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Page 01 : Prelims Fact 

 The Supreme Court has stayed a Lokpal order that brought High Court judges under its jurisdiction. 

 

Supreme Court Stays Lokpal Order on High Court Judges: 

 The court found the Lokpal’s interpretation “very disturbing” and stated that it could affect judicial 

independence. 

 A Special Bench comprising Justices B.R. Gavai, Surya Kant, and A.S. Oka took suo motu cognizance 

of the order. 

 The case is based on allegations that a High Court judge inuenced a verdict favoring a former client. 

 The Lokpal argued that High Courts predated the Constitution and were constituted under British 

Parliamentary Acts. 

 The Supreme Court maintained that High Court judges are not under the jurisdiction of the Lokpal. 

 Solicitor General Tushar Mehta supported this view, stating that High Court judges are not within 

the Lokpal’s ambit. 

 The next hearing is scheduled for March 18. 
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Page 10: GS 3 : Indian Economy 

The news contrasts investment-led and consumption-driven growth, highlighting India’s need for higher 

investment. 

 

Understanding Economic Growth: Supply and Demand Balance 
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 Economic growth depends on supply (production of goods and services) and demand (expenditure 

to purchase these goodsand services). 

 If supply grows slower than demand, ination occurs. If demand lags, rms accumulate unsold goods, 

leading to reducedproduction, job losses, and economic slowdown. 

Sources of Demand in the Economy 

 Private consumption: Individuals spending on food, clothing, and personal goods. 

 Private investment: Firms and households investing in machinery, factories, and residences. 

 Government expenditure: Includes spending on salaries, infrastructure, and development projects. 

 Net exports: The balance of exports and imports in foreign trade. 

Investment and Its Multiplier Effect 

 Investment has a stronger impact on GDP growth than consumption. 

 Example: A ₹100 investment can generate more than ₹100 in overall economic growth due to the 

multiplier effect. 

 Investments in infrastructure (like highways) lead to job creation, business expansion, and overall 

economic growth. 

 The multiplier effect varies depending on the type of investment and regional development. 

Comparison of Economic Growth Between India and China 

 In the early 1990s, India and China had similar per capita incomes. 

 By 2023, China’s per capita income was ve times higher than India’s (2.4 times after adjusting for 

purchasing power). 

 China’s economic growth was investment-led, whereas India’s growth was driven by domestic 

consumption. 

Investment Trends Over Time 

 In 1992, China’s investment rate was 39.1% of GDP, while India’s was 27.4%. 

 By 2007, the investment gap narrowed, but after the 2008 nancial crisis, both countries responded 

differently. 

 China increased investment in infrastructure, manufacturing, and technology, while India’s 

investment rate fell sharplyafter 2012. 

 By 2023, China’s investment rate was 41.3%, and India’s was 30.8%. 
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Challenges in Investment-Led Growth 

 Over the last decade, India’s economic growth has been consumption-driven, while China’s growth 

has been investmentdriven. 

 In 2023, consumption as a share of GDP was 60.3% in India compared to 39.1% in China. Weak 

investment, low government spending, and trade decits contribute to slower economic expansion in 

India. 

 Investment-led growth creates more jobs and reduces income inequality, whereas consumption-

driven growth worsensincome inequality. 

Government’s Role in Investment 

 Investment by households and private rms in India has stagnated in recent years, except for 

residential real estate in theearly 2010s. 

 Private rms in India are reluctant to invest due to weak business condence (low animal spirits). 

 The Indian government needs to increase spending in critical sectors to stimulate private 

investment. 

Concerns Over Government’s Policy Approach 

 The Indian government has not signicantly increased investments in the latest budget. 

 Instead, policies have favored tax concessions and a low-growth path dependent on consumption, 

beneting primarily 

 middle and upper-class consumers. Without a strong public investment push, India’s economic 

growth will remain slow, and inequalities may worsen. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :How does investment-led growth compare to consumption-driven growth in terms of economic 

development and income distribution? Analyze its implications for India’s growth strategy. (150 Words 

/10 marks) 
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Page 13 : GS 2 : International Relations 

Fears of stagation rise in the U.S. due to ination, tariffs, and economic slowdown concerns. 

 

Concerns Over Stagation in the U.S.: 

Rising Ination and Trade Policies 

 Stubborn ination and Donald Trump’s strict trade policies have raised fears of stagation, a mix of 

slow economic growthand high ination. 

 This was a major issue in the 1970s but has not yet become a real threat in recent years. 

Investor and Economist Concerns 

 Trade wars and tariffs could slow U.S. economic growth while ination remains high. 

 Jack McIntyre, a portfolio manager, stated that stagation is now a real possibility due to these 

policies. 

 Ination rose in January at the fastest pace since August 2023, making the situation more concerning. 

Tariffs and Economic Growth 

 Trump’s tariffs could act as a tax on consumers, increasing prices and reducing prots and growth. 

 A Bank of America survey found that more investors are expecting stagation in the next year. 

 Some experts believe that tariffs could support growth by reducing global competition, but they 

could also increase pricepressures initially. 
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UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :Discuss the phenomenon of stagation, its causes, and its impact on economic growth and policy-

making.How can governments tackle stagation effectively? (150 Words /10 marks) 
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Page 15 : Prelims Fact 

 Efforts are underway to save the northern white rhino from extinction using IVF and surrogate 

southern white rhinos. 

 

Last two Northern white rhinos: 

 Najin and Fatu, the last two northern white rhinos, live in Ol Pejeta Conservancy, Kenya. 

 The subspecies was declared functionally extinct after the last male, Sudan, died in 2018. 

 Neither Najin nor Fatu can carry a pregnancy, but Fatu produces viable eggs for IVF. 
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 36 fertilised embryos have been created using sperm from deceased males. 

 Scientists aim to implant an embryo into a southern white rhino surrogate. 

 In 2023, a surrogate became pregnant, but she died from an infection. 

 Challenges remain, but BioRescue and partners remain determined to save the species. 

Northern White Rhino 

 Status: Functionally extinct (only two females remain) 

 Habitat: Historically found in grasslands and savannas of Central and East Africa 

 Range: Previously spread across Uganda, Chad, Sudan, the Central African Republic, and the 

Democratic Republic ofCongo 

 Population Decline: Drastically reduced due to poaching and habitat lossLast Male: Sudan, the last 

male northern whiterhino, died in 2018 

 Threats: Poaching for horns, habitat destruction, and lack of genetic diversity 

 Hope for Revival: BioRescue and other global projects are working to restore the species through 

assisted reproduction 

. 
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In News : Advocate-on-Record 
The Supreme Court recently held that Advocates-on-Record (AoRs) bear full responsibility for the accuracy of petitions filed 

before the Court, even if the drafts are prepared by other advocates. 

 

About Advocate-on-Record 

 The concept of AoR was introduced by the SC with the power given to it under Article 145(1) of the Indian 

Constitution, whichstates that the SC may, from time to time, make rules for regulating the practices and procedures 

in the court. 

 An AoR is a lеgal profеssional who is entitled to represent clients and plead for them in the SC. 

 It is a spеcific catеgory of advocates with rights of audiеncе in thе SC. 

 An AoR has thе exclusive right to filе and conduct casеs in thе SC. No advocateother than AoR can appear and plead in 

any matter unless an AoR instructs him. 

 No other High Court in India has a similar provision. 

 Order IV rule 5 of the Supreme Court Rules, 2013, lays down the requirements to be fulfilled to become an AoR. They 

are as follows: 

o The Advocate is required to be enrolled with any State Bar Council. 

o The Advocate is required to have a prior experience of at least 4 years. 

o The Advocate has undergone a training of 1 year under a senior AoR. 

o The Advocate has appeared for the examination conducted by the SC. 
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o The Advocate is required to have an office in Delhi within a radius of 10 miles from the SC house and give an 

undertaking to employ a clerk, who shall be a registered clerk, within one month of being registered as an 

AoR. 

 Once registered, an AOR is issued a unique identification number that must be used on all documents filed in the SC. 

Roles and Responsibilities of Advocate-on-Record 

 Only an AoR is authorised to file a Vakalatnama on behalf of a client in the SC. The Vakalatnama is a crucial document 

that grants the advocate the authority to represent the client.  

 All the procedural aspects need to be completed by AOR with the assistance of a registered clerk.  

 This includеs drafting and filing pеtitions, applications, and othеr lеgal documents. 

 Any notice or order/correspondence by the SC is sent to the AoR. 

 An AoR is personally liable for the due payment of all fees/charges payable to the court. 
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Page : 08Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

GS Paper 02International Relations – Bilateral Relations 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:How do the recent developments in India-China 

bilateral relations reect the strategic and economicconsiderations of both countries? 

Analyze their potential impact. (150 Words /10 marks) 
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 India and China announced steps to restore bilateral ties, including cultural exchanges and travel, 

following years oftension since 2020. 

Recent Developments in India-China Relations 

 India and China have announced steps to restore several aspects of their bilateral relations. 

 Plans include resuming media and think tank exchanges, the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, and bilateral 

ights by the summerof 2025. 

 These efforts come after more than four years of tense relations following the clashes in June 2020. 

Possible Reasons for This Agreement 

 Both nations recognize that prolonged tensions cannot continue indenitely. 

 The recent election of a new U.S. president, known for unpredictable policies, may have inuenced 

this agreement. 

 Economic concerns in both India and China may have encouraged cooperation. 

 Historically, China has engaged in diplomatic normalization when facing external pressures, as seen 

after past events. 

Status of De-escalation at the LAC 

 There is limited ofcial information about the status of de-escalation and demobilization at the 

border. 

 Troops from both countries were mobilized in large numbers at multiple tension points, including 

Galwan, Depsang Bulge,and Pangong Lake. 

 It is unclear whether Chinese troops have returned to their bases, which is essential to conrm full de-

escalation. 

 The lack of clarity raises concerns about whether agreements signed earlier have been effectively 

implemented. 

India’s Position on Border Stability 

 India has consistently maintained that restoring stability on the border is essential before 

progressing in other areas ofcooperation. 

 China, however, has insisted that border issues should not hinder economic, political, and social 

engagements. 
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 A cautious approach is necessary to ensure that India’s position is not weakened in future 

negotiations 

The Need for Transparency and Clarity 

 The absence of detailed government briengs on de-escalation raises doubts about whether India’s 

position remains rm. Without clear updates, it appears that China’s approach of moving forward 

without resolving border tensions issucceeding. 

 Given the history of uctuations in relations, maintaining a well-informed and cautious strategy is 

essential. 

 Transparency on the actual status of disengagement and border stability would strengthen 

condence in India’s diplomaticstance. 

Way Forward 

 The long-term stability of India-China relations will depend on clear communication and strategic 

caution. 

 Ensuring that territorial disputes are resolved before expanding bilateral cooperation is crucial. 

 India needs to maintain arm position while engaging in diplomatic negotiations to protect its 

interests. 

 


