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Page 01: GS 2 : International Relations 

Russia and the U.S. agreed to work towards ending the war in Ukraine and improving diplomatic and 

economic ties.  

 This shift in U.S. policy under President Donald 

Trump marks a signicant change in foreign 

policy. 

Key Agreements Between Russia and the U.S. 

 The U.S. and Russia have agreed to work towards 

ending the war in Ukraine and improving 

diplomatic and economic ties. 

 U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio outlined 

three goals: restoring embassy stafng, creating a 

high-level team for Ukrainepeace talks, and 

exploring economic cooperation. 

Exclusion of Ukraine in Talks 

 No Ukrainian ofcials were present at the 

meeting, raising concerns from Ukraine and 

European allies. 

 President Volodymyr Zelenskyy insisted that 

Ukraine must be included in any negotiation 

outcome. 

 European leaders expressed worries about being 

sidelined and emphasized that Europe must be 

part of the discussions. 

U.S. and European Reactions 

 The U.S. acknowledged that ending the conict 

would require concessions from all sides, 

including European involvement. 

 European leaders vowed to increase defense 

spending and consider deploying troops in 
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Ukraine. 

 French President Macron called for emergency talks, revealing tensions within Europe on the issue. 

 German Chancellor Scholz opposed troop deployment, while British PM Keir Starmer supported it. 

Russia’s Standpoint 

 Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov emphasized that the U.S. has begun to better understand Russia’s 

position. 

 Kremlin spokesperson Peskov reiterated Russia’s readiness for peace talks, highlighting the need for 

a comprehensivesecurity framework in Europe. 

Implications for U.S.-Russia Relations. 

 The meeting aimed to pave the way for a summit between Trump and Putin, though no date was 

set. 

 The U.S. acknowledged that any settlement requires European involvement due to existing 

sanctions. 

Changing Geopolitical Landscape 

 NATO and the EU are reconsidering their defense strategies in response to shifting U.S. policies. 

 NATO chief Mark Rutte emphasized Europe’s willingness to step up. 

 EU Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen called for increased defense spending. 

Internal Divisions in Europe 

 Some leaders, like Italian PM Meloni, opposed troop deployment, calling it ineffective. 

 Latvian President Rinkevics warned against complacency in strengthening defense. 

Broader Strategic Concerns 

 European analysts view the shift in U.S. policy as a “make or break” moment for transatlantic 

security. 

 Some experts believe Europe must increase its defense capabilities independently as the U.S. 

reassesses its global role. 

Conclusion 
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 The diplomatic shift signies a potential realignment in global power dynamics. While discussions 

have started, challenges remain in achieving a unied European stance and resolving the Ukraine 

crisis. 
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Page 03 : GS 2 : International Relations 

The case pertains to Nimisha Priya, an Indian nurse from Kerala, who is on death row in Yemen for killing 

her Yemenibusiness partner, Talal Abdo Mahdi, in 2017. 

 She was sentenced to death by the Supreme Court in Sana’a in 2020. 

Recent Developments 

 Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi intervened in the case after meeting Indian External Affairs 

Minister S. Jaishankar inMuscat. 

 Araghchi later discussed the matter with Mohammed Abdul Salam, a senior envoy of the Houthi 

group (Ansar Allah), whichcontrols parts of Yemen. 

 The Iranian minister expressed hope for a resolution, stating that Abdul Salam assured him of efforts 

to nd a way forward. 

Family’s Efforts 

 Ms. Priya’s family claims she was assaulted and abused by Mahdi for years. 
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 They have launched an international clemency campaign and started collecting reparations or 

“blood money” as per Islamiclaw, which could allow for a pardon. 

Indian Government’s Position 

 The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) stated that the Indian government is providing all possible 

assistance but emphasizedthat the nal decision rests between the victim’s family and Ms. Priya’s 

family. 

 Civil society organizations in Kerala have criticized the government for not doing enough to secure 

her release. 

Diplomatic Signicance 

 Iran holds considerable inuence over the Houthis, which could help in negotiating clemency. 

 Earlier this year, a senior Iranian ofcial visiting Delhi had assured support to India’s efforts in the 

case. 

Legal Challenges 

 Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi emphasized that this is a legal case, not a political one. 

 He stated that nding an alternative legal argument is essential to preventing her execution. 

Conclusion 

 The case of Nimisha Priya remains a complex legal issue, with diplomatic efforts ongoing and Iran’s 

intervention offering a potential path toward clemency, but a resolution depends on legal 

negotiations and reparations under Yemeni law. 
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Page 06 : Prelim Facts 

 

The Union government is revamping its ofcial websites and developing an AI hub to standardize digital 

branding andenhance multilingual dissemination of government initiatives. 

 Digital Brand Identity Manual: The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has 

released a manual tocreate a standard design language for government websites. 
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 Objective: The initiative aims to harmonize the government’s digital presence, as emphasized by 

Prime Minister NarendraModi, who urged ofcials to improve their websites. 

 Importance of Digital Presence: With digital platforms being the rst point of contact, a uniform and 

strong brand presenceis seen as crucial for engaging national and global audiences. 

 AI Hub Development: The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting is developing an AI hub to 

facilitate efcientdissemination of government information. 

 Multilingual Support: The AI hub will include multilingual translation capabilities to ensure effective 

outreach across India. 

 AI & Digital Initiatives: Other key projects include: 

o Digital India Bhashini: A language translation platform. 

o BharatGen: The world’s rst government-funded multimodal large language model (LLM) 

initiative, launched in 2024. 

o Sarvam-1: An AI-based LLM. 

o Chitralekha: An open-source video transcreation platform. 

o Everest 1.0: A multilingual AI system supporting various Indian languages. 

Conclusion: The government’s digital revamp and AI-driven initiatives aim to enhance accessibility, 

streamline information dissemination, and strengthen India’s digital presence both nationally and globally. 
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In News : India-Qatar Relations Elevated to Strategic Partnership 

India and Qatar elevated their bilateral ties to a strategic partnership, aiming to double trade to USD 28 

billion by 2030and secure USD 10 billion Qatari investment in India. 

 

Analysis of the news: 

Strategic Partnership and Trade Expansion 

 India and Qatar have upgraded their relationship to a strategic partnership, reecting deeper 

cooperation in trade,investment, and energy. 

 The two countries set a target to double bilateral trade from USD 14 billion to USD 28 billion by 

2030. 

 Qatar also committed to invest USD 10 billion in India, focusing on infrastructure, ports, renewable 

energy, smart cities,start-ups, and advanced technologies like articial intelligence and robotics. 

Energy Cooperation and Long-term LNG Supply 

 Energy remains a crucial pillar of India-Qatar relations. Qatar, a signicant supplier of Liqueed Natural 

Gas (LNG) to India,will supply 7.5 million metric tonnes per annum for 20 years starting 2028, 

ensuring India’s long-term energy security. 
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Exploring Free Trade Agreements (FTA) 

 Both nations discussed the potential for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between India and Qatar, 

complementing India’songoing FTA negotiations with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 

 This could further enhance economic ties and streamline trade regulations. 

Security and Counterterrorism Cooperation 

 The leaders unequivocally condemned terrorism in all forms, agreeing to bolster cooperation in 

intelligence sharing,cybersecurity, anti-money laundering, and combating transnational crimes. 

 Regular meetings of the Joint Committee on Security and Law Enforcement were emphasized to 

strengthen these efforts. 

Diplomatic and People-to-People Relations 

 Acknowledging the Indian diaspora’s contribution to Qatar’s development, both sides expressed 

appreciation for thewelfare measures provided to the Indian community. 

 Additionally, two agreements and ve MoUs were signed, covering economic cooperation, youth 

affairs, investment, and adouble taxation avoidance agreement. 

Regional Stability and Pending Diplomatic Issues 

 The leaders exchanged views on West Asia’s evolving situation, including the Israel-Hamas conict, 

highlighting regionalpeace and security concerns. 

 The pending case of a former Indian Navy ofcer in Qatar was also discussed, with India appreciating 

Qatar’s cooperationin ensuring the welfare of Indian nationals. 

Conclusion 

 The elevation of India-Qatar ties to a strategic partnership marks a signicant step towards deeper 

cooperation in trade, energy, security, and regional stability, paving the way for strengthened 

economic growth and diplomatic relations in the coming years. 

What is the signicance of India-Qatar Relations? 

 Political Signicance- Qatar’s membership in Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is politically signicant 

for India, especiallyconcerning issues like Kashmir. Also, India needs support of Qatar for UNSC 

permanent membership. 
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 Energy Security- Qatar is the largest supplier of LNG to India. LNG makes up almost 50% of our LNG 

imports. 

 Strong economic and trade ties- India is among the top four largest export destinations for Qatar 

(Qatar exports to IndiaLNG, LPG, chemicals and petrochemicals, fertilisers, plastics). India is also 

among the top three sources of Qatar’s imports(India’s key exports to Qatar include cereals, copper 

articles, iron and steel articles, vegetables, fruits). 

 Strong Business Presence of Indian Companies- Several Indian Companies like L&T, Wipro, TCS and 

TechMahindraoperate in Qatar. 

 Large Expatriate Community and Remittances- Around 8 lakh Indian expatriate community live and 

work in Qatar. The ow of remittances (around 750 million dollars) and safety of Indian expatriate 

community, makes Qatar vital for India’sinterest. 

 Defence and strategic co-operation- India and Qatar have signed a Defence Cooperation 

Agreement for stronger defencecooperation . The maritime relations are further strengthened by 

Exercise Zair-Al-Bahr. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :How can the government ensure that the fertilizer subsidy program remains environmentally 

sustainablewhile supporting the economic needs of farmers? (150 Words /10 marks) 
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In News : Humpback Whale 
On February 8, 23-year-old Venezuelan kayaker Adrián Simancas was briey engulfed by a humpback whale while 

 kayaking through the Strait of Magellan, off Chile’s Patagonian coast. 

 

Analysis of the news: 

Types of Whales 

 Whales are classied into two main families: 

1. Baleen Whales: Includes humpbacks, blue whales, and grey whales. They lack teeth and instead possess baleen 

plates made of keratin to lter small prey like krill, plankton, and small sh from the water. 

2. Toothed Whales: Comprising over 70 species such as sperm whales, killer whales, and dolphins. These whales 

have teeth used to grab prey, which they swallow whole, but do not chew their food. 

Can Whales Swallow Humans? 
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 Despite their large mouths, baleen whales like humpbacks have throats roughly the size of a human st, making it 

impossible for them to swallow humans. 

 Toothed whales have larger oesophagi but are similarly incapable of swallowing an entire human. 

 The only exception is the sperm whale, which has a throat large enough to swallow a human, though such an 

occurrence is extremely rare. 

Why Did the Whale Engulf the Kayaker? 

 According to experts from Marine Conservation, humpback whales often charge to the surface with open mouths to 

capture prey. 

 It is likely the whale did not detect the kayak due to cloudy conditions and the kayak’s minimal noise. 

 Humpbacks primarily rely on hearing, and small, motorless vessels like kayaks produce little sound, contributing to the 

accidental encounter. 
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Context : 

 A controversy has erupted over the show India’s Got Latent, primarily due to crude remarks made by 

YouTuber RanveerAllahabadia. 

 Hosted by comedian Samay Raina, the show is dened by its use of dark humor and has gained 

immense popularity,particularly among young audiences. 

 However, beyond the outrage over individual comments, the controversy highlights a broader 

struggle for control overdigital media 

Legal Perspective on Vulgarity 

 The Supreme Court dismissed criminal cases for foul language in an OTT show in Apoorva Arora v. 

Govt. of NCT of Delhi(2024), stating that obscenity should be judged objectively. 

 Allahabadia’s remarks, though crude, do not legally qualify as obscene. Despite legal precedents, 

moral outrage often leadsto intimidation and censorship. 

Use of Section 69A for Censorship 

 The government has invoked Section 69A of the IT Act, 2000, to block content, though “decency and 

morality” are notgrounds for blocking websites. 

 The government has a history of using censorship, as seen in the blocking of Savita Bhabhi and 

increasing contentrestrictions through the IT Rules, 2021. 

Push for Stronger Digital Regulations 

 The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting is advancing a new Broadcasting Bill, which seeks to 

regulate online creatorslike traditional broadcasters. 

 The Parliamentary Standing Committee on IT is pushing for stricter digital regulations. 

 Pattern of Government Crackdown on Content 

GS Paper 02Indian Polity 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Examine the impact of increasing digital content 

regulation on freedom of speech in India. How can abalance be struck between 

creative expression and societal norms? (250 words, 15 marks) 
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 Similar actions were taken against Tandav (2021), where government pressure led to scene cuts and 

multiple legal casesOTT platforms have increasingly complied with government censorship to avoid 

legal troubles. 

Political and Economic Implications 

 The controversy is not just about vulgarity but reects a larger shift in governance, termed techno-

patrimonialism. 

 Political parties are competing not just on welfare but also on digital censorship, aligning with a mix 

of cultural nationalismand populist welfare policies. 

Future of Digital Freedom 

 Given past trends, online creators may soon plead for “regulation” to avoid harsher crackdowns. 

 The debate over digital content regulation is a symptom of a broader political shift rather than just a 

reaction to an offensivejoke. 

 


