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Page 05 : GS 2 & 3 : Inernational Relations & Economy 

With the return of Donald Trump as U.S. President, the global trade landscape is shifting due to his 

aggressive tariff policies and preference for bilateral over multilateral trade agreements.  

 Despite the uncertainty, India has an opportunity to strengthen its position in theglobal supply 

chain economy, as highlighted by Arun M. Kumar (former U.S. Assistant Secretary of Commerce) and 

Himanshu Shah (Founder of Shah Capital). 

 

Key Developments & Analysis: 
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1. Impact of U.S. Tariff Policies on Global Trade:  

 Trump’s Aggressive Tariff Approach:  

o Likely toincrease tariffs on multiple countries (similar to his first term).   

o Preference for bilateral trade agreements over multilateral ones.   

o Pressure on countries like India to reduce tariffs to access the U.S. market.   

 Challenges for India: 

o Tariff disputes may impact Indian exports (especially in IT, pharmaceuticals, and textiles).   

o Uncertainty in trade policies makes long-term planning difficult.   

 Opportunities for India: 

o Companies seeking to move out of China (China+1 strategy).   

o India’s growing manufacturing sector (PLI scheme, Make in India could attract global firms.   

o The Apple iPhone production example shows India’s rising role in supply chains.   

2. India’s Strategy in Global Supply Chains:  

 Strengthening Manufacturing & Exports:  

o Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) schemesto boost electronics, pharmaceuticals, and auto 

sectors.   

o Infrastructure development & labor reforms to attract foreign investment.   

 Leveraging Trade Disruptions: 

o India can gain market share in exports (textiles, semiconductors, AI, renewables).   

o Reducing dependence on China for critical imports.   

 India-U.S. Trade Agreement:   

o Needs careful negotiation to ensure tariff reduction is mutually beneficial 

o Expanding service sector access in the U.S. (especially IT & skilled professionals).   

3. Immigration & U.S. Investments in India:  

 Trump Administration’s Stance on Migration:  

o Focus on curbing illegal immigration → Impact on Indian students & H-1B visa holders.   

o Legal migration (high-skilled workers may still continue but under stricter rules.   

 U.S. Investments in India: 

o Expected decline in outbound U.S. investments (potential 20% drop).   

o Indian companies may invest more in the U.S. (especially in pharmaceuticals & 

conglomerates).   
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o India’s focus should be on attractingreshoring investments from global companies. 

Conclusion: 

 While aTrump-led U.S. brings uncertainty, it also creates opportunities for India in global supply 

chains, trade negotiations, and attracting investments.  

 India must adopt a strategic approach to navigate tariff challenges, immigration policies, and 

investment shifts to strengthen its position in the global economy.   

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:The global trade landscape is undergoing major disruptions due to rising protectionism and 

geopolitical tensions. In this context, critically analyze India’s strategy to strengthen its role in the global 

supply chain. (250 words) 
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Page 06: GS 2 and 3 :International Relations and Economy, Science & Technology 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar is on an official visit to the United Kingdom (U.K.) and Ireland to 

strengthen diplomatic, trade, and security ties.  
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 The visit comes at a time when India and the U.K. are negotiating a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and 

expanding cooperation in technology, security, and talent exchange. 

Key Developments & Analysis: 

1. India-U.K. Free Trade Agreement (FTA): 

o Discussion with Trade and Business Secretary Jonathan Reynolds focused on finalizing the 

long-awaited India-U.K. Free Trade Agreement (FTA).   

o The deal aims to reduce tariffs, boost investment, and facilitate market access.   

 Challenges in FTA Negotiations: 

o Tariff reductions on automobiles and whiskey (U.K.’s demand).   

o  Easier mobility for Indian professionals (India’s demand).   

o  Disagreements on intellectual property rights, rules of origin, and services sector 

liberalization.   

 Significance of the FTA: 

o Strengthens post-Brexit economic ties for the U.K.   

o Enhances India’s trade footprint in Europe.   

o Potential to increase bilateral trade beyond $38 billion annually.   

2. India-U.K. Security & Migration Cooperation:  

 Meeting with Home Secretary Yvette Coope covered:   

o Flow of skilled professionals & talent mobility.   

o Counter-trafficking & extremism(especially related to the Khalistani movement).   

o Student and work visa regulations (important for Indian diaspora).   

o The U.K. has been tightening immigration laws, impacting Indian professionals and students.   

3. Technology Security Initiative (TSI): 

 Mr. Jaishankar will meet Foreign Secretary David Lammyat Chevening House to discuss the 

Technology Security Initiative (TSI). 

 Key Areas of Collaboration:   

o Critical minerals (needed for EVs, semiconductors, and renewable energy).   

o   Artificial intelligence (AI) and telecom security. 

o   Resilient supply chains (to reduce dependence on China).   

o   Affordable healthcare (collaborations in pharma & medical research).   
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4. Expansion of India’s Diplomatic Presence.  

 New Indian Consulates in Belfast (March 7) and Manchester (March 8). 

 Significance:  

o Strengthens India’s outreach to the Indian diaspora in the U.K.  

o Enhances business and trade links. 

Conclusion:   

 The India-U.K. relationship is moving toward a comprehensive strategic partnership with a strong 

focus on trade, security, and technology. 

 However, challenges in FTA negotiations and migration policies remain key hurdles. The expansion 

of India’s diplomatic presence in the U.K. signals a long-term commitment to deeper engagement.  

 The success of this visit will depend on how both sides navigate these complex issues and translate 

diplomatic discussions into tangible agreements.   

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:India and the U.K. have historically shared deep economic and strategic ties. Discuss the significance 

of the ongoing Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations between the two nations and the key challenges 

that need to be addressed. (250 words) 
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Page 06: GS 2 : International relations 

Belgium’s John Cockerill Defence (JCD), a leading global manufacturer of tank turret, has partnered with 

Pune-based Electro Pneumatics & Hydraulics (EPH) to set up a Joint Venture (JV) in India.  

 

 The immediate focus is on supplying turrets for Zorawar, India’s indigenous light tank project 

developed by DRDO and L&T, which is currently undergoing trials.   
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 This JV aligns with India's push for indigenous defence production under Atmanirbhar Bharat, while 

also strengthening India-Belgium defence ties, with an MoU on defence cooperation expected by 

2025.   

Key Takeaways & Analysis: 

1. Strategic Importance of the Joint Venture (JV): 

 India’s Need for Light Tanks:  

o TheLadakh standoff with China (2020-present) highlighted the necessity for light tanks that 

can operate effectively in high-altitude terrain.   

o  The Zorawar light tank project is crucial for countering China’s deployment of Type-15 tanks 

along the LAC. 

 Key Features of the Joint Venture: 

o 60:40 partnership JCD provides technology, while EPH focuses on manufacturing.   

o Advanced tank turrets with AI & electronics integration, boosting India's defence 

manufacturing capabilities.   

o Initial focus: 700 light tanks, but potential for more projects.   

2. Strengthening India’s Defence Manufacturing & Atmanirbhar Bharat:   

 The partnership aligns with India’s self-reliance in defence goals.   

 Reduces reliance on foreign imports, enhancing India's domestic arms industry.   

 Technology Transfer: India will gain advanced turret-making expertise, boosting its defence R&D.   

 Could open doors for exporting Indian-made defence equipment.   

3. India-Belgium Defence Cooperation & Global Implications: 

 Growing defence ties between India and Belgium, with a formal MoU expected in 2025.   

 This JV could pave the way for future European collaborations in India's defence sector.   

 Helps India counterbalance China’s growing influence in military technology and high-altitude 

warfare. 

Conclusion:   

 The India-Belgium defence JV marks a milestone in India's push for self-reliance in military 

technology.  
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 The Zorawar light tank will enhance India's high-altitude warfare capabilities, while technology 

transfer from JCD will strengthen India’s defence industry.  

 As India scales up its indigenous defence production, such partnerships will be crucial for reducing 

dependency on imports and bolstering national security.   

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :India has been actively pursuing defence collaborations with foreign companies to boost its indigenous manufacturing 

capabilities. Discuss the significance of the India-Belgium defence joint venture in this context. (250 words) 
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Page 10 :  GS 2 : Indian Polity 

The debate on delimitation has resurfaced as it will be based on the first Census after 2026. 

 Concerns arise over its impact on State representation, especially for southern and smaller northern 

States. 

 

What is Delimitation? 

 Delimitation is the process of fixing the number of seats and boundaries of constituencies for the 

Lok Sabha and StateLegislative Assemblies. 
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 It is carried out by a ‘Delimitation Commission’ set up by an act of Parliament.Delimitation was 

previously conductedbased on the 1951, 1961, and 1971 Censuses. 

 The number of Lok Sabha seats was fixed at 543 based on the 1971 Census when India’s population 

was 54.8 crore. 

 To encourage population control, the number of seats has remained unchanged. 

 The next delimitation is set to be based on the first Census after 2026. 

Why is Delimitation Being Debated? 

 India’s population has grown unevenly in the past five decades. 

 Some States, like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan, have seen higher population 

growth compared tosouthern States like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh. 

 Two key scenarios are being considered for delimitation: 

o Redistributing the existing 543 seats among the States. 

o Increasing the number of seats to 848 in proportion to population growth. 

o There is uncertainty about whether the allocation will be based on the current share of seats 

or projected population. 

Concerns About Delimitation 

 If seats are allocated based on population, southern and smaller northern States may lose their 

proportional representation. 

 This could impact the federal structure and reduce the political significance of States that controlled 

their population. 

 Currently, southern States hold 24% of Lok Sabha seats, which could decline by 5% under the 

proposed changes. 

Possible Solutions 

 Fix the number of Lok Sabha seats at 543 to maintain federal balance and ensure fair representation 

for all States. 

 Increase the number of MLAs in each State based on population growth to provide adequate local 

representation. 

 Follow the U.S. model, where the House of Representatives has remained fixed at 435 despite a 

fourfold population increase. 

 Prevent regional disparities by avoiding disproportionate representation shifts that could weaken 

smaller States. 
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 Ensure long-term stability by considering that India’s population is expected to peak at 165-170 

crore in the next threedecades before declining. 

Conclusion 

 Delimitation must balance democratic representation and federal integrity. 

 Fixing Lok Sabha seats at 543 while adjusting State assemblies ensures fairness, prevents regional 

disparities, and upholdsIndia’s diverse and evolving political landscape. 
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In News : Seagrass 

According to recent study, seagrass has been declining at a rate of 1-2 per cent per year for the past 

century and nearly 5 percent of species are now endangered. 

 

About Seagrass 

 It is a flowering plant that grows submerged in shallow marine waters like bays and lagoons. 

 They are so-named because most species have long green, grass-like leaves. 

Characteristics of Seagrass 

 Seagrasses have roots, stems, and leaves and produce flowers and seeds. 

 Like terrestrial plants, seagrass also photosynthesizes and manufactures their own food and releases 

oxygen. 

 They evolved around 100 million years ago, and there are approximately 72 different seagrass 

species that belong to four major groups. 

Distribution of Seagrass 
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 They are found on all continents except Antarctica. 

 The tropical waters of the Indo-Pacific hold the highest diversity of seagrasses in the world. 

 India too has vast seagrass meadows, home to 16 species of seagrass with major concentrations in 

the Gulf of Mannar, Palk Bay, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep Islands and the Gulf of 

Kutch. 

Advantages of Seagrass 

 They are better than trees for capturing carbon and providing food for millions of people. Beyond 

supporting marine life, seagrass also acts as a natural barrier, protecting coastal communities from 

storms and erosion.  

 These underwater plants can store carbon up to 35 times faster than tropical rainforests, locking it 

away for thousands of years.  

 Threats: Pollution from cities, industries, and agriculture continues to degrade these meadows, 

while coastal development and tourism put additional pressure on fragile habitats of Seagrass. 
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GS Paper 02International Relations : Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and 

agreements involving India 

UPSC Mains PYQ 2022:How will I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE and USA) grouping 

transform India’s position in global politics? 
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Context : 

 The UAE’s potential role in supporting India’s ambition to become a global aviation powerhouse has 

been highlighted due to increasing collaboration between the two nations in the aviation sector. 

Key challenges faced by the India-UAE aviation sector? 

 Restricted Bilateral Air Service Agreements: Limited flight frequencies and destination access for 

both Indian and UAE carriers. Example: UAE airlines can operate flights to only 15 Indian cities, 

excluding key growth centers like Surat and Indore despite high passenger demand. 

 Capacity Constraints and Rising Airfares: Limited flight slots lead to insufficient capacity, causing 

increased ticket prices. Example: During peak travel seasons, such as festivals or school holidays, 

airfares between India and the UAE surge due to restricted airline capacity. 

 Limited Connectivity to Emerging Cities: Many Tier-2 and Tier-3 Indian cities lack direct UAE 

connections. Example: Business hubs like Visakhapatnam and Patna face limited or no direct 

international flights to the UAE, restricting trade and tourism. 

 Inability to Meet Growing Passenger Demand: Rapid growth in Indian outbound travel is unmet 

by the current aviation framework. Example: Despite 4.5 million Indian tourists visiting the UAE in 

2023, airlines struggle to increase operations due to bilateral restrictions. 

 Missed Economic and Strategic Opportunities: Limited flight options restrict business 

engagement, investment, and tourism growth. Example: The Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement (CEPA) between India and the UAE aims to boost trade, but insufficient air connectivity 

hinders the free flow of goods and professionals. 

Need for a modernized aviation strategy between India and the UAE 

 Meeting Rising Passenger Demand: A revised aviation strategy is crucial to handle the increasing 

flow of Indian travelers to the UAE. Example: For every 1% increase in passport holders, 

approximately 10 million additional Indian travelers are expected, which the current framework 

cannot accommodate. 

 Lowering Airfares and Improving Access: Expanding bilateral agreements can boost flight 

availability, foster competition and reduce travel costs. Example: During peak seasons, limited flights 

cause sharp increases in ticket prices, making travel between India and the UAE expensive. 

 Expanding Connectivity to Regional Cities: Modernising aviation policies can facilitate direct 

flights from Tier-2 and Tier-3 Indian cities to the UAE, enhancing regional growth. Example: Cities 
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like Surat, Patna, and Visakhapatnam remain disconnected from the UAE, hindering trade, tourism, 

and cultural exchanges. 

 Boosting Trade and Economic Cooperation: Improved air services can strengthen business ties 

and enhance trade between India and the UAE. Example: Despite the CEPA agreement aimed at 

fostering economic collaboration, restricted flight options limit the movement of professionals and 

goods. 

 Advancing Aviation Infrastructure and Innovation: A modernized strategy encourages 

collaboration in aviation technology and infrastructure development. Example: UAE investments in 

India’s UDAN scheme can improve regional connectivity and support India’s goal to become a 

leading aviation hub. 

Indian cities are currently excluded from UAE airline operations despite growing demand? 

 Cities Not Fully Integrated: Emirates has not yet expanded its services to cities like Amritsar, 

Lucknow, and Goa Mopa, despite growing demand. These cities are not explicitly excluded but 

rather await service expansion due to current operational limitations and bilateral agreements. 

 Bilateral Restrictions: The current bilateral agreements between India and the UAE limit the 

number of seats available for UAE airlines, which can restrict the expansion of services to new cities. 

While there are no specific cities excluded, the capacity constraints under these agreements affect 

the ability of UAE airlines to meet demand in various Indian cities. 

Iinitiatives can the UAE undertake to support India’s ambition to become a global aviation 

powerhouse 

 Expanding Aviation Agreements: The UAE-India Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 

(CEPA) aims to improve air travel and cargo transport between the two countries. Increasing the 

current limits to 134,000 weekly passenger seats and 4,000 tonnes of cargo through relaxed rules 

can boost trade and improve connectivity. 

 Using UAE’s Logistics Strength: The UAE’s major airports, like Dubai International and Al Maktoum 

International, can help meet India’s growing air cargo needs. 

o Working together can make cargo transport faster and more efficient between the two 

nations. 

 Improving India’s Aviation Sector: India, as the third-largest domestic aviation market, can learn 

from the UAE to improve international flights and upgrade airport facilities. 

Way forward: 
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 Enhancing Policy Frameworks: India can revise its aviation policies to allow greater flexibility in 

bilateral agreements, enabling increased flight frequencies and better access for UAE carriers. 

o Example: Updating the Open Sky policy for Gulf nations can promote competition, reduce 

airfares, and improve passenger services. 

 Strengthening Aviation Infrastructure:India can invest in upgrading airport capacity, regional 

connectivity, and advanced Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) facilities to accommodate 

increased traffic. 

 


