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Page 01 : GS 2 : International Relations 

The recent visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the U.S. included bilateral discussions with President 

Donald Trump in Washington. 

 

 Their talks focused on trade, defence, energy cooperation, and strategic partnerships. 

Trade Negotiations and Energy Cooperation 

 India and the U.S. have agreed to negotiate the rst part of a trade agreement by autumn 2025. 

 India aims to increase energy purchases from the U.S. to address concerns about the trade decit. 

 The two countries have set a target to more than double bilateral trade to $500 billion by 2030 

under ‘Mission 500’. 

 India is expected to increase its energy imports from the U.S. from $15 billion to $25 billion in the 

near future. 

 Both nations have agreed to collaborate on Small Modular (nuclear) Reactors to strengthen India’s 

energy security. 

Border Issue with China 
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 The U.S. President has offered to assist India in managing its border tensions with China. 

Defence Cooperation and Military Sales 

 The U.S. is working towards providing India with F-35 stealth ghter jets in the future. 

 A new decade-long framework for defence cooperation has been announced. 

 India will procure six additional P-8I Maritime Patrol aircraft to improve surveillance in the Indian 

Ocean Region. 

 The U.S. and India will reopen talks on a Reciprocal Defence Procurement (RDP) agreement to align 

their defence procurement systems. 

 The U.S. will review its International Trafc in Arms Regulations (ITAR) to facilitate military technology 

transfers to India. 

 The two sides announced the U.S.-India COMPACT (Catalysing Opportunities for Military 

Partnership, Accelerated Commerce & Technology) framework to strengthen cooperation in 

defence, commerce, and technology. 

Technology and Indo-Pacic Security Cooperation 

 A new initiative, the Autonomous Systems Industry Alliance, has been launched to enhance 

underwater domain awareness technologies in the Indo-Pacic. 

 The U.S. and India will scale up joint production and partnerships in the Indo-Pacic region. 

Conclusion 

 The bilateral discussions covered a wide range of topics, including defence, trade, energy, and 

technology. 

 Both countries are working towards strengthening economic ties while addressing security and 

geopolitical concerns. 

 The agreements mark a signicant step in deepening India-U.S. cooperation for the future. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Evaluate the signicance of India-U.S. cooperation in trade, defense, and energy for regional stability 

and global strategic balance. (150 Words /10 marks) 
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Page 03 : GS 2 : Indian Polity 

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar questioned the legal basis of the Chief Justice’s role in appointing the 

CBI Director and emphasized the need to revisit executive-judiciary relations. 

 

Arguments in Favour of the Chief Justice’s Role in CBI Director’s Appointment 
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 Ensures Judicial Oversight: The Chief Justice’s involvement prevents arbitrary executive decisions, 

ensuring fairness in key appointments. 

 Checks and Balances: This maintains a balance of power between the executive and judiciary, 

preventing excessive government control over investigative agencies. 

 Protects Investigative Independence: A judicial presence safeguards CBI from political inuence, 

ensuring impartial investigations. 

 Precedent-Based System: The practice was introduced following judicial intervention to uphold 

transparency and fairness. 

 Democratic Safeguard: In a democracy, multi-institutional participation prevents any one branch 

from overpowering others. 

Arguments Against the Chief Justice’s Role in CBI Director’s Appointment 

 Separation of Powers: Judiciary’s involvement in executive decisions contradicts the principle of 

separation of powers. 

 Judicial Overreach: It may lead to excessive judicial interference in administrative matters. 

 Accountability Issues: The executive, not the judiciary, is directly accountable to the people for 

governance. 

 Delays in Appointment Process: Legal complexities and judicial scrutiny can slow down the 

selection of crucial ofcers. 

 Global Practices Differ: In most democracies, investigative agency appointments are handled solely 

by the executive or legislature. 

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2023 

Ques : Constitutionally guaranteed judicial independence is a prerequisite of democracy. Comment. (150 

Words /10 marks) 
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Page 09 : Prelims Fact 

The news highlights a bamboo variety named Konda Veduru and its importance to tribal communities of 

Andhra Pradesh. 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Introduction 

 Konda Veduru is a species of bamboo particularly found in the Godavari Valley of Andhra Pradesh. 

 It is widely used by the Konda Reddi and Koya tribes for food, livelihood, and commercial purposes. 

Why is it called green gold? 

 Konda Veduru is called “green gold” due to its fast growth, high economic value, and multiple uses 

in construction, handicrafts, and paper production. 

 Its eco-friendly nature and sustainability enhance its importance. 

Habitat and Distribution 

 Found in hill plains and forests, especially in the Godavari Valley. 

 Covers over 53% of India’s total bamboo area (about 2.25 lakh hectares in Andhra Pradesh). 

Culinary Signicance 

 A staple food of Konda Reddi tribes. 

 Used in making Kommu Koora, a dish with bamboo shoots, cereals, and meat. 

 Must be boiled before consumption to remove toxins. 

Economic and Cultural Importance 

 Used in tobacco curing and sold in tribal markets. 

 A vital livelihood source for Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). 
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Page 12 : Prelims Fact 

Bangladesh has requested Elon Musk’s Starlink satellite internet service to improve connectivity. 

 This can benet youth, rural women, and remote communities of Bangladesh. 

 

What is Starlink? 

 Satellite Internet Service: Starlink is a satellite-based broadband internet service developed by 

SpaceX, the aerospace company founded by Elon Musk. 

 Low Earth Orbit (LEO) Satellites: It uses a constellation of low Earth orbit satellites to provide high-

speed internet access globally, especially in remote and underserved areas. 

 High-Speed Connectivity: Starlink aims to deliver speeds of up to 250 Mbps, with low latency 

compared to traditional satellite internet. 

 Global Coverage: It is designed to provide internet access in rural and geographically isolated 

locations where traditional broadband infrastructure is limited or unavailable. 
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 Growing Network: As of 2025, Starlink has deployed thousands of satellites and continues to 

expand its coverage worldwide. 

 Affordable Access: While initially expensive, SpaceX is working to make Starlink more affordable 

for widespread adoption. 

 Applications: It can support education, emergency response, businesses, and government services 

in remote regions. 
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In News : GS 2 : US-India COMPACT 

 The US and India launched the US-India COMPACT initiative to enhance strategic cooperation in 

defence, trade, and technology, with a focus on military sales, co-production, and countering 

regional security challenges. 

b 

Analysis of the news: 

Strengthening Strategic Ties 

 The launch of the US-India COMPACT (Catalyzing Opportunities for Military Partnership, Accelerated 

Commerce & Technology) for the 21st Century marks a signicant step in deepening bilateral 

relations across multiple domains. 

 This initiative reects mutual trust and aims for transformative change, particularly in defence and 

high-tech sectors. 

Strategic Defence Cooperation 

 The agreement underscores India’s growing defence partnership with the US, particularly in 

countering China’s assertiveness in the Indo-Pacic. 

 Key components include increased military sales, co-development, and technology transfers. 

 Discussions on the F-35 stealth ghter jets and the Autonomous Systems Industry Alliance highlight 

the focus on future defence capabilities. 

10-Year Defence Framework 
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 Both nations announced a new 10-year defence partnership framework, emphasizing 

interoperability, logistics, and joint manufacturing. 

 Notable US-origin defence platforms integrated into India’s arsenal include C-130J Super Hercules, 

P-8I Poseidon, AH-64E Apache helicopters, and MQ-9B drones. 

 Plans to co-produce Javelin Anti-Tank Missiles and Stryker Infantry Combat Vehicles in India further 

strengthen indigenous manufacturing. 

Technology & Procurement Reforms 

 India’s Major Defence Partner status and STA-1 designation facilitate access to advanced US military 

technology. 

 To streamline defence trade, both nations plan to review arms transfer regulations (ITAR) and open 

negotiations for a Reciprocal Defence Procurement (RDP) agreement to align procurement 

processes and enhance bilateral defence supply chains. 

Expanding Defence Technology Cooperation 

 Recognizing India’s role in the Quad alliance, both nations pledged to accelerate cooperation in air 

defence, space, missile technology, and undersea systems. 

 The US is also considering policy changes to release fth-generation ghter jets and advanced 

maritime defence systems to India, strengthening its strategic deterrence capabilities. 
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Context : 

 In mid-January 2024, China restricted travel for its engineers and technicians working in Indian 

manufacturing facilities. 

 Chinese workers already in India were recalled, and exports of specialized manufacturing equipment 

were halted. 

Introduction 

 These restrictions have severely impacted production, as China has a monopoly on certain high-tech 

manufacturing equipment. 

 Taiwanese workers have been brought in to ll the gap, but the lack of specialized equipment is a 

major hurdle. 

Geopolitical Competition and China’s Strategy 

 China is using economic tools to slow down India’s manufacturing growth. 

 By limiting the transfer of technical knowledge from Chinese workers to Indian workers, China aims 

to maintain its advantage. 

 The restrictions on specialized machinery disrupt production, making it harder for India to establish 

itself as a global manufacturing hub. 

 China’s actions ensure that global companies remain dependent on its supply chains. 

India’s Role in the China Plus One Strategy 

GS Paper 02 :  International Relation 

PYQ: (UPSC CSE (M) GS-2 2017): ‘China is using its economic relations and positive 

trade surplus as tools to develop potential military power status in Asia’, In the light 

of this statement, discuss its impact on India as her neighbour. (150 words/10m)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Discuss the impact of China’s trade restrictions on 

India’s electronics manufacturing and suggest ways to reduce dependence on China. 

(250 Words /15 marks) 
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 Global companies are reducing reliance on China by diversifying production to other countries, 

including India, Vietnam, and Mexico. 

 India has been a key destination for this shift, as its manufacturing sector is growing in a way similar 

to China’s past development. 

 China wants to limit India’s rise as a competitor and remind global companies of its own critical role 

in production. 

India’s Efforts to Attract Manufacturing Investments 

 The Indian government has actively supported the expansion of major smartphone manufacturers in 

South India. 

 In 2023, advanced smartphone models were assembled in Indian factories. 

 For the rst time, a high-end smartphone model was assembled in India in 2024. 

 State governments in South India have prioritized investments in smartphone manufacturing. 

‘Make in India’ and Government Support 

 Large-scale electronics manufacturing is a key part of the ‘Make in India’ initiative. 

 The Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme has been increased to ₹8,885 crore ($1.02 billion) in 

the Union Budget 2025, from ₹6,125 crore ($0.70 billion) in the previous year. 

 The Union Budget 2025 removed import taxes on key mobile components like printed circuit 

boards, camera modules, connectors, and lithium-ion battery manufacturing machinery. 

India-China Relations and Economic Dependency 

 India and China agreed on military patrolling rules in October 2024, after four years of tensions in 

eastern Ladakh. 

 Despite diplomatic progress, China’s economic actions show that geopolitical competition will 

continue. 

 India still depends on China for manufacturing components and machinery, inuencing negotiations. 

India’s Long-Term Strategy 

 In the short term, India should work with global companies to negotiate with China. 

 In the long term, India must focus on developing its own supply chains and technical expertise. 

 Currently, India mainly does nal assembly of smartphones; to become a full-scale manufacturing 

hub, local industries must grow. 
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 The National Manufacturing Mission is a step forward but requires strong nancial support to build 

industrial clusters. 

 Skill development programs and on-site training should focus on industry-specic specializations. 

 Encouraging private investment will help create a strong network of Indian contract manufacturers 

for both foreign and domestic brands. 

 


