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Page 01 : GS 2 : International relations 

The statement made by External Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar during his visit to the U.K. highlights 

the alignment of U.S. President Donald Trump’s policies with India's strategic interests.  

 

 The discussion revolves around key themes such as multipolarity, connectivity, technology, and 

energy security, which are vital for India’s foreign policy and economic development. 

Key Themes and Analysis: 

1. Multipolarity and Strategic Alignment: 

 EAM Jaishankar emphasized that the Trump administration's shift towards a multipolar world aligns 

with India's foreign policy approach. 
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 The U.S. is increasingly focusing on national interests rather than traditional alliances, which allows 

India to navigate its strategic interests more independently. 

 This approach strengthens India's position in global geopolitics, as it moves towards becoming a 

major power. 

2. The Quad and Regional Security: 

 The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) involving India, the U.S., Japan, and Australia is a key 

aspect of India's Indo-Pacific strategy. 

 EAM Jaishankar highlighted the equal financial burden-sharing within the Quad, unlike NATO, which 

faces disputes over financial contributions. 

 The Quad enhances India’s maritime security and acts as a counterbalance to China’s influence in 

the region. 

3. Connectivity Initiatives and Economic Implications: 

 Trump’s support for collaborative connectivity initiatives, such as the India–Middle East–Europe 

Corridor (IMEC), benefits India’s trade and economic outreach. 

 The IMEC was mentioned in the India-U.S. joint statement, indicating strong bilateral cooperation. 

 The development of the Indian Ocean Strategic Venture further enhances India’s strategic and trade 

interests. 

4. Energy Security and Economic Stability: 

 India supports Trump’s policies that ensure stable and affordable energy prices, as the country 

remains heavily dependent on fossil fuel imports. 

 The U.S.'s increased fossil fuel production helps maintain price stability, reducing economic pressure 

on India. 

 Affordable energy prices support India’s industrial growth and economic stability. 

5. Technology and Global Politics: 

 The U.S. administration views technology as a game changer in global politics, offering India 

opportunities in AI, cybersecurity, and digital infrastructure. 

 Strengthened technological collaboration between India and the U.S. can boost India's innovation 

ecosystem and digital economy. 

6. The Role of the U.S. Dollar and India’s Currency Strategy: 
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 India has no interest in undermining the U.S. dollar, as emphasized by Jaishankar. 

 However, he noted the necessity of internationalizing the Indian rupee due to hard currency 

shortages in some regions. 

 The discussion on trade settlements and cashless payments reflects India’s efforts to strengthen its 

global financial standing. 

7. Trump’s Tariff Threats and BRICS Dynamics: 

 Trump’s threat of 100% tariffs on BRICS nations highlights challenges in global trade relations. 

 Jaishankar clarified that BRICS does not have a unified stance against the dollar, indicating diverse 

economic interests among member nations. 

 Despite differences, India balances its economic diplomacy between BRICS and Western economies. 

Conclusion:  

 The evolving U.S.-India relationship under President Trump presents both opportunities and 

challenges. The alignment in strategic areas such as multipolarity, connectivity, energy security, and 

technology cooperation strengthens India’s global position.  

 However, issues like trade tariffs and financial dependencies require careful negotiation. For India, 

leveraging these geopolitical shifts while maintaining strategic autonomy remains crucial for its 

long-term interests. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :Analyze the implications of the Trump administration’s tariff policies on India and other BRICS nations. How should India 

navigate such trade challenges? (250 words) 
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Page 02 : GS 2: Governance  

The Jammu and Kashmir government’s decision to promote Bangus Valley as an ecotourism destination 

aligns with its broader efforts to decongest popular tourist sites like Pahalgam, Gulmarg, and Sonamarg 

while promoting sustainable tourism.  

 

 The move is significant in the wake of environmental degradation caused by unregulated 

constructions in existing tourist hotspots.   

Key Highlights   

1. Environmental Governance & Sustainable Tourism   

 The initiative aligns with Sustainable Development Goal 15 (Life on Land) by focusing on conserving 

natural ecosystems while promoting tourism.   

 It reflects ecotourism best practices, balancing economic benefits with ecological conservation.   

2. Security & Development in Border Areas   

 As Bangus Valley is near the Line of Control, this initiative contributes to the economic integration of 

border regions, reducing vulnerabilities associated with past militant activities.   
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 Tourism-led growth can promote peace and stability in conflict-prone areas.   

3. Role of Local Communities   

 The focus on homestays and guest houses ensures economic benefits for local communities rather 

than external investors.   

 This supports inclusive growth, a crucial theme in governance and economic development.   

4. Government’s Approach to Environmental Challenges   

 The government’s proactive stance in curbing illegal construction in tourist hotspots like Pahalgam 

is a positive regulatory step.   

 However, effective implementation of ecotourism norms in Bangus will be key to avoiding repeat 

mistakes.   

Way Forward   

1. Strict implementation of ecotourism guidelines to prevent over-exploitation.   

2. Capacity building for local communities to ensure sustainable tourism models.   

3. Regular environmental impact assessments to monitor tourism’s effects.   

4. Better connectivity and infrastructure without harming the ecosystem.   

Conclusion   

 The promotion of Bangus Valley as an ecotourism destination is a step towards sustainable tourism 

in Jammu and Kashmir.  

 If implemented well, it can boost the local economy, protect the environment, and enhance border 

security through development.  

 However, strict regulatory measures will be essential to prevent uncontrolled tourism growth seen in 

Pahalgam, Gulmarg, and Sonamarg. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:Discuss the role of ecotourism in promoting sustainable development in environmentally sensitive 

regions. How can the government balance tourism promotion with ecological conservation?(250 words) 
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Page 06 : GS 3 : Science and Technology 

The launch of AI Kosha marks a significant step in India’s AI-driven digital transformation. As a repository 

of non-personal datasets, AI Kosha aims to facilitate the development of AI models and tools.  
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 It is a crucial part of the IndiaAI Mission, which has a budget of ₹10,370 crore and focuses on 

building indigenous AI capabilities.   

 The move is particularly relevant as nations worldwide are investing heavily in AI infrastructure. With 

the announcement that 14,000 GPUs will be available for shared access, the initiative is expected to 

benefit start-ups, researchers, and academia in India.   

Key Highlights   

1. Digital Infrastructure & AI Development   

 AI Kosha aligns with India’s AI policy by promoting indigenous AI research.   

 It supports start-ups, researchers, and academia by providing open-access datasets and compute 

resources.   

 The initiative can help reduce India’s dependence on foreign AI models by enabling local AI 

development.   

2. Data Governance & Ethical AI   

 The success of AI Kosha depends on responsible data sharing, ensuring privacy and security.   

 The resistance from private firms highlights the challenge of balancing innovation with data 

protection.   

 A transparent regulatory framework is needed to incentivize private sector participation while 

safeguarding interests.   

3. AI for Socio-Economic Development  

 AI Kosha’s datasets can support AI-driven solutions in healthcare, agriculture, education, and 

governance.   

 AI models trained on Indian languages will enhance digital inclusion, making AI more accessible to 

regional populations.   

 The initiative can boost India's AI ecosystem, creating jobs and attracting investments in AI research 

and development.   

4. Geopolitical & Strategic Importance  

 Countries like China and the US are leading in AI infrastructure and models.   

 India’s move to develop its own AI models is strategically important for technological sovereignty.   

 AI-driven solutions can also strengthen national security, defense intelligence, and cyber capabilities.   
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Challenges & Way Forward   

1. Ensuring High-Quality Datasets – The repository must include diverse and well-structured datasets 

beyond language translation.   

2. Encouraging Private Sector Collaboration – A clear legal framework is needed to facilitate 

responsible private-sector data sharing.   

3. Building AI Talent & Research Ecosystem – The government must invest in AI education, skilling 

programs, and academic partnerships.   

4. Developing AI Compute Infrastructure – Expansion of cloud-based compute resources and 

energy-efficient AI chips is crucial.   

Conclusion   

 AI Kosha is a landmark step in India’s AI journey, providing critical datasets and compute 

infrastructure to researchers and businesses. By balancing innovation with data governance, India 

can enhance its AI capabilities, foster economic growth, and ensure ethical AI adoption. However, 

private sector collaboration, regulatory clarity, and continuous expansion of datasets will be key to 

its long-term success.   

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:Discuss the role of open data repositories like AI Kosha in promoting AI research and innovation. 

How can the government ensure responsible data sharing while safeguarding privacy and security? (250 

words) 
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Page 10: GS2:International Relations 

India and Nepal share a longstanding academic relationship, with a significant number of Nepali students 

pursuing higher education in India.  

 The recent incident at Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT), where a Nepali student died 

by suicide following harassment, highlights concerns regarding the treatment of foreign students. 

This has diplomatic implications, particularly in light of the Indo-Nepal Peace Treaty of 1950.   

 

Key Points   
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 A large proportion of foreign students in India come from Nepal, with enrolment concentrated in 

engineering and technology institutes, including IITs and private universities.   

 Nepal's formal education system has historical ties to India, dating back to the colonial era when 

institutions in Banaras, Patna, and Darjeeling served as centers of learning for Nepali elites.   

 The influence of Indian universities on Nepal’s education system persisted even after Nepal’s 

independence, with institutions like Tri-Chandra College affiliating with Indian universities.   

 Nepal’s efforts to establish an independent education system began in the 1950s, with the 

introduction of national education policies. However, Nepali students continued to seek higher 

education in India, reinforcing cross-border academic ties.   

 The incident at KIIT raises questions about the responsibilities of Indian institutions in ensuring the 

safety and fair treatment of foreign students. It also challenges the principle of equal treatment as 

outlined in the Indo-Nepal Peace Treaty.   

 The historical and cultural linkages between India and Nepal create a shared academic space, but 

institutional actions that create divisions among students threaten the foundational values of 

education.   

Conclusion   

 India remains a crucial academic destination for Nepali students, but cases like the KIIT incident 

highlight the need for stronger institutional policies to protect foreign students. Educational 

institutions must ensure inclusivity, prevent discrimination, and uphold the principles of academic 

and cultural cooperation that define Indo-Nepal relations. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:Discuss the historical evolution of Nepal’s education system and its deep-rooted academic 

connections with India. How has this relationship shaped Nepal's higher education sector? (250 words) 
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In News : Wallace Line 

In the 19th century, English naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace observed a sharp shift in biodiversity as he 

moved from Asia to Australia, leading him to propose the Wallace Line—an imaginary boundary separating 

species from both regions. 

 

About the Wallace Line: 

 It is a bio-geographical boundary separating Asia and Australia’s eco-zones. 

 It was identified by Alfred Russel Wallace in 1863 during his explorations. 

 It is an imaginary line running through the Lombok Strait (between Bali and Lombok) and the 

Makassar Strait (between Borneo and Sulawesi). 

Distinct evolutionary histories: 

 West of the line (Asia): Tigers, elephants, and orangutans. 

 East of the line (Australia): Kangaroos, marsupials, and cockatoos. 

 A very few species cross the line, particularly birds and mammals. 

 This is a barrier for land species but not marine life. 

Its formation: 
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 Continental drift: Australia separated from Antarctica and moved toward Asia (~35 million years 

ago). This created a deep-water channel, preventing species migration. 

 Pleistocene Epoch Influence: Lower sea levels exposed land bridges but deep waters maintained the 

boundary. 

Scientific Relevance: 

 Wallace Line is more of a gradient than a strict boundary. 

 Understanding biogeography helps predict species adaptation to climate change. 

Note:  

 Weber Line more accurately defines the balance point where the influence of Asian and Australian 

species is nearly equal, whereas the Wallace Line marks a sharper divide. 

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2014 

Ques : Which one of the following pairs of islands is separated from each other by the ‘Ten Degree 

Channel’?  

(a) Andaman and Nicobar  

(b) Nicobar and Sumatra  

(c) Maldives and Lakshadweep  

(d) Sumatra and Java  

Ans: (a) 
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Page : 08Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper 03Science and Tech: Awareness in various science and tech fields 

UPSC Mains PYQ 2017:Critically examine the Supreme Court’s judgement on 

‘National Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 2014’ with reference to the 

appointment of judges of higher judiciary in India. 
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Context : 

 Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools are being used more and more in classrooms worldwide.In India, a 

study by TeamLease EdTech last year found that over 61% of educators are using AI tools. 

What are the key findings as per the TeamLease EdTech? 

 A study by TeamLease EdTech titled “Revolutionising Classrooms: The Impact of Generative AI 

on the Future of Education” surveyed over 6,000 educators across India, including school teachers 

and university professors.  

 Widespread Adoption of AI Tools: Approximately 61.60% of educators are utilizing AI tools for 

teaching, preparation, and student engagement. 

 Recognition of AI’s Transformative Potential: Around 64.87% of educators acknowledge that AI 

has the potential to transform learning experiences and personalize education. 

 Preparation for an AI-Dominated Future: About 63.61% of educators believe that integrating AI is 

crucial for preparing students for a future where AI is prevalent. 

 Advocacy for AI Regulation: A significant 87.85% of educators support government regulation and 

monitoring of AI development and application to address ethical implications. 

 Need for Teacher Training in AI: Approximately 54.92% of educators express the need for AI 

training to ensure teachers are prepared for AI integration in education. 

What are the key concerns regarding the use of AI in education? 

 Over-Reliance on AI and Reduced Critical Thinking: Students may become dependent on AI-

generated responses, leading to a decline in their ability to critically analyze information. Example: If 

students use AI tools like ChatGPT for essay writing without verification, they may accept biased or 

inaccurate information without questioning it. 

 Ethical and Privacy Issues: AI tools collect and store user data, raising questions about the privacy 

and security of sensitive academic information. Example: Using AI-powered platforms without 

adequate security may expose student data to third parties, violating privacy regulations like GDPR. 

 Unequal Access and Digital Divide: Not all students and institutions have equal access to 

advanced AI tools, widening the educational inequality gap. Example: Rural schools with limited 

technological infrastructure may struggle to implement AI-based learning. 

Why is it important for educational institutions to develop their own AI usage policies? 
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 Ensuring Ethical and Responsible AI Use: Clear policies guide the ethical use of AI, preventing 

misuse, plagiarism, and data breaches. Example: A university policy on AI-assisted research can 

outline acceptable use, ensuring students disclose AI-generated content in academic work. 

 Protecting Student Privacy and Data Security: Policies help safeguard sensitive student 

information and comply with legal standards like GDPR or India’s DPDP Act. Example: Schools can 

restrict AI tools from accessing personal data by enforcing guidelines on how and when these 

technologies are used. 

 Maintaining Academic Integrity and Fair Assessment: AI policies uphold the integrity of learning 

by defining appropriate AI use in assignments and assessments. Example: A school policy may 

allow AI for research assistance but prohibit its use in writing final exam essays to ensure fair 

evaluation. 

When should AI tools be integrated into the curriculum?  

 When Enhancing Personalized Learning: AI tools should be introduced when they can tailor 

educational content to individual student needs, improving learning outcomes. Example: Adaptive 

learning platforms like Khan Academy or Duolingo can adjust the difficulty of lessons based on a 

student’s progress, offering personalized learning paths. 

 When Supporting Skill Development for the Future: AI should be integrated when it helps 

students develop critical skills like data analysis, problem-solving, and digital literacy, which are 

essential for future careers. Example: Teaching AI programming using platforms like TensorFlow or 

Scratch can prepare students for careers in technology and data science. 

 When Facilitating Innovative Teaching Methods: AI tools should be included when they enhance 

creative and interactive teaching approaches that traditional methods cannot achieve. Example: 

Virtual labs using AI simulations in subjects like biology or physics allow students to conduct 

experiments safely and repeatedly, improving comprehension. 

How can educators balance the use of AI while fostering critical thinking and analytical skills in 

students? 

 Aligning AI Tools with Specific Learning Outcomes: AI should be used when it directly supports 

and enhances the achievement of clearly defined educational goals. Example: If the objective is to 

improve analytical reasoning, AI-powered data visualization tools like Tableau can help students 

interpret complex datasets and draw meaningful insights. 

 Enhancing Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills: AI should be integrated when it fosters 

deeper learning by encouraging inquiry, creativity, and solution-oriented thinking. Example: AI-



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

driven coding platforms like Scratch or Python Tutor can promote computational thinking and 

logical reasoning through hands-on programming tasks. 

 Supporting Assessment and Feedback Mechanisms: AI should be used to provide timely, 

personalized feedback that aligns with the learning objectives and helps track student progress. 

Example: Automated grading systems like Grammarly or Turnitin can assist in assessing writing 

skills and offer constructive feedback to improve academic writing. 

Way forward:  

 Develop Comprehensive AI Literacy Programs: Equip educators and students with the skills to 

critically evaluate AI outputs, ensuring responsible and informed use. 

 Establish Clear, Adaptive AI Governance Frameworks: Implement dynamic policies that balance 

innovation with ethical standards, ensuring equitable access and academic integrity. 

 


