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Page 01 : GS 2 : International Relations 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi during the G-20 Foreign 

Ministers’ meeting inJohannesburg. 

 He highlighted that both nations have worked to 

maintain the G-20’s signicance despite global 

polarization. 

Discussions on Bilateral Relations 

 The meeting addressed regional and global 

issues, including the situation along the Line of 

Actual Control (LAC). 

 Previous discussions on border peace were 

reviewed, building on past diplomatic 

engagements between the two countries. 

 Maintaining peace and stability along the border 

was highlighted as a key objective for future talks. 

Key Areas of Cooperation 

 Talks included topics such as resuming the Kailash 

Mansarovar pilgrimage, trans-border river 

management, ightconnectivity, and easing travel 

restrictions. 

 Strengthening economic and infrastructure 

collaboration was also discussed. 

Global Concerns and Multilateralism 

 The importance of protecting multilateral 

organizations from global divisions was 

highlighted. 

 It was emphasized that international cooperation 

should be more transparent and inclusive rather than serving the interestsof a few. 

 The need for “plurilateralism” was stressed to address global issues effectively. 
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Engagements with Other Nations 

 Discussions were also held with leaders from other BRICS countries and key international partners. 

 The importance of collaboration in the Indo-Pacic region was reafrmed in trilateral talks with 

strategic partners. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :Beyond bilateral concerns, how do India-China engagements in multilateral forums like the G-20, 

BRICS,and SCO shape global governance? Analyze. (150 Words /10 marks) 
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Page 05: GS 1 & 2 : Indian Society & Indian Polity – Judiciary 

 The Supreme Court has urged the government to include gender equality, moral values, and 

respectful behavior towardswomen in school education. 

 

Supreme Court Emphasizes Gender Equality Education in Schools 
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 The court stressed that early moral training is essential to change societal attitudes. 

 A judge noted that many schools either do not have moral education classes or cancel them for 

other subjects. 

Gender Equality Must Start at Home 

 The court highlighted that discrimination begins within families. 

 Parents often focus on restraining their daughters rather than educating their sons about respectful 

behavior. 

 The concept of gender discrimination must be eliminated from society to ensure equality. 

Lack of Basic Education on Gender Equality 

 A petitioner argued that the increase in crimes against women is due to the lack of gender equality 

education at an earlystage. 

 The petitioner emphasized that 50% of the population, consisting of women, live in constant 

insecurity due to increasingcrimes. 

 The court agreed that education is the key to changing attitudes towards women in society. 

Women’s Independence and Social Awareness 

 The court observed that many communities still believe that a woman neither belongs to her 

parents’ home nor her in-laws’home after marriage. 

 It stressed the need to recognize that a woman is an independent individual who deserves equal 

respect and rights. 

 Awareness about women’s autonomy and their equal role in society must be taught from an early 

age. 

Legal Awareness and the Role of Media 

 The petitioner suggested that awareness about stringent laws against crimes like rape must be 

promoted in media andpublic spaces. 

 It was argued that people often realize the seriousness of these laws only after facing severe 

punishments. 

 Public awareness campaigns in cinema halls and media platforms can help spread knowledge about 

strict legalconsequences for crimes against women. 

Need for Systematic Educational Reform 
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 The court noted that environmental science was introduced in schools following a Supreme Court 

order and suggested asimilar approach for moral education. 

 The petition emphasized that reactive measures, such as increasing punishments after a crime, are 

not enough. 

 Instead, proactive education and awareness are necessary to change the male mindset and instill 

respect for women. 

Bridging the Gap Between Law and Society 

 The petition highlighted the gap between legal provisions and societal attitudes. 

 Identifying the root cause of gender-based crimes is crucial for effective solutions. 

 The goal is to educate young minds, instill fear of law among potential offenders, and promote 

long-term gender equality. 

Gender Equality In India: 

Need for Gender Equality Education in Schools 

 Early Awareness:Teaching children about respect and equality from a young age helps shape their 

mindset 

 Preventing Crimes: Educating boys about proper behavior towards women can reduce gender-

based violence. 

 Breaking Stereotypes: Helps eliminate gender discrimination that starts at home and extends to 

society. 

 Legal Awareness: Ensures people understand laws against crimes like harassment and rape.  

 Women’s Safety: Promotes a safer environment by fostering respectful attitudes. 

 Long-Term Social Change: Creates a generation that values gender equality. 

 Government Responsibility: Authorities must ensure policies supporting gender education are 

implemented effectively. 

Challenges in Implementing Gender Equality Education Lack of Priority: 

 Moral education is often ignored in favor of academic subjects. 

 Parental Inuence: Deep-rooted biases at home may hinder positive change. 

 Resistance to Change: Some sections of society oppose discussions on gender roles and equality. 

 Limited Awareness: Teachers may not be adequately trained to handle gender-sensitive topics. 

 Policy Gaps: No mandatory nationwide curriculum for moral education exists. 
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 Resource Constraints: Schools, especially in rural areas, may lack the funds to implement such 

programs. 

 Media Inuence: Negative portrayals of gender roles in media can counteract educational efforts 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :Discuss the role of education in promoting gender equality and preventing crimes against women. 

How canschool curricula be reformed to inculcate moral and ethical values from an early age? (150 Words 

/10 marks) 
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A record 6.5 lakh Olive Ridley turtles have arrived at Rushikulya beach in Odisha’s Ganjam district for mass 

nesting aftera gap of two years. 

 

Analysis of the news: 

 In the previous two years (2023-24 and 2024-25), only sporadic nesting was observed at the site, 

with the last major nestingevent recorded in 2022-23. 

 This is the highest number of turtles ever recorded at Rushikulya beach. 

 Mass nesting at Gahirmatha in Odisha’s Kendrapara district is expected to begin soon, following the 

usual pattern. 
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 The Indian Coast Guard is patrolling the area to prevent human interference through seaward 

poaching or leisure activities. 

 ‘Operation Olivia’, conducted from November 1 to May 31, is helping protect Olive Ridley turtles, 

showing positive results. 

Olive Ridley Turtles 

 Conservation Status: Listed as Vulnerable under the IUCN Red List. 

 Legal Protection: Protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

 Habitat: Found in warm tropical waters of the Pacic, Atlantic, and Indian Oceans. 

 Mass Nesting (Arribada): Known for synchronous mass nesting at sites like Rushikulya, 

Gahirmatha, and Devi River (Odisha). 

 Threats: Poaching, shing net entanglement, habitat destruction, and climate change. 

 Reproductive Cycle: Females lay 100-150 eggs per clutch, with hatching occurring in 45-60 days. 

 International Protection: Covered under CITES Appendix I and CMS (Convention on Migratory 

Species). 
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India’s judicial system faces a massive backlog of cases, with nearly ve crore pending in lower courts alone. 

 Mediation, a faster and cost-effective alternative, is emerging as a viable solution to ease the 

burden, improve efciency,and ensure timely justice. 

 

Backlog in the Legal System 

 The legal system in India has a massive backlog of cases. 

 The Supreme Court has 82,000 cases pending, High Courts have over 62 lakh cases, and lower 

courts have nearly ve crorecases. 

 Around 50 lakh cases have been pending for more than 10 years. 
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Challenges in the System 

 Judges in India are hardworking and efcient, but the vast population leads to a high number of 

cases. 

 The judge-to-population ratio is low, with only 21 judges per million citizens. 

 The adversarial legal system results in multiple interim applications and appeals, prolonging cases. 

 There are shortages in infrastructure, nances, and human resources, making reforms difcult. 

Possible Solutions 

 Data governance can improve classication and avoid repetitive litigation. 

 Retired judges can be appointed in an ad hoc capacity to help clear pending cases. 

 Reforming specic litigation areas like landlord-tenant disputes and cheque bouncing cases can 

reduce unnecessarycases. 

 Imposing compensatory or punitive costs can deter frivolous litigation, a practice commonly used in 

other countries. 

 The government is involved in nearly half of the disputes, so reducing its litigation can help ease the 

backlog. 

Impact of the Backlog 

 The backlog creates a long waiting period, leading to denial of justice. 

 Many cases lose relevance over time, and the original complainants may no longer be alive. 

 The backlog symbolizes failure in the legal system, affecting the judiciary. 

Mediation as a Solution 

 Mediation gained prominence in 2005 in India as a court-supported process. 

 It involves a neutral mediator guiding both parties to a fair solution without imposing a decision. 

 It is used in various disputes like civil, commercial, matrimonial, and property cases. 

 Mediation has been welcomed by the legal community, with thousands of trained mediators 

available. 

How Mediation Can Help Reduce Backlog 

 Mediation transforms backlog into an opportunity by resolving cases outside the court. 

 Cases can be assigned to trained mediators, reducing the burden on judges. 

 Mediation is faster and cheaper than litigation, requiring only a few sessions. 
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 Unlike litigation, it often restores relationships and provides a mutually accepted solution. 

Conclusion 

 The legal backlog is a major issue, but mediation offers a practical solution. 

 By integrating mediation into the system, courts can reduce delays and improve justice delivery. 

 The backlog should be seen as a resource for mediation, helping turn legal problems into solutions 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :Discuss the role of education in promoting gender equality and preventing crimes against women. 

How canschool curricula be reformed to inculcate moral and ethical values from an early age? (150 Words 

/10 marks) 
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In News : Andaman Sea 

An earthquake of magnitude 5.2 struck the Andaman Sea recently. 

 

About Andaman Sea 

 It is a semi-enclosed marginal sea in the northeastern Indian Ocean. 

 It lies between the eastern coast of India and the Malay Peninsula, with Myanmar to the north and 

the Indonesian island of Sumatra to the south. 

 The Bay of Bengal bounds the Andaman Sea to the west and the Strait of Malacca to the east. 

 The sea, covering an area of approximately 307,994 square miles, extends about 750 miles in length 

and 400 miles in width. 

 It is a complex geological region with a tectonically active plate boundary. 

 It is part of the larger Sunda Plate, which the Indian Plate borders to the northwest and the 

Australian Plate to the southeast.  

 The ongoing tectonic convergence between these plates has resulted in the formation of the 

Andaman Basin, characterized by undersea ridges, trenches, and faults.  

 The most prominent geological feature in the region is the Andaman Trench, which is formed by the 

subduction of the Indian Plate beneath the Eurasian Plate.  
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 This tectonic activity has given rise to numerous earthquakes and volcanic eruptions in the region, 

making the Andaman Sea seismically active. 

 It is home to extensive coral reef systems, seagrass meadows, and mangrove forests, which provide 

critical habitats for a multitude of marine organisms. 

 The Andaman Sea is also an important site for migratory birds, with several key stopover locations 

along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway. 
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GS Paper 02International Relations  

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Practice Question: How will the recent India-U.S. 

agreements on trade, technology, and defence impact India’s integration intoglobal 

supply chains and its strategic partnerships? Analyze their potential benets and 

challenges. (250 Words /15 marks) 
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Context : 

 Prime Minister Modi’s visit to the U.S. reafrmed the strong ties between the two nations and 

introduced new momentumin economic cooperation. 

 The visit led to major announcements in trade, defence, technology, and energy, beneting industries 

in both countries. 

Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) and Economic Growth 

 The initiation of the rst phase of a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) will reduce trade barriers and 

simplify regulatoryprocesses. 

 This agreement is expected to attract more U.S. companies to invest in India, strengthening 

economic ties. 

 The ambitious $500 billion trade target by 2030 is achievable through sectoral sub-targets and 

streamlined cross-bordertrade. 

 Steps have already been taken to address tariff issues, ensuring that India can export labour-

intensive goods and agriculturalproducts while importing industrial goods from the U.S. 

 Greeneld investments, including by Indian rms in the U.S., will be encouraged, promoting business 

expansion. 

 Sectors like IT, pharmaceuticals, garments, and textiles are expected to benet signicantly from this 

agreement. 

Technological and Strategic Partnerships 

 The U.S.-India TRUST (Transforming the Relationship Utilizing Strategic Technology) initiative 

deepens the strategic andtechnological partnership between the two countries. 

 TRUST focuses on innovation in defence, articial intelligence (AI), semiconductors, quantum 

computing, biotechnology,energy, and space. 

 The INDUS Innovation initiative aims to boost research and development in emerging technologies. 

 India’s role in the AI economy is growing, and the U.S.-India Roadmap on AI Infrastructure will 

encourage investment in AIdriven industries, including ntech, healthtech, and agritech. 

Defence Cooperation and Indigenous Manufacturing 

 Defence sector collaboration has strengthened through expanded technology transfers, joint 

production, and industrialpartnerships. 
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 A 10-year Framework for the U.S.-India Major Defense Partnership has been launched, marking a 

signicant shift indefence ties. 

 Agreements for co-production of defence systems will promote indigenous manufacturing, skill 

development, andeconomic growth. 

 India stands to benet signicantly from defence agreements, particularly through offset clauses that 

will support localindustries. 

Energy Security and Renewable Goals 

 Energy cooperation was a key topic, focusing on long-term strategic linkages to diversify India’s 

energy sources. 

 Increasing hydrocarbon production will help improve global energy stability and affordability. 

 India’s Union Budget 2025-26 supports private sector participation in the development of small 

modular reactors (SMRs),with U.S. companies contributing to this sector. 

 As India pursues its net-zero goals, U.S. natural gas reserves can serve as a reliable energy source. 

Infrastructure and Digital Connectivity 

 The U.S. and India are committed to strengthening the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor 

(IMEC). 

 Joint infrastructure projects will accelerate developments in railways, highways, smart cities, and 

industrial zones. 

 The undersea cable project connecting India and the U.S. will support India’s digital economy and 

services exports. 

Higher Education and Student Mobility 

 The two nations have agreed to enhance higher education collaboration, allowing U.S. institutions to 

set up campuses inIndia. 

 This initiative will provide Indian students with better education opportunities while ensuring 

smoother legal mobility forstudies and employment. 

Conclusion 

 Indian industry is committed to working with both governments to maintain economic progress and 

ensure effectiveimplementation of these initiatives. With sustained reforms and pro-business 

policies, the benets of this visit can be fully realized. 
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 This visit marks not only a diplomatic success but also a blueprint for India’s economic growth, 

fostering innovation andstrengthening India’s position in global partnerships. 

 


