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Page 03 : Prelims Fact 

The Supreme Court noted that the Centre has not granted approval for Tamil Nadu’s Cauvery-South Vellar 

Link project, despite a 2021 request. 

 Karnataka opposed the project, citing concerns over water rights. 

 

Cauvery-South Vellar Link Project: Key Details 

 Tamil Nadu sought in-principle approval for the project from the Jal Shakti Ministry in January 2021, 

but the Centre has not granted approval yet. 

 Project Overview: The South Vellar Link aims to divert surplus water from the Mettur dam in Tamil 

Nadu to dry tanks in the Sarabanga basin in Salem district. 

 Karnataka’s Opposition: Karnataka raised concerns that the project could affect its rights over 

Cauvery water, as the project involves the transfer of inter-State water from Karnataka’s Biligundlu 

border. 

 Cost and Scope: Estimated cost of ₹565 crore, with 483 tmcft of water transferred. 

 Legal Action: Karnataka filed a plea for an injunction against the project, citing constitutional and 

federal concerns – and seeking non-clearance from the Centre. 
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The Union Ministry of Mines annulled the auction of the Nayakkarpatti tungsten mineral block in Madurai 

district. 

 

Places in News: 
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 Nayakkarpatti, Madurai: The Union Ministry of Mines canceled the auction of a tungsten mineral 

block due to protests from locals and concerns over the Arittapatti biodiversity heritage site. 

 Arittapatti Biodiversity Heritage Site: Tamil Nadu’s first biodiversity heritage site, Arittapatti, 

boasts rich biodiversity, including raptors like the Laggar Falcon and Shaheen Falcon. It also features 

historical sites like megalithic structures and rock-cut temples.. 
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The news discusses the health risks of Rhodamine B, a synthetic dye linked to cancer. 

 

Use of Rhodamine B and Its Health Risks 

 Rhodamine B is a synthetic dye, widely used in textiles, paper, and leather. 

 It is also found in food products, though its use in consumables poses serious health risks. 

 Studies show it can cause DNA damage, mutations, and potentially lead to cancer. 
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 Animal studies have linked prolonged exposure to tumor development in organs like the liver and 

bladder. 

Global and Indian Actions 

 The FDA in the U.S. has banned Rhodamine B in food, citing concerns over its carcinogenic effects. 

 The European Union also restricts its use in cosmetics and consumer products. 

 In India, several states have taken actions against its use in food. 

 Tamil Nadu banned cotton candy in February 2024 after detecting the dye in samples. 

 Karnataka followed suit, imposing severe penalties on violators. 

 Puducherry and Himachal Pradesh also implemented similar bans. 

Health Risks of  Rhodamine B 

 Experts warn of the carcinogenic risks associated with synthetic dyes like Rhodamine B, especially for 

children, the elderly, and those with weakened immune systems. 

 Long-term exposure to such dyes may lead to chronic allergic reactions and skin issues. 

 Experts suggest India needs more research on the safety of food dyes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 12 : Prelims Fact 

The India’s digital economy will grow at twice the rate of the overall economy. 

 The digital economy will reach 13.42% of national income by 2024–25, up from 11.74% in 2022–23. 
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Analysis of the news: 

 The report is based on a study by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology and was 

prepared by the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER). 

 By 2030, India’s digital economy is expected to account for nearly 20% of GDP. 

 This is the first government attempt to quantify the digital economy’s size. 

 ICRIER’s definition combines those from the OECD and ADB, while also including digitally-enabled 

sectors like BFSI and education. 

 In 2022–23, India’s digital economy was valued at ₹28.94 lakh crore (GVA) and ₹31.64 lakh crore 

(GDP). 
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In News : India’s Deep Ocean Mission 

India is set to launch its first human underwater submersible, a deep-sea manned vehicle, in 2025.  

India’s First Human Underwater Submersible 

 This submersible will operate at a depth of 500 meters, with a future goal of reaching 6,000 meters 

by next year. 

 This achievement will position India among six countries with the technology to undertake such 

ambitious projects. 

Boosting the Blue Economy 

 The submersible and the Deep Ocean Mission aim to advance scientific capabilities and strengthen 

the blue economy, which involves utilizing ocean resources for sustainable economic growth. 

 The initiative is designed to explore vast underwater resources, including minerals, rare metals, and 

marine biodiversity, crucial for economic growth and environmental sustainability. 

 The project is fully based on indigenous technology developed in India, emphasizing the country’s 

self-reliance in cutting-edge science. 

Dual Achievements in Scientific Exploration 

 The Deep Ocean Mission aligns with India’s other landmark missions, such as the Gaganyaan space 

mission, showcasing significant achievements in both space and marine exploration. 

 The mission also aims to enhance understanding of deep-sea ecosystems, contributing to 

sustainable fisheries and biodiversity conservation. 

Conclusion 

 The mission faced delays due to the pandemic but has made notable progress. 

 It promises long-term benefits for India’s economy, scientific community, and environmental 

resilience. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question  

Ques : Discuss the objectives and significance of India’s Deep Ocean Mission. How does it contribute to 

the country’s scientific advancements and blue economy? (150 Words /10 marks) 
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GS Paper 02 :  Social Justice – Health 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Despite significant efforts, India struggles to eliminate 

tuberculosis (TB). Analyze the challenges and suggest measures to achieve the End TB 

targets by 2025. (150 Words /10 marks)   
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Context : 

 The article discusses challenges faced by India in achieving its End TB targets due to high global TB 

burden, drug-resistant cases, and systemic healthcare gaps. 

Tuberculosis: A Global and National Challenge 

 Tuberculosis (TB) remains the leading infectious disease killer globally. 

 The End TB targets, which aim for a 90% reduction in TB deaths, 80% reduction in new cases, and 

zero catastrophic costs for TB-affected families by 2030, are far from being achieved. 

 India pledged in 2018 to achieve these targets by 2025 but faced setbacks due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 According to the WHO Global Tuberculosis Report 2024, India accounts for 26% of global TB cases 

and remains a hub for drug-resistant TB and TB-related deaths. 

Vulnerable Groups at Risk 

 High-risk groups include individuals exposed to factors like silicosis, undernutrition, overcrowding, 

and comorbidities such as diabetes. 

 Migrant workers face challenges due to poor access to healthcare and difficulty continuing 

treatment when moving back to native places. 

 Addressing undernutrition is a priority, but other contributory factors require multisectoral actions 

tailored to specific regions. 

Achievements and Challenges in TB Treatment 

 India’s National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP) offers free and effective drugs, 

achieving treatment initiation in over 95% of notified cases. 

 However, a supply chain disruption in 2023 led to a shortage of key drugs, causing treatment delays, 

risk of antibiotic resistance, and catastrophic health expenses. 

Focus on Extrapulmonary TB (EP-TB) 

 Extrapulmonary TB (EP-TB) affects organs other than the lungs, such as lymph nodes, kidneys, brain, 

and bones, accounting for 24% of cases. 

 EP-TB is often missed or diagnosed late due to vague symptoms resembling other diseases. 

 General practitioners need better training to detect EP-TB early through simple tests and thorough 

clinical examinations. 
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Gaps in Diagnosis and Healthcare Resources 

 Studies indicate that only 35% of private practitioners and 75% of government doctors can correctly 

diagnose classical TB symptoms. 

 A shortage of trained staff and limited access to molecular tests like CBNAAT and Truenat delay 

diagnosis. 

 Many testing facilities are district-based, and logistical issues like cartridge shortages and technician 

availability worsen the problem. 

Successful Interventions and Best Practices 

 In Idukki, Kerala, collaboration with Kudumbashree, a women’s self-help network, led to significant 

community participation and advocacy, helping achieve TB targets. 

 Advocacy by political leaders and cross-learning from successful practices across regions can 

enhance TB elimination efforts. 

Progress and Future Directions 

 India achieved a 24% decline in TB deaths compared to 2015, exceeding the global decline rate. 

 Learning from countries like Vietnam, which used active case finding among high-risk groups, could 

improve interventions. 

 India must adapt its strategies and frameworks to address regional challenges and accelerate 

progress toward eliminating TB. 

Conclusion 

 Achieving the End TB targets by 2025 remains challenging due to systemic issues, but progress in 

case notification and reduced deaths offers hope. 

 Strengthened healthcare systems and community-driven interventions are crucial to eliminating TB. 

 


