absorb climatic shocks.

Static Dimensions for UPSC (GS-I, GS-11 & GS-III)

1. International Frameworks (GS-II)

UNCCD Context: Established in 1994 following the
1992 Rio Earth Summit. It is the only legally
management to sustainable land stewardship.

Minister seeks fundamental
shift in fight against drought

Global approach to droughts must move from reactive relief to proactive resilience, says
Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav while addressing UNCCD conference in Mongolia

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

here ought to be a
T fundamental shift
in the global ap-

proach to droughts from
reactive relief to proactive,
technology-enabled resi-
lience, Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav
said at the United Nations
Convention to Combat De-
sertification (UNCCD) con-
ference in Mongolia on
Tuesday.

Addressing internation-
al delegates at the Ministe-
rial Dialogue on “Accelerat-
ing Drought Resilience” in
Ulaanbaatar during the 17
Conference of Parties
(COP17) to the UNCCD, Mr.
Yadav warned that dry
spells are rapidly escalat-
ing. Drought is “no longer
an occasional event, but a
defining development
challenge”, he said, citing
its compounding disrup-
tions to global water secur-
ity, agricultural food sys-
tems, biodiversity, and
economic stability.

‘Restore the forest’
He highlighted India’s
coordinated, multi-institu-

LI
Union Minister Bhupender Yadav says droughts are no longer an
occasional event, but a defining development challenge. FILE PHOTO

tional approach integrat-
ing early warning, mitiga-
tion, relief and community
resilience. Rainfall moni-
toring and satellite-based
drought assessments trig-
ger preparedness at the in-
ter-ministerial and State le-
vels, ensuring that a dry
spell does not escalate into
a crisis. Emphasising the
critical link between land
and water, he called for
restoring “the forest, be-
fore the flow”, underscor-
ing India’s focus on catch-
ment and riverscape
forestry to reduce erosion,
improve water retention
and recharge groundwater.

The Minister advocated

for integrating predictive
technologies, localised ear-
ly-warning  monitoring,
and proactive land man-
agement policies. The goal,
he noted, is to equip vul-
nerable communities to
anticipate and absorb envi-
ronmental shocks rather
than relying primarily on
post-disaster relief.

Summit objectives

The ministerial talks form
a central component of
UNCCD COP17, hosted by
Mongolia under the theme
“Restoring Land. Restoring
Hope”. Adopted in 1994
following the 1992 Rio
Earth Summit, the UNCCD

is one of the three major
Rio Conventions — along-
side the framework con-
ventions on climate change
(UNFCCC) and biological
diversity (CBD). It stands as
the sole legally binding in-
ternational agreement link-
ing environmental man-

agement  directly to
sustainable land
stewardship.

The 17" conference

serves as a pivotal negotia-
tion platform as land de-
gradation currently im-
pacts up to 40% of the
planet’s land surface, un-
dermining the livelihoods
of billions of people world-
wide.

During these biennial
sessions, delegates from
197 member parties —
alongside civil society lead-
ers, scientists, and interna-
tional financial institutions
— convene to negotiate
binding frameworks and
policy guidance.

The agreements nego-
tiated at COP17 aim to tran-
slate high-level environ-
mental commitments into
measurable, investable so-
lutions for water and food
security over the next de-
cade.

- -

binding international agreement directly linking environmental

The Three Rio Conventions: UNFCCC (Climate Change), CBD (Biodiversity), and UNCCD (Land Degradation).

2. Drought Types & Vulnerability in India (GS-1 & GS-I1II)

Types: Meteorological (rainfall deficit), Hydrological (water storage depletion), Agricultural (crop moisture stress), and

Socio-economic (supply-demand mismatch).

Indian Exposure: Nearly 68% of India’'s net sown area is vulnerable to droughts in varying degrees, predominantly in

semi-arid and dryland regions (e.g., Marathwada, Bundelkhand, Rayalaseema).
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3. Institutional & Policy Interventions (GS-I1lI)

@ GURUKULAM \ £ 1AS

e Catchment Forestry: Integrating Afforestation with watershed restoration (NMCG, CAMPA).

¢ National Initiatives: Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY - Per Drop More Crop), MGNREGA (water
harvesting assets), and Drought Management Manual (2016).

e Space Technology: Soil moisture tracking using ISRO satellites for real-time drought trigger assessments.
Key Challenges in Implementing Proactive Resilience
o Data Disconnect: Lag between high-resolution satellite warnings and field-level execution by district authorities.

¢ Financial Constraints: Global climate finance remains skewed toward post-disaster relief rather than long-term
ecological restoration.

e Over-extraction of Groundwater: Unregulated tube well usage negates recharge efforts made through watershed
management.

Conclusion & Way Forward

Shifting from relief to resilience requires synchronising nature-based solutions with early-warning technology. India’s paradigm
of integrated watershed management and riverscape forestry offers a practical blueprint for UNCCD member nations. To
safeguard vulnerable agrarian communities, global governance must prioritize long-term land restoration finance over
emergency relief expenditures.
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Question: Consider the following pairs:
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Type of drought Characteristic

1. Meteorological drought Deficiency in precipitation

2. Agricultural drought Insufficient soil moisture for crops

3. Hydrological drought Depletion of surface and groundwater resources

4. Socio-economic drought Failure of water availability to meet demand for goods and services

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched?
A.1and 2 only

B. 1,2 and 3 only

C. 2,3 and 4 only

D.1,2,3and 4

Ans: D)

UPSC Mains Practice Questions

Question:"Drought is no longer merely a meteorological phenomenon; it is increasingly becoming a systemic socio-economic

crisis.” Explain the different types of drought and examine their cascading impacts on Indian society and economy.(10 Marks,
150 Words)
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The 2026 monsoon highlighted a growing divergence between macroscopic climate predictability and localized, sub-seasonal

weather reality. While global coupled dynamic models successfully forecasted the 2026 El Nifio, they struggled to capture
spatial and temporal intra-seasonal variations—such as the sharp swing from a 40% rainfall deficit in June to a 1% surplus in
July. This breakdown underscores the challenge of modeling monsoon behavior under the compounding influences of global
warming and anthropogenic land-use changes.

Models struggled to predict the 2026
monsoon’s rapid changes

Raghu Murtugudde

limate models predicted the
2026 El Nifio during early
spring, just as they had in 2023.

And the predictions have
turned out to be accurate, with the robust
evolution of a strong El Nifio by the
summer.

Models had predicted the 2023
monsoon to be slightly deficient, and the
final seasonal total, at 94% of the
Tong period average, essentially validated
the forecasts. Monsoon predictions this
year have already called for a deficit of
greater than 10% and it will also likely
hold true.

But the real cause for concern is the
erratic and unprecedented evolution of
the monsoon across space and time in
2026, which the models have not been
able to capture even a few days in
advance.

The key question now is whether the
challenges posed by the 2026 predictions
were an aberration, and, if so, why. In
other words, do the models need to do
anything dramatic to ensure they do
better in the coming years? Or is it just a
trend to be expected for the monsoon
system, which has only become more
notorious for its vagaries?

ions of improvements
‘The EI Nifio is one of the most

have more years of such erratic monsoon
evolution? Will combinations of the El
Nifio and global warming make the

able at

Motorists navigate through a water-logged street in following a sudden downpour on Tuesday in New Delhi SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Climate models’ ability to predict
the monsoon is low, hovering at

‘modes of natural variability. But models
being able to predict its occurrence to the
tune of 80% still means they will be
wrong one-fifth of the time. The failed La
Nifia prediction of 2024 is a good
example. Models’ ability to predict the
‘monsoon is much lower, hovering at
around 60%, which means prediction
failures will also occur more often. And
this is for the all n monsoon rainfall
(AIMR); long-lead forecasting of monsoon
onset and space-time evolution are even
great lenges.

“This year's monsoon onset over Kerala
was predicted to be delayed, and it was,
by a few days. But everything after that
has been a whiplash. Rainfall in June was
40% below normal but July recovered
quickly to 1% above normal. At the same
time, these AIMR values hardly captured
the heartache of farmers, who suffered
much larger deficits over their arable
land.

India’s multi-tiered prediction systems

and extended (weeks 2 and longer) range
demands for weather information.
Seasonal to interannual predictions of
AIMR are relatively easier; long-lead
predictions of spatial and temporal
monsoon evolutions face irreducible
uncertainties at present.

While one bad year is no reason to
panic, it must also serve as an
opportunity to identify the key issues that
remain. For instance, are we going to

cover short (days 13), medium (days 3-10),

and local scales? And how will models
prepare for such a future, to better help
the country maintain its progress towards
becoming economically developed?

Knowns and unknowns
The monsoon domain is blessed with
y data.

monsoon variabilities in sy
and have made considerable adhances in
ing the intrinsic ti

advisories and early warnings.

around G0%, which means Eocnes 1o delvering weather and climate
ion failures will also occur .
services.
more often — and is just for
the all-Indi rainfall and

improving models and predictions are
likely to come from using artificial
intelligence (AD tools.

‘The dearth of mechanistic
understanding is not a limitation for Al
since these tools can extract patterns
from the data and based on that make

active-break cycles, the onset bewmmg
more erratic, delayed withdrawal,
switching between extreme dry and wet
events, more frequent extreme wet spells
over Northwest India, and so on.
However, their understanding of the
mechanisms underlying these events
remains incomplete.

‘The hope is that complete climate
models with coupled
land-oce

s, without any k
the governing physic
That said, experts must overcome one
critical limitation in the course of
combining Al with climate models: they
must ensure they collect sufficient data to
cover all aspects of the monsoon and its
drivers at all the relevant spatial and
temporal scales. In fact, this data must
also account for the local amplifiers of
extreme weather, such as land use

shed light on the missing links and help
scientists make better, more skillful
predictions.

‘The multi-tiered approach taken to

develop separate tools for short, medium,

and extended range predictions has
yielded many impressive advances in
useful predictions for various sectors,
mdudmu agriculture, water, energy,
, and so on.
At present, the most promising
avenues for further advances in

change, and
irrigation.
That said, given new nd

As predictions get better,
expectations. Specifically,
predictions related to the monsoon,
including its onset, evolution, extreme
dry/wet events, and withdrawal, also
allow the users of these data to believe
they can expect even better in future.

To this end, hybrid dynamic and AT
models could deliver sector-specific
predictions at the requisite space-time
scales for users to better manage
disasters, farm-related decisions, and
water and energy use.

Extensively engaging users with
sustained feedback can pave the way for
decision-support products to be
co-produced with the people who make
those decisions.

Predictions will never be perfect but
they can continue to serve user needs by
staying within the level of uncertainty a
user can tolerate. In the coming years,

lawmakers, farmers, health

platforms, the volume and value of data
will only grow. And Al models are already
advancing optimal and cost-effective
observation networks and improving our
knowledge of processes, models, and
predictions. Al is also proving to be
indispensable for bringing global
predictions at the scale of several
kilometres down to farm and

workers, energy companics, and
insurance providers can expect to be
served bespoke forecasts. Global
warming will keep throwing monkey
wrenches into prediction systems but
observations, dynamic models, and AT
will continue to step up to the challenges.
(Raghu Murtugudde is an Earth Systems
Scientist and a viiting professor at

scales, for s P

TIT Kanpur.

While one bad year is no reason to panic. it must also serve as an opportunity to identify the key issues that remain; for instance, will combinations of the El Nifio and global
warming make the monsoon unpredictable at sub-seasonal and local scales? How will models prepare for such a future?

’I‘Ill-} GIST

ndia’s multi-tiered nvemrm

The real cause for concem is

the erratic, and
unprecedented, evolution of
the monsoon across space and
time in 2026, which the models
have not been able to capture
even afew days in advance

v

Atpresent, the most promising
avenues for further advances in
improving models and
predictions are likely to come
from using artificial intelligence
(A1) tools

Core Challenges in Current Monsoon Modeling

e Spatial and Temporal Vagaries: Coupled models predict All-India Summer Monsoon Rainfall (AISMR) reasonably well
at seasonal scales (approx. 60% accuracy). However, they face high uncertainty when predicting local break-active
spells, onset surges, and regional extremes.
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¢ Non-Linear Climate Interplay: Global warming alters traditional teleconnections (e.g., El Nifio Southern Oscillation and

@ GURUKULAM A4 1AS TH

Indian Ocean Dipole). Warmer atmospheric temperatures increase moisture-holding capacity (Clausius-Clapeyron
relation), leading to localized short-duration, high-intensity rainfall events.

e Local Amplifiers: Dynamics like urban heat islands, deforestation, land-use shifts, and intensive irrigation alter local
microclimates. Traditional physical models often fail to parameterize these fine-grained variables.

e Limitations of Purely Dynamic Models: High computational costs and gaps in ocean-atmosphere-land physics hinder
traditional Earth System Models from providing hyper-local, sub-kilometer forecasts.

Static Dimensions & Constitutional Context (UPSC Relevance)
e Physical Geography (GS Paper I):

o Mechanism of the Indian Monsoon: Southwest monsoon branches, intra-seasonal oscillation (ISO), Madden-
Julian Oscillation (MJO), and Equatorial Indian Ocean Oscillation (EQUINOO).

o Climate Change & Extreme Events: Increased frequency of localized mini-cloudbursts and prolonged dry spells.
¢ Governance & Disaster Management (GS Paper lll):

o Article 21 (Right to Life): Extends to climate resilience, disaster mitigation, and safeguarding agricultural
livelihoods.

o Federal Framework: Agriculture and Water are State subjects (List Il), while Disaster Management relies on
national frameworks (NDMA Act, 2005). Accurate forecasts are vital for inter-state water sharing and disaster
preparation.

o Economic Security: Agricultural production relies heavily on monsoon performance, directly affecting food
security, rural demand, and retail inflation targeting (RBI framework).

The Road Ahead: Hybrid Physics-Al Modeling

¢ Integrating Al/ML: Artificial Intelligence can detect complex non-linear patterns from multi-decadal datasets without
requiring explicit physics parameterization, offering faster and cheaper downscaling.

e  Hybrid Dynamic-Al Frameworks: Combining physics-based models (for conservation laws) with Al algorithms (for local
micro-scale dynamics) improves prediction at farm and neighborhood levels.

e Expanding Observation Networks: High-density Doppler Weather Radars (DWR), ocean buoys, and satellite sensors
are essential to train machine learning tools on local micro-variables.

e  Public-Private-Community Partnerships (PPCP): Co-producing sector-specific advisories (e.g., crop-specific climate risk
insurance, urban flood warning systems like I-FLOWS) directly addresses end-user tolerance for forecast uncertainty.

Conclusion
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The unpredictability of the 2026 monsoon serves as a reminder that seasonal forecasting is no longer sufficient for socio-
economic planning. To protect rural livelihoods and urban infrastructure from climate volatility, India must move toward
hybrid forecasting platforms that merge physical dynamics with artificial intelligence. Upgrading forecasting tools from macro-
regional estimates to hyper-local, actionable insights is essential for climate resilience and sustainable economic growth.

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions

Question: The Clausius-Clapeyron relationship is particularly relevant to climate studies because:

@ GURUKULAM \ £ 1AS

A. It explains the reversal of ocean currents during El Nifio.

B. It establishes a relationship between atmospheric temperature and the moisture-holding capacity of air.
C. It explains the formation of the subtropical jet stream.

D. It determines the duration of the southwest monsoon over India

Ans:B)

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions

Question:“The Indian monsoon is a complex coupled ocean-atmosphere-land phenomenon rather than a simple seasonal wind
reversal.” Explain the major factors governing its spatial and temporal variability.(10 Marks, 150 Words)

No: 1521, Second Floor, H-Block, 5th Street, Anna Nagar, Chennai-40.

Ph: +91 8754543687, www.gurukulamias.in



GURUKULAM \ £ 1AS

Gateway For Competitive Exams
UPSC - TNPSC - BANKING - SSC/RAILWAYS/INSURANCE

Page 08 11l :Science and Tech

The editorial highlights a critical paradigm shift in India's space ecosystem. Historically, space achievements served as symbols of
national prestige and technological capability for a developing nation. Today, however, space infrastructure has evolved into the

core operational backbone of global communications, finance, weather monitoring, and
national defense.

While celebration of milestone achievements like Chandrayaan-3 remains important, the
long-term viability of India’s private and public space sectors will depend on commercial
competitiveness, cost efficiency, and high-frequency launch reliability rather than public
romanticism or national prestige.

Key Issues & Challenges Highlighted

e High Cost per Kilogram to Orbit: According to recent economic analyses,
launching a kilogram into Low-Earth Orbit (LEO) via Indian rockets costs roughly
$13,302/kg, significantly higher than the global average ($3,868/kg) and
competitors like China ($5,809/kg) or the US ($3,225/kg).

e Low Launch Frequency: In 2025, India achieved only 5 launches against a target
of 30. Low operational cadence prevents economies of scale and slows the
accumulation of flight-proven reliability records.

e Payload Capacity Constraints: The operational payload limit of ISRO's heaviest
launcher, LVM-3, forces heavy domestic satellites (e.g., GSAT-N2 at 4,700 kg) to
rely on foreign commercial providers like SpaceX.

e Commercial Reliance on Foreign Launchers: Indian private space startups (e.g.,
Pixxel, Digantara) frequently choose global operators for launch reliability and cost
efficiency, bypassing domestic options.

¢ Global Market Dominance: SpaceX currently lofts over three-quarters of global
payload capacity, creating a near-monopolistic standard for cost and turnaround
time that new market entrants must contend with.

Static Dimensions & Constitutional Context (UPSC Relevance)
e General Studies Paper Il (Science & Technology):

o Indian Space Association (ISpA) & IN-SPACe: Regulatory frameworks
designed to decentralize ISRO’s burden by enabling private sector
Participation in launch vehicles, ground stations, and satellite fabrication.

o Space Policy 2023: Division of responsibilities among ISRO (R&D), IN-
SPACe (authorization/regulation), and NSIL (commercialization).

o Indigenization of Technology: Development of Next-Generation Launch Vehicles (NGLV) with reusable

technology to lower launch costs per kilogram.

¢ General Studies Paper Il (Economy & Infrastructure):

Daily News Analysis

Escape velocity

India’s space sector must focus on
reliability and regular launches
F or much of the 20th century, a rocket tear-

ing a white seam through the sky did for

India roughly what football did for Argen-
tina and Brazil. Nations shut out of the councils
where economic and strategic weight was mea-
sured found, in a game of European origin, an
arena where their poverty did not disqualify
them. Mastery was open to anyone with nerve
and skill. Space was other things but also India’s
football. A famished, newly independent repu-
blic that could barely feed itself nevertheless
chose to gamble on rockets and atomic piles — an
expensive bet on a future it could not yet see. In
that era of a controlled economy and state broad-
caster monopoly, a launcher rising was its own
justification. The utility of its payload was secon-
dary, in the eyes of the masses, to the veneer of
technological competency. Today, rockets and sa-
tellites are no longer emblems; they are the
plumbing of the information age, the unglamo-
rous scaffolding beneath navigation, banking,
weather and war. On the third National Space
Day - the anniversary of Chandrayaan-3’s touch-
down in the lunar south polar region — Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi urged 20 space-startup
founders to build an “aura” that would draw the
world’s talent to India. But that might be a wrong
framing married to the old view of space. A priv-
ate space sector cannot harvest success merely
because its wares are called rockets and launch
vehicles; the romance that carried the state pro-
gramme will not carry a business.

A recent peer-reviewed analysis in Economics
Letters by Alessio Terzi and Francesco Nicoli finds
that it cost $13,302 to loft a kilogram into low-
earth orbit on an Indian rocket in 2025 — costlier
than China ($5,809), Japan, Russia, Europe and
the United States ($3,225), and well above the glo-
bal average of $3,868. That is because India
launches too rarely and uneconomically to rapid-
ly build the required reputation for reliability.
There were only five launches in 2025, against
the 30 that were projected. The consequence is
visible. GSAT-N2, at 4,700 kg too heavy for ISRO’s
LVM-3, went up on a Falcon 9; Pixxel and Digan-
tara — two of the 20 at Mr. Modi’s meeting — rode
SpaceX to orbit. SpaceX alone put three-quarters
of the world’s payload into orbit in 2025, under-
lining its near monopolistic stranglehold but also
pointing to opportunities. The value of India’s
space sector can no longer rely on aura but in
jobs, in long-term capital and the tax revenues
that follow and, in heavy-lift launches that under-
cut SpaceX and China. Moon bases with NASA
and interplanetary reveries belong to the new
imagination of space, and they matter — but they
are the ornament, not the engine.
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o FDI in Space Sector: Recent policy liberalizations allowing up to 100% Foreign Direct Investment (via automatic
and government routes depending on the sub-sector) to attract long-term capital.

@ GURUKULAM \'4 1AS THE %ﬁ

o Economic Value Creation: Shifting the focus from state-funded exploratory missions to high-value industrial
employment, manufacturing supply chains, and export tax revenues.

¢ Governance & National Security:

o Space domain awareness, dual-use satellite infrastructure for border surveillance, secure military
communications, and satellite-based navigation systems (NavIC).

Strategic Roadmap for the Space Sector

¢ Develop Reusable & Heavy-Lift Capability: Prioritize operationalizing reusable launch vehicles (RLVs) and expanding
LVM-3/NGLV payload capacities to lower the cost-per-kg to globally competitive levels.

e Scale Private Launch Ecosystem: Shift routine satellite manufacturing and small-satellite launch operations (SSLV) fully
to private consortia, allowing ISRO to focus exclusively on advanced R&D and deep-space exploration.

e Establish Launch Cadence & Infrastructure: Expand launchpad infrastructure at Sriharikota and the upcoming
Kulasekarapattinam spaceport to increase turn-around rates and meet projected launch schedules.

e Focus on Downstream Applications: Build domestic capabilities in Earth observation data processing, satellite
communication services, and space-situational awareness platforms to capture high-value market segments.

e Foster Public-Private Partnerships: Encourage domestic private startups to utilize ISRO's testing facilities while
securing anchor tenancy agreements where the government acts as an early buyer of private space services.

Conclusion

India's space sector is at a pivotal junction where narrative-driven prestige must give way to industrial competitiveness. To
secure a meaningful share of the global space economy, national strategy must focus on building cost-effective heavy-lift
capacity, achieving regular launch cadences, and enabling domestic startups to compete globally. Deep-space exploration and
lunar missions showcase technological ambitions, but sustained commercial viability and operational reliability remain the
indispensable engines of long-term sector growth.

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions

Question: “India's space programme must transition from a technology-demonstration model to a globally competitive space
industry.” Discuss the major challenges and opportunities involved in this transition.(10 Marks, 150 Words)
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Page 12:GS Il : Indian Econ
The August edition of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Bulletin’s 'State of the Economy' article outlines a resilient domestic

economy navigating significant global and micro-level headwinds. While domestic economic drivers maintain strong

momentum, external volatility—such as West Asian geopolitical friction and trade policy shifts—poses ongoing risks to input

supply chains and business sentiment.

Key Macroeconomic Indicators & Drivers

the
cornerstone of domestic growth. Rural demand displays strong recovery,

Domestic Demand Dynamics: Buoyant consumption remains
evidenced by accelerated vehicle and tractor sales (tractor sales rose
28.1%, two-wheelers 28.3%). Petroleum product consumption returned to
positive territory after three months of contraction, signaling robust

ground-level economic activity.

Inflationary Trajectory: Headline Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation edged
up marginally to 4.45% year-on-year (YoY) in July from 4.38% in June. This
uptick was primarily driven by food supply-side shocks (meat, eggs, and
spices registering double-digit inflation). Crucially, core inflation remained
steady (3.9%), reflecting a limited pass-through of input cost pressures to
broader consumer baskets.

Monsoon Recovery & Kharif Sowing: A recovery in monsoon activity during
July offset the initial June deficit, helping total Kharif sown area approach
previous-year levels. However, elevated food prices in early August highlight
ongoing weather-driven risks to agriculture.

Trade & External Vulnerabilities: Merchandise exports hit a 4-month high,
but imports expanded faster, widening the merchandise trade deficit. The
gap was driven mainly by electronics imports. Elevated Indian Basket crude

War weighing on
business confidence,
says RBI bulletin

‘Domestic demand remains buoyant, as reflected by various indicators

including vehicle sales; petro products consumption on positive territory”

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

he West Asia con-
I flict remains a chal-
lenge to the supply

chains of oil and other key
commodities, and is
weighing on business con-
fidence, Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) officials stated
in the August edition of the
RBI Bulletin released on
Tuesday.

The new US. tariffs
compounded the uncer-
tainty to international
trade, they said in the
‘State of the Economy” arti-
cle, adding that despite
this the global economy
was expanding, though
with inflationary pres-
sures. Stating that the In-
dian economy continued
to display strength not-
withstanding these head-
winds, they said it was on
account of the country’s
“robust macroeconomic
fundamentals” that conti-
nued to “provide cushion
to the domestic economy.”

They said domes e-
mand remained buoyant,
as reflected by several indi-
cators, including vehicle
and tractor sales.

Petroleum

products’
consumption growth re-
turned to positive territory
after three straight months
of contraction, they point-
ed out. Both merchandise
exports and imports grew
strongly in July 2026, with

The pick up in monsoon activity during July supported kharif
sowing, taking it closer to the previous year's level . p1i

exports growing at a four-
month high (in 2026-27 so
far). Merchandise trade
deficit widened in July,
both sequentially and on a
year-on-year (YoY) basis,
a widening of
lectronic goods.

ck up in monsoon
uring July sup-
ported kharif sowing, tak-
ing it closer to the previous
year’s level, they observed.

Headline consumer
price index (CPI) inflation
increased marginally to
4.45% YoY in July 2026
from 4.38% in June, driven
by ‘food and beverages’,
while core inflation re-
mained unchanged.

Eight out of 12 divisions
witnessed a sequential in-
crease in inflation in July.
“While headline CPI infla-
tion edged up above the
target, it was primarily on
account of supply side
pressures. Stable core in-

flation reaffirmed the low-
er pass-through of cost

pressures,” they empha-
sised. The increase in food
and beverages inflation re-
mained broad-based with
meat, eggs, and spices re-
gistering double-digit infla-
tion. On a month-on
month (MoM) basis, indic-
es for all sub-components
of ‘food and beverages’ re-
gistered a positive momen-

tum in July. Fuel inflation
edged up marginally in Ju-
ly, they said.

As per the article, dur-
ing August (so far till 21st),
high-frequency data g-
gest a broad-based sequen-
tial increase in food prices.

Among cereals, rice and

wheat prices continued
their upward trajectory,
though their pace of MoM
increase stabilised. “With-
in pulses, prices of all the
major constituents inched
up over previous month.
Edible oil prices registered

- ed increases, led

nd palm oil,”
the officials stated.

oil prices (~$89.7 /barrel) and fresh US tariff adjustments remain structural uncertainties.

Static Dimensions & Constitutional Framework (UPSC Relevance)

General Studies Paper lll (Economy & Monetary Policy):

o Monetary Policy Framework: The RBI's target under the Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework is

4% (+2%). The persistent gap between headline inflation (4.45%) and target limits room for immediate rate

cuts, keeping the repo rate on hold (5.25%).

o Food Inflation vs. Core Inflation: Supply-side shocks (e.g., volatile agricultural output) require structural

supply-chain interventions rather than pure demand-side monetary contraction.
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o Trade Balance & External Sector: High merchandise deficits underline domestic structural gaps in capital and

@ GURUKULAM \ £ 1AS

intermediate goods manufacturing (e.g., electronics assembly dependence).
e Constitutional & Policy Context:

o Article 293 / Fiscal Federalism: Stable state revenues driven by robust GST growth (15.4% YoY) support sub-
national capital expenditure.

o Union List (Entry 42 - Foreign Trade & Entry 36 - Currency/Foreign Exchange): Union responsibility to cushion
external trade shocks and maintain currency stability via macro-prudential tools and forex reserves
management.

Policy Imperatives & Strategy

e Targeted Food Supply Management: Mitigate food price volatility through strategic buffer releases, targeted import
duty adjustments on edible oils/pulses, and enhanced agricultural logistical efficiency.

o Diversification of Energy & Supply Chains: Accelerate strategic petroleum reserve build-ups and shift toward localized
electronics component manufacturing (via Production Linked Incentive - PLI schemes) to reduce structural import
deficits.

e Monetary Vigilance: Maintain a "wait-and-watch" stance on interest rates, ensuring second-round effects from
elevated food/fuel prices do not de-anchor long-term inflation expectations.

e Strengthening Export Competitiveness: Mitigate tariff shocks by deepening bilateral trade agreements with non-
traditional export markets (e.g., Latin America, Africa, and West Asia).

Conclusion

The Indian economy demonstrates underlying resilience, anchored by robust rural and urban demand, steady corporate
balance sheets, and contained core inflation. However, elevated headline food inflation, volatile crude prices, and
unpredictable monsoon patterns require coordinated fiscal and monetary vigilance. Navigating these supply-side disruptions
will depend on targeted food management, supply chain localization, and sustained infrastructure investment to maintain
medium-term growth momentum.
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UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions

Question: A sudden increase in vegetable prices due to crop failure, while aggregate demand remains broadly
unchanged, would primarily represent:

@ GURUKULAM A4 IAS @R HINDU

A. Demand-pull inflation

B. Cost-push inflation caused by a supply shock
C. Monetary inflation

D. Structural deflation

Ans: B)

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions

Question: “India’'s FDI policy has acquired a distinctly geoeconomic character in the post-pandemic period.” Examine.(10 Marks,
150 Words)
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Page :08 : Editorial Analysis

End the culture of secrecy in judicial appointments

he debate over transparency in judicial

appointments has resurfaced after

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan of the Supreme

Court of India recently observed that
greater openness in the collegium process would
strengthen public confidence and help ensure
that merit remains the governing principle.
Reformers argue that insulation from political
interference was never meant to become
insulation from constitutional accountability itself
— a question that has remained unresolved for
three decades.

The collegium is a judicial creation, not a
constitutional one. The First Judges Case (1981)
gave the executive primacy in appointments; the
Second Judges Case (1993 4 SCC 441) shifted
primacy to the collectively formed opinion of the
Chief Justice of India and senior judges; the Third
Judges Case (1998 7 SCC 739) expanded this into
today’s five-member collegium. The reasoning
was sound, but close to three decades later, the
process remains among the least transparent in
any major constitutional democracy: no
notification of vacancies, no eligibility matrix, no
known methodology for assessing candidates.
Even Fali Nariman, credited as an architect of the
collegium, later turned critic, recalling that it was
‘not receptive at all’ to the Bar. When the system’s
own architects concede that it answers to no one,
reform can hardly be called interference.

Resolutions without reasons

One has the example of the collegium’s own
record on disclosure, which has moved
backwards, not forwards — perhaps the clearest
evidence of an institution retreating deeper into
opacity. In October 2017, it began publishing
resolutions with brief reasons for elevation, a step
then hailed as a foundation for transparency.

That practice thinned steadily, and since
November 28, 2024, resolutions have stopped
naming which members took part in a decision or
disclosing any reasoning at all. In November
2025, (then) Chief Justice of India (CJI) B.R. Gavai
confirmed that the collegium had resolved to stop
publishing detailed reasons altogether, citing
concern that disclosure could harm the career
prospects of candidates — a rationale that would
equally justify withholding reasons from every
rejected litigant.

This cannot be seen in isolation: the Court, in
the MediaOne judgment (2023), held that
sealed-cover secrecy is ‘antithetical to a
transparent and accountable system’. If that
principle governs the court’s own cases, why
should a lesser standard govern its own?

This absence of due process has fuelled a
recurring allegation: that opacity has allowed

e
Puhazh Gandhi P.

Lawyer and political
analyst who writes on
the Constitution,
commerce

and policies

The judiciary
that demands
transparency
from every
institution of
governance
cannot ask
citizens to trust
it on faith alone

relatives of sitting and retired judges — the
so-called ‘Uncle Judges” — an easier passage to the
Bench than first-generation lawyers with no
lineage to lean on. It is important to remember
this is not a complaint from critics from outside
alone: former CJI R.M. Lodha himself remarked
that nearly one in three High Court judges could
be an ‘uncle’.

The allegation is not anecdotal: in 2018, the
Union government flagged 11 of the 33 names
recommended by the Allahabad High Court
collegium, noting that they were relatives of
sitting or retired judges. A broader assessment in
2025 found that nearly 30% of the Supreme Court
judges — roughly 10 of 33 — had familial links to
former judges. In January 2025, this issue pushed
the collegium to consider barring judges’ kith and
kin from consideration altogether (the proposal
was discussed and in principle it was agreed to
have higher scrutiny if candidates are relatives,
but legally a bar was not created). That, in itself,
is an admission that without a publicly defined
selection matrix, there is no objective way to
distinguish a meritorious relative from a
beneficiary of judicial lineage.

This is where the judiciary’s own
jurisprudence turns inward. Articles 14 and 16
guarantee equality and equal opportunity in
public employment. In Secretary, State of
Karnataka and Others vs Umadevi (2006 4 SCC 1),
the Court held that appointments to public office
cannot be made through backdoor methods and
must ordinarily follow a transparent procedure
open to eligible candidates. If constitutional
equality demands openness in the recruitment of
a clerk or an engineer, why should the highest
constitutional offices remain exempt from
comparable standards? To be sure, judicial
appointments cannot be reduced to a competitive
examination; qualities such as independence and
temperament resist quantification. But,
qualitative judgment does not require the total
absence of procedure. It is prudent to note the
irony: the Court itself held, in CPIO vs Subhash
Chandra Agarwal (2019 3 SCC 1), that the CJI's
office falls within the Right to Information Act — a
logic never extended to how judges are
appointed.

‘What other democracies do

Other constitutional democracies show that
transparency and judicial independence can
coexist. In the United Kingdom, the Judicial
Appointments Commission publicly advertises
vacancies and conducts structured interviews; in
South Africa, the Judicial Service Commission
invites nominations publicly and conducts
televised interviews. None of these systems is

flawless, but each rests on a premise that India
has yet to accept: independence is strengthened,
not weakened, when citizens understand how
judges are chosen.

India’s collegium continues to operate as
though it belongs to an earlier era of institutional
deference. Political theorist Jiirgen Habermas
argued that democratic legitimacy ultimately
rests on the public sphere — an arena where
institutions must justify themselves before
informed citizens.

This is not abstract: every judicial appointment
is now dissected on social media within minutes.
The scrutiny of a CJI's own remark comparing
youngsters to ‘cockroaches’ travelled from
placards at Jantar Mantar to trending hashtags
within hours; it will not take long for such
movements to arrive at the doorstep of the higher
judiciary itself. Contempt jurisdiction, built for
the newsroom and the courtroom gallery, cannot
be used to trifle the scrutiny of this scale and
anonymity — it is an alarm bell for a system that
still keeps its own appointments behind closed
doors and resists constructive criticism.
Institutions that embrace reform voluntarily
emerge stronger; those that resist witness a slow
erosion of the legitimacy they seek to protect.

Reform, not retreat

None of this requires dismantling the collegium;
it only requires modernising it. A transparent
framework could publish anticipated vacancies in
advance, invite applications from eligible
advocates, disclose objective eligibility criteria,
and record reasoned recommendations
explaining why one candidate was preferred over
another. Confidential inputs on integrity can
remain protected — transparency does not
demand disclosure of every file, only openness
about the process, the criteria and the reasoning
behind constitutional appointments.

This is ultimately not a contest between the
judiciary and the executive, nor an attempt to
weaken judicial independence. It is a question of
whether one constitutional value is allowed to
eclipse another. The Constitution promises an
independent judiciary, but, equally, promises
equality, fairness and reasoned
decision-making;values that are complementary,
not adversarial. The debate of the 1990s was
executive versus judiciary. The debate of this
decade is opacity versus transparency. Therefore,
unless the collegium accepts that independence
without accountability breeds the very distrust it
was designed to prevent, this asymmetry
between what the judiciary demands of every
other institution and what it permits of itself will
continue to exist.
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Indian Polity
VoV ETT TR SET I T (Lo T i, lHow  do  Articles 14 and 16 provide a

constitutional framework for examining concerns of fairness and equal opportunity in

appointments to public offices? Can these principles inform reforms in judicial
appointments? Discuss.(10Marks, 150 Words)

Context :

The ongoing debate surrounding the Collegium system of the Supreme Court of India highlights a critical
constitutional paradox: Does judicial independence necessitate institutional opacity? Based on an analytical piece by
Puhazh Gandhi P. titled "End the culture of secrecy in judicial appointments,” this issue bridges core aspects of Indian
Polity and Governance (UPSC CSE General Studies Paper-Il).

The debate shifted from "Executive vs. Judiciary” in the 1990s to "Opacity vs. Transparency” today. Institutional
reforms must modernize the appointment process without diluting judicial independence.

Key Highlights & Critical Analysis
e Evolution of the Collegium:
o First Judges Case (1981): Executive primacy in appointments.
o Second Judges Case (1993): Primacy shifted to the Chief Justice of India (CJI) and senior judges.
o Third Judges Case (1998): Established the current 5-member Collegium.

o Critique: Born out of judicial interpretation rather than explicit constitutional text, leading to zero
statutory notification of vacancies, lack of an eligibility matrix, and undisclosed evaluation
methodologies.

e The Trend Towards Opacity:
o October 2017: The Collegium briefly published resolutions with short rationales.

o November 2024-2025: Detailed reasons and participant details were ceased altogether to protect
candidate career prospects—a rationale rarely extended to ordinary litigants.
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o Internal Inconsistency: Contrast this with MediaOne (2023), where the Supreme Court ruled that
sealed-cover secrecy is antithetical to transparency, and Subhash Chandra Agarwal (2019), which
brought the CJI's office under the RTI Act.

e The "Uncle Judges” Phenomenon & Article 14/16 Concerns:

o In 2018, the Union Government flagged 11 of 33 recommended names from the Allahabad High
Court Collegium for familial ties to sitting/retired judges.

o Concerns persist regarding equality of opportunity for first-generation lawyers versus candidates with
judicial lineage.

o Umadevi Case (2006): Established that public appointments must not follow "backdoor methods."
Applying public employment standards under Articles 14 and 16 ensures constitutional fairness.

« Global Best Practices:

o United Kingdom: Judicial Appointments Commission (JAC) publicly advertises vacancies and conducts
structured interviews.

o South Africa: Judicial Service Commission (JSC) invites public nominations and streams interviews.
Core Static Dimensions & Constitutional Links

1. Articles 124(2) & 217: Govern the appointment of Supreme Court and High Court judges by the President
"in consultation" with judges. The Collegium expanded "consultation" into "concurrence."

2. Articles 14 & 16: Equality before law and equal opportunity in public offices. Opacity in recommendations
creates barriers for non-lineage advocates.

3. National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC): The 99th Constitutional Amendment Act (2014)
sought to create a balanced appointment body but was struck down in the Fourth Judges Case (2015) to
preserve the Basic Structure (Judicial Independence).

4. Democratic Legitimacy (Habermas Principle): Institutional authority rests on public trust generated
through transparent mechanisms, not unchallengeable secrecy.

Actionable Blueprint for Collegium Reforms
To align the judiciary's internal mechanisms with its own jurisprudence, the system requires structural modernization:

e Publish Anticipated Vacancies: Announce openings in advance to open the pool to eligible advocates
transparently.
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o Define an Objective Selection Matrix: Establish verifiable criteria for evaluating candidate merit, experience,
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integrity, and judicial temperament.

e Publish Reasoned Collegium Recommendations: Disclose non-sensitive grounds for selection while
safeguarding confidential background/integrity reports.

o Establish a Secretariat: Create an independent, permanent administrative body to process applications, run
background verifications, and compile objective data before Collegium review.

Conclusion

Judicial independence and constitutional accountability are complementary, not adversarial. Preserving public faith
in the higher judiciary demands moving away from deep opacity toward open procedures. By embracing structured
transparency—like public vacancy notices, objective criteria, and reasoned selection—the Collegium can eliminate
allegations of favoritism, uplift first-generation legal talent, and strengthen its democratic legitimacy.
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