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Page 05 : GS 2 : Indian Polity 

The idea of simultaneous elections (One Nation, One Election) has been widely debated in India. The 

Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill, 2024, aims to empower the Election Commission to conduct 

elections for both the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies at the same time.  

 However, concerns have been raised over the discretionary powers given to the Election 

Commission, with former Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi pointing out several loopholes in the 

proposed law.   

 

Key Issues Highlighted in the Parliamentary Committee Meeting   

 Unregulated Powers of the Election Commission  

o Section 82A(5) of the Bill allows the Election Commission to decide whether a State Assembly 

election should be held later than the general elections, without specifying a deadline.  

o This provision has raised concerns about unchecked discretion, which could impact 

federalism and the democratic process.   

 Comparisons with Past Precedents 

o Congress MP Manish Tewari cited the example of the 1991 elections, when the Union 

Government under Chandra Shekhar delayed elections in Punjab due to security concerns.  
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o Unlike the government, the Election Commission lacks administrative and intelligence 

mechanisms to make such decisions independently.   

 Legal Vulnerabilities in the Bill 

o Former Chief Justice of India U. U. Lalit had earlier pointed out multiple weaknesses in the Bill, 

suggesting that it might not withstand judicial scrutiny if challenged.  

o Issues related to federalism, separation of powers, and parliamentary sovereignty arise if the 

Election Commission is granted broad discretionary powers without adequate checks.   

Larger Debate on Simultaneous Elections   

 Arguments in Favor  

o Reduces election-related disruptions and expenditure.   

o Prevents frequent elections, ensuring long-term governance focus.   

o Reduces populist policies announced before elections.   

 Arguments Against   

o State governments may lose control over their electoral cycles, affecting federalism.   

o The Basic Structure Doctrine ensures free and fair elections at regular intervals, which could 

be undermined.   

o The logistics of organizing elections across all states and the center simultaneously are 

highly complex.   

 Recent Developments   

o The Parliamentary Committee reviewing the Bill has decided to launch a website to collect 

public opinions, following criticism from opposition members over claims that 80 percent of 

responses received by an earlier committee favored the proposal.  

o This move indicates an attempt to ensure broader consultations and transparency.   

Way Forward   

 Define clear guidelines for the Election Commission’s discretionary powers with specific timelines 

and criteria.   

 Strengthen consultations with state governments to ensure their role in decision-making.   

 Address constitutional concerns to ensure the law withstands judicial scrutiny.   

 Conduct nationwide discussions to build political and public consensus.   

Conclusion   

 The debate over One Nation, One Election is a crucial constitutional and democratic issue. While it 

promises efficiency, it also raises concerns about the erosion of federalism and unchecked 

executive powers.  



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 The loopholes in the Bill, highlighted by Justice Gogoi and other experts, suggest that a more 

balanced and legally sound approach is required before implementing such a major reform.   

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:The Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill, 2024, grants significant powers to the Election Commission 

in deciding the election schedule. Analyze the legal and constitutional challenges associated with these 

provisions. (250 words) 
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Page 06: GS 2: International Relations 

India is set to host a high-profile intelligence conclave on March 16, chaired by National Security Adviser 

Ajit Doval.  

 

 This meeting will bring together intelligence chiefs and deputies from nearly 20 nations, including 

the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Germany, and New Zealand. The primary 
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focus of the conclave will be intelligence sharing, counterterrorism strategies, and transnational 

security threats.   

 The event holds significance in the context of evolving global security challenges, including the 

Russia-Ukraine war, tensions in West Asia, cyber threats, and terror financing.  

 Additionally, the participation of Canadian intelligence chief Daniel Rogers comes at a time when 

India-Canada relations remain strained over the Hardeep Singh Nijjar case.   

Key Issues to be Discussed   

 Counterterrorism and Intelligence Sharing   

o Enhancing real-time intelligence exchange to prevent terror attacks.   

o Strengthening cooperation in tracking terror financing networks.   

o Addressing threats posed by radical organizations operating across borders.   

 Geopolitical Security Challenges   

o The impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on global security.   

o Strategic concerns in the Indo-Pacific amid China’s growing assertiveness.   

o Security implications of ongoing conflicts in West Asia.   

 Cybersecurity and Digital Crimes   

o Tackling cyber warfare and digital espionage.   

o Measures to counter cyber threats from state and non-state actors.   

o Strengthening global norms for responsible behavior in cyberspace.   

 Indo-Pacific Strategy and India-US Cooperation   

o US Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard is expected to emphasize India-US 

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.   

o Ensuring maritime security and freedom of navigation in the region.   

o Strengthening intelligence-sharing frameworks between QUAD nations (India, the US, Japan, 

Australia).   

 India-Canada Relations and Possible Discussions 

o The presence of Canadian intelligence chief Daniel Rogers at the event is significant given the 

ongoing diplomatic tensions between India and Canada.   

o Canada’s allegations regarding Indian involvement in the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar led 

to mutual diplomatic expulsions in 2023.   

o The meeting could serve as an opportunity to ease tensions and restore diplomatic dialogue, 

though security cooperation between the two nations remains uncertain.   

Strategic Importance of the Conclave for India   

 Strengthening India’s Global Security Role   
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o The meeting reinforces India’s position as a key security player in global intelligence 

cooperation.   

o India’s growing leadership in counterterrorism efforts is highlighted.   

 Enhancing Bilateral and Multilateral Security Ties   

o Provides a platform for India to engage in high-level security diplomacy.   

o Strengthens partnerships with QUAD, Five Eyes (US, UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand), and 

European allies.   

 Geopolitical Balancing Act   

o India will need to carefully navigate its ties with Russia, the US, and European allies amid 

ongoing geopolitical tensions.   

o Discussions on Indo-Pacific security are crucial given the increasing tensions with China.   

Conclusion   

 The intelligence conclave in India is a crucial step in global intelligence cooperation, particularly in 

tackling terrorism, cyber threats, and geopolitical security issues. The event also presents a strategic 

opportunity for India to strengthen its intelligence-sharing networks, bolster its global security role, 

and engage in critical diplomatic conversations, including the strained ties with Canada.   

 This development is highly relevant for UPSC Mains under international relations and internal 

security, covering topics related to global security cooperation, counterterrorism, Indo-Pacific 

strategy, and diplomatic challenges. 

. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :Intelligence-sharing plays a crucial role in global security cooperation. Discuss its significance in tackling transnational 

threats like terrorism, cybercrime, and geopolitical conflicts.(250 words) 
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Page 07 : GS 3 : Environment& Ecology  

A new electrochemical process has been developed to extract urea from urine and convert it into percarbamide, a nitrogen-

rich crystalline solid. This innovation addresses two critical issues:   

1. Urban wastewater treatment – reducing the environmental impact of untreated urine.   

2. Fertilizer production – recycling human waste into a valuable agricultural resource.   

 The research, published in Nature Catalysis, highlights how this approach can revolutionize waste management and 

contribute to sustainable farming.   

 

Urine: A Potential Resource   

 Urine is often called "liquid gold" because it contains key nutrients for plants:   

o Nitrogen (as urea)   
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o Phosphorus   

o Potassium   

 An adult produces 450-680 liters of urine annually, containing 4 kg of nitrogen and 0.3 kg of phosphorus—enough to 

grow wheat for one loaf of bread per day for a year.   

Electrochemical Process: Converting Urea to Percarbamide   

 Traditional methods struggle to extract pure urea due to interfering salts. The new method overcomes this by 

leveraging hydrogen bonding properties of urea. The process works as follows:   

1. Urea reacts with hydrogen peroxide, forming percarbamide (a white crystalline solid).   

2. Electrochemical conversion is performed using graphitic carbon-based catalysts to enhance reaction efficiency.   

3. The resulting percarbamide is nearly 100% pure, making it suitable for use as a slow-release fertilizer.   

Advantages of the New Process   

 Sustainable waste management – reduces nitrogen pollution in urban wastewater.   

 Eco-friendly fertilizer – provides a slow and controlled release of nitrogen.   

 Supports circular economy – closes the nitrogen cycle by returning nutrients to the soil.   

 Enhances agricultural productivity – promotes root respiration and crop growth.   

Future Prospects and Challenges   

 Scaling up production – developing large-scale systems for widespread adoption.   

 Public acceptance – overcoming social stigma related to using human waste in agriculture.   

 Integration with existing wastewater treatment plants – ensuring efficient processing and cost-effectiveness.   

Conclusion   

 This research presents an innovative and sustainable approach to addressing waste and fertilizer needs 

simultaneously. By transforming human waste into plant fuel, the method not only conserves resources but also 

promotes environmentally friendly agricultural practices.   

 This development aligns with India’s Swachh Bharat and Sustainable Agriculture goals, making it relevant for UPSC 

Mains topics like environmental sustainability, waste management, and circular economy.   

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :How can electrochemical processes contribute to sustainable waste management? Discuss with reference to recent 

innovations in urine recycling.(250 words) 
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Page 08: GS 2 :International Relations   

With Mark Carney set to take over as Canada’s Prime Minister, a window of opportunity opens for India 

and Canada to reset their strained bilateral ties.  

 The deterioration in relations stemmed from Canadian 

accusations against Indian government agents regarding the 

killing of Khalistani separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar, leading to 

diplomatic expulsions and a freeze in high-level engagements.  

 The change in leadership presents both countries with a chance 

to move past the crisis and refocus on shared interests, including 

trade, education, and investment.   

Political Transition in Canada and Its Implications   

 Mark Carney, an economist and former central bank governor, 

assumes office amid political uncertainty. He faces a confidence 

vote in Parliament on March 24 and could call for snap elections 

before the scheduled polls in October 2025.  

 His leadership is expected to bring a shift in diplomatic 

engagement, particularly with India, as he seeks to differentiate 

himself from Justin Trudeau’s controversial approach.   

 The exit of Trudeau provides India with an opportunity to 

reconsider its diplomatic stance. India is reportedly looking to 

restore its High Commissioner to Ottawa, and Canada’s 

participation in an intelligence summit in New Delhi signals a 

willingness to re-engage.   

Key Areas for Cooperation   

 Trade and Investment : 

o India and Canada had been negotiating a Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), which stalled 

due to diplomatic tensions. A leadership change could 

revive talks and boost bilateral trade, which currently 

stands at approximately $12 billion annually.   
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o Canadian pension funds and businesses have significant investments in India, and renewed 

engagement could strengthen economic ties.   

 Education: Canada is a major destination for Indian students, with over 300,000 studying in 

Canadian institutions. Strengthening educational ties can be a priority in the reset process.   

 Diaspora and Cultural Relations: The large Indian diaspora in Canada has been both a bridge and 

a point of friction, particularly regarding the Khalistan issue. Managing these sensitivities through 

sustained diplomatic engagement will be essential.   

Challenges in Resetting Relations   

 Khalistan Issue: The political leadership in Canada, irrespective of party, will have to balance 

domestic Sikh support while addressing India’s concerns about extremism. India must also engage 

Canada diplomatically to ensure its security priorities are respected.   

 U.S.-Canada Relations: With U.S. President Donald Trump’s aggressive trade stance against 

Canada, Ottawa may have to navigate complex geopolitical equations, which could impact its 

foreign policy priorities, including relations with India.   

Conclusion   

 The transition in Canada’s leadership provides a crucial moment for both countries to recalibrate 

ties. Moving forward, a pragmatic and sustained diplomatic effort is required to rebuild trust, 

focusing on areas of mutual interest while addressing political and security concerns with sensitivity.  

 If approached strategically, this could mark a new chapter in India-Canada relations, prioritizing 

economic collaboration over political discord.   

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :Analyze the recent strain in India-Canada relations. How can the two nations rebuild diplomatic and economic ties in 

light of the new political leadership in Canada?(250 words) 
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Page 12 : GS 3 : Indian Economy 

India has emerged as the leading source of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) into Dubai, reflecting the 

increasing trend of Indian businesses and entrepreneurs shifting to the city.  

 

 Dubai’s pro-business policies, favorable tax regime, and strategic location have made it the top 

destination for Indian investors. This development also signifies broader economic trends, including 

capital outflows from India and the growing significance of the UAE as a global business hub.   

Key Highlights   
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 India accounted for 21.5% of total FDI inflows into Dubai in 2024, ahead of the US (13.7%), France 

(11%), and the UK (10%).   

 Dubai has retained its position as the world’s top destination for Greenfield FDI projects for the 

fourth consecutive year, according to Financial Times Ltd.’s ‘fDi Markets’ data.   

Reasons for High Indian Investment in Dubai   

 Business-friendly policies, including simplified regulations and free trade zones.   

 Favorable tax structure with zero personal income tax and lower corporate taxes than India.   

 Strategic location providing access to markets in the Middle East, Africa, and Europe.   

 Efficient governance and ease of doing business, encouraging startups and established companies 

to expand.   

Key Sectors Driving Investment   

 Technology and fintech startups setting up operations in Dubai.   

 Real estate investments by Indian businesses and individuals.   

 Consulting and financial services expanding their reach in Dubai’s financial sector.   

Implications for India   

 Capital outflow may result in a loss of tax revenue and reduced domestic investments.   

 Strengthening economic ties between India and the UAE through increased trade and business 

collaborations.   

 The need for policy reforms in India to improve its business environment and retain investment.   

Conclusion   

 India’s growing FDI contribution to Dubai signals strong economic engagement but also highlights 

challenges for India’s domestic investment climate. Addressing taxation and regulatory issues could 

help India retain businesses while continuing to build on its global economic partnerships.   

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:Analyze the reasons behind the increasing trend of Indian businesses investing in Dubai. What are its 

implications for the Indian economy?(250 words) 
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Context : 

 Disease nomenclature plays a crucial role in public health, scientific communication, and societal 

perception.  

 However, historically, many diseases have been named after places, leading to misinformation, 

stigma, and racial prejudice. This article examines the impact of such nomenclature, global efforts to 

rename diseases, and the necessity for scientific accuracy in disease classification.   

Toponymous Disease Naming and Its Implications   

 Toponymous diseases are named after geographical locations, including countries, cities, and 

regions. Some well-known examples include:   

o Spanish Flu (1918-1920)   

o Delhi Boil   

o Madura Foot   

o West Nile Virus   

Problems with Geographical Naming   

 Misinformation– The Spanish flu did not originate in Spain. It was named so because Spain, being 

neutral during World War I, reported openly on the disease while other nations censored the news.   

 Stigma and Prejudice– Naming diseases after places creates negative associations with those 

regions and their populations. The outbreak of COVID-19 saw instances of discrimination against 

people of Asian descent.   

 Politicization of Science– Associating diseases with specific countries can lead to diplomatic 

tensions and global blame games.   

WHO’s Efforts to Standardize Disease Naming   

 In 2015, the World Health Organization (WHO) mandated the avoidance of geographical names for 

diseases and encouraged the use of scientific characteristics instead.   

Examples of Renaming Efforts   

 Zika Virus and Congenital Zika Syndrome – The virus was named after the Zika forest in Uganda, 

where it was first identified. Scientists later renamed the fetal disease associated with it to 

"Congenital Zika Syndrome" to better reflect its clinical impact.   

GS Paper 03Science and Technology 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Disease nomenclature should be based on scientific 

principles rather than geographical or cultural references. Critically analyze with 

examples.  
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 Monkeypox to Mpox (2022) – The WHO changed the name to prevent racist and stigmatizing 

language.   

 Reiter’s Syndrome to Reactive Arthritis – Originally named after Hans Reiter, a Nazi-affiliated 

physician, it was renamed due to his unethical medical experiments.   

Recent Controversy: Trichophyton Indotineae   

 A recent issue in medical nomenclature is the naming of the fungal species Trichophyton indotineae, 

which causes widespread and drug-resistant skin infections.   

Concerns Raised by Experts   

1.Pejorative Connotations – The name suggests an Indian origin, even though the fungus has been 

reported in over 40 countries. The origin of the fungus is still uncertain.   

2. WHO Guidelines Violated – WHO mandates disease names to avoid geographical, cultural, or 

ethnic references.   

3. Scientific Inaccuracy – The name does not contribute to understanding the disease or improving 

treatment.   

Way Forward   

1. Global cooperation in disease naming – The WHO and other global health bodies must ensure 

uniform and non-discriminatory nomenclature.   

2. Scientific accuracy over geography – Disease names should be based on pathology, symptoms, 

or causative agents rather than locations.   

3. Promoting sensitivity and unity – As seen during the COVID-19 pandemic, misinformation and 

stigma exacerbate social divides. A unified and precise approach in medical language can enhance 

global health cooperation.   

Conclusion   

 The naming of diseases carries significant social, political, and scientific consequences. Avoiding 

geographical references in disease names is not just about political correctness but also about 

scientific accuracy, global unity, and effective disease management.  

 The WHO’s role in standardizing disease nomenclature must be strengthened to ensure neutral, 

precise, and non-stigmatizing terminology in the future. 

 


