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Page 01 : Prelims Fact 

U.S. President Donald Trump signed an Executive Order to end “citizenship by birth,” impacting Indian 

professionals on H-1B and other temporary visas. 
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More on the news: 

 A coalition of 18 Democratic-led States filed a lawsuit claiming that ending birthright citizenship 

violates the U.S. Constitution. 

 Further, President Trump announced plans to impose 100% tariffs on BRICS countries transitioning 

to “non-dollar” transactions. 

 The U.S. government’s crackdown on undocumented immigrants could affect 7.25 lakh Indians, with 

18,000 already on a deportation list. 

 Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar planned discussions with U.S. Secretary of State Marco 

Rubio on immigration, tariffs, bilateral ties, and Quad priorities. 

What is birthright citizenship in the US? 

 Birthright citizenship in the U.S. means that anyone born on U.S. soil automatically becomes a U.S. 

citizen, regardless of their parents’ immigration status. 

 This principle is based on the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which guarantees 

citizenship to all individuals born or naturalized in the country. 

 It is often referred to as “jus soli,” meaning “right of the soil.”This policy has allowed children of 

immigrants, including undocumented ones, to gain U.S. citizenship. 

 Does India have birthright citizenship? India does not provide unconditional birthright citizenship 

like the U.S. 

 Under the Citizenship Act, 1955.A person is granted citizenship by birth only if at least one parent is 

an Indian citizen and the other is not an illegal migrant. 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Governance 

On January 3, 2025, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology released the draft rules for the 

implementation of the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023. 

 

Introduction to Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Draft Rules 

 These rules were introduced 16 months after the DPDP Act was notified in August 2023. 

 The government is seeking public feedback on these draft rules. 

Concerns Over the Data Privacy Framework 
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 Critics argue that the DPDP Act, along with the draft rules, is insufficient to establish a 

comprehensive data privacy framework. 

 Concerns include the need for further scrutiny and review of these rules by a parliamentary standing 

committee before final approval. 

Data Localisation Mandate 

 The draft rules propose a data localisation mandate that goes beyond what was initially intended by 

the DPDP Act. 

 Data localisation refers to restrictions on transferring data outside the country’s borders. 

 The rules suggest that a government-appointed committee will define which types of data cannot 

be exported. 

 Significant data fiduciaries (SDFs), such as large tech companies, are likely to be affected by this rule. 

 The main motivation for this provision is to help law enforcement access cross-border data for 

investigations more easily, as seen with the Reserve Bank of India’s 2018 mandate for payment data 

localisation. 

 A two-year timeline is proposed for the industry to set up systems for compliance with data 

localisation requirements. 

Challenges of Data Localisation 

 Data localisation could pose operational challenges for both large tech companies and start-ups. 

 Companies may face difficulties in segmenting and determining which data to store where, leading 

to higher operational costs and limitations on business operations. 

 The process could be complex and costly for businesses to comply with, especially for international 

companies with vast data needs. 

Executive Overreach and Government Powers 

 Section 36 of the DPDP Act grants sweeping powers to the government to demand information 

from data fiduciaries or intermediaries in the name of national security, sovereignty, or integrity. 

 These powers could be misused for surveillance or political control, with concerns about 

compromising privacy. 

 Rule 22 also prevents companies from disclosing government demands for information if it could 

harm national security, raising fears of government overreach and lack of transparency. 

Concerns Over Lack of Safeguards 
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 Critics argue that these provisions give the government excessive discretion without proper checks 

and balances. 

 There are concerns that the government could access data without notifying individuals involved, 

undermining transparency and accountability. 

 Some suggest that the government should adopt safeguards, similar to those in the Information 

Technology Act, 2000, to protect citizens’ privacy while ensuring the proper management of data 

requisition by authorities. 

Conclusion 

 The draft rules, although aimed at enhancing data protection, raise concerns about operational 

challenges, government overreach, and the absence of adequate privacy safeguards. 

 The industry and legal experts recommend more scrutiny and proper checks before final 

implementation. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Rather than fostering a comprehensive data privacy framework, the draft rules for the Digital 

Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, introduce challenges. Analyze the implications of the data 

localisation mandate and executive powers granted under the Act. (250 Words /15 marks) 
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Page 11 : GS 2 : Social Justice – Health 

On New Year’s Day, a five-year-old girl in Karnataka died from a snakebite due to delays in antivenom 

treatment and unsafe conditions at her anganwadi.India records an estimated 58,000 snakebite deaths 

annually, making it the “snakebite capital” of the world. 

 

What Are Antivenoms? 

 Antivenoms are life-saving medicines used to treat snakebites. 

 They are made by injecting small amounts of venom into animals, usually horses, which produce 

antibodies that neutralize venom toxins. 
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How Snake Venom Affects the Body 

 Snake venom contains haemotoxins, neurotoxins, and cytotoxins that damage blood cells, paralyze 

nerves, and dissolve tissue. 

 Without medical intervention, venom can lead to death. 

How Antivenoms Work 

 Antivenoms work by binding to venom toxins and rendering them inactive. 

 They are produced by injecting venom into horses, and the antibodies are extracted and purified. 

Challenges in Accessing Antivenoms 

 Despite India being the largest producer of antivenoms, many people in rural areas struggle to 

access timely treatment. 

 Issues like poor storage conditions, high costs, and logistical problems worsen the situation. 

Future of Antivenoms 

 Future antivenoms may be synthetic, using AI and recombinant DNA technology for improved 

safety and effectiveness. 

 Region-specific antivenoms could provide more precise treatments. 

Conclusion 

 India’s snakebite crisis requires improved access to timely medical care, better antivenom storage, 

and advanced research for more effective treatments. 

 Continued innovation and infrastructure are essential for saving lives. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : India is considered the ‘snakebite capital’ of the world, with thousands of fatalities every year. 

Discuss the challenges in snakebite treatment in India and suggest measures to address this crisis. (150 

Words /10 marks)  
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Page 13 : GS 3 : Indian economy – Energy 

 Honda Motor Co. Ltd. Chief Engineer Hiroya Ueda highlighted the potential 

of bioethanol and renewable energy-based electrification for India to 

achieve carbon neutrality. 

Introduction to Bioethanol and Challenges 

 Bioethanol and renewable energy-based electrification can help India 

achieve carbon neutrality. 

 However, the high running costs of bioethanol fuel due to lower fuel 

efficiency remain a significant barrier. 

 The government must create mechanisms to make bioethanol more 

affordable for consumers. 

Making Bioethanol Pricing Affordable 

 Although bioethanol reduces carbon emissions, its higher cost of operation 

compared to conventional fuels is an issue. 

 A key strategy to make bioethanol viable is through policy changes that 

ensure affordable pricing for users. 

 The government should focus on reducing fuel costs to make it 

economically competitive with gasoline. 

Improving Fuel Efficiency 

 Vehicle manufacturers must work on improving fuel efficiency to lower the 

cost per kilometer of ethanol-powered vehicles. 

 Maintaining or reducing the fuel cost per kilometer is essential for ethanol 

to remain competitive with gasoline. 

Proposed Price Rductions 

 A potential solution is to reduce the price of ethanol (E100) from ₹95 per 

liter to ₹65 per liter to lower vehicle running costs. 

 Improving vehicle mileage is another way to reduce the overall cost of 

ethanol-based transportation. 
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Economic Benefits for Farmers 

 Promoting ethanol fuel will have positive socio-economic impacts, particularly in rural India, where 

agriculture is a major livelihood. 

 The use of bioethanol can support farmers and contribute to rural development. 

Availability of Bioethanol 

 Ethanol can be distributed through existing gasoline stations, ensuring its widespread availability. 

 In comparison, infrastructure for other alternative fuels like CNG is still developing, which makes 

ethanol more accessible in the short term. 

Environmental Benefits of Ethanol 

 Bioethanol has an environmental advantage over other fuels by significantly reducing carbon 

emissions. 

 Both flex-fuel vehicles and electric vehicles are necessary for achieving long-term carbon neutrality 

goals. 

Conclusion 

 To make bioethanol a sustainable and viable fuel option, India needs support from the government, 

manufacturers, and farmers. 

 Affordable pricing and infrastructure improvements are critical for the success of ethanol in the 

Indian market. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Bioethanol fuel has the potential to contribute significantly to India’s carbon neutrality goals. 

Discuss the challenges associated with its widespread adoption, and suggest measures to make it 

economically viable for users. (250 Words /15 marks) 
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In News : Indus Waters Treaty Dispute Over Kishenganga and Ratle Projects 

The World Bank-appointed Neutral Expert has upheld India’s stance on the dispute resolution mechanism 

under the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) concerning the Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric projects.  

Analysis of the news: 

What is Indus Water Treaty (IWT)? 

 Indus Waters Treaty was signed on September 19, 1960, between India and Pakistan and was 

brokered by the World Bank. 

 The treaty sets out a mechanism for cooperation and information exchange between the two sides 

on the use of the water of the Indus River and its five tributaries Sutlej, Beas, Ravi, Jhelum, and 

Chenab. 

Neutral Expert’s Decision 

 The Neutral Expert validated India’s position that the seven questions referred to him fall under his 

jurisdiction per Paragraph 7 of Annexure F of the treaty.  

 This aligns with India’s consistent claim that only the Neutral Expert has the competence to decide 

these issues.  

 The decision marks the beginning of the merits phase, which will evaluate the specific technical 

differences and lead to a final decision. 

India’s Stand 

 India welcomed the Neutral Expert’s decision, emphasizing its commitment to the sanctity of the 

IWT and rejecting the parallel proceedings initiated by Pakistan in the PCA, which India deems 

“illegally constituted.”  

 The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) reiterated India’s readiness to cooperate within the Neutral 

Expert process to resolve differences consistent with treaty provisions. 

Pakistan’s Position and Actions 

 Pakistan had initially sought the appointment of a Neutral Expert in 2015 but later unilaterally 

withdrew the request in 2016, opting instead for arbitration through the PCA.  

 This shift, according to India, violated the graded dispute resolution mechanism stipulated in Article 

IX of the IWT. 
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Broader Context of Disputes 

 India is constructing the Kishenganga hydroelectric project on the Kishenganga River (a tributary of 

Jhelum) and the Ratle hydroelectric project on the Chenab River.  

 Pakistan has raised technical objections, citing potential violations of the IWT. In response, India has 

invoked Article XII (3) to initiate reviews and potential modifications to the treaty, reflecting its 

evolving water management priorities and the need to address procedural ambiguities. 

Conclusion and Implications 

 The Neutral Expert’s decision reinforces the treaty’s dispute resolution mechanism and validates 

India’s adherence to its provisions.  

 Moving forward, the merits phase will be critical in resolving technical differences.  

 The case highlights the enduring challenges in Indo-Pak relations concerning shared water 

resources under the IWT framework. 

UPSC Prelims PYQ 2021 

Ques : With reference to the Indus river system, of the following four rivers, three of them pour into 

one of them which joins the Indus directly. Among the following, which one is such a river that joins 

the Indus direct?  

(a) Chenab 

(b) Jhelum 

(c) Ravi 

(d) Sutlej 

Ans: (d) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  
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Context : 

 The U.S.-India civil nuclear deal, finalized in 2008, aimed to enhance bilateral relations but faces 

challenges in liability, technology, and cost barriers. 

A Transformative Agreement 

 The U.S.-India civil nuclear deal was approved by the U.S. Congress in 2008 after years of 

negotiation since 2005. 

 The deal marked a new era in the U.S.-India defense and strategic cooperation. 

 It fostered trust in handling advanced technologies and paved the way for collaborations in defense, 

technology transfer, and intelligence sharing. 

India – US Civil Nuclear Deal (123 Agreement) 

 Background: Signed in 2008, the deal marked a major shift in US policy, ending India’s nuclear 

isolation since its 1974 nuclear tests. 

 Key Objective: To facilitate civil nuclear energy cooperation while ensuring non-proliferation 

commitments. 

 Nuclear Supplier Group (NSG) Waiver: India received a special waiver to engage in global civil 

nuclear trade despite not being a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

 Provisions: 

o US agreed to provide nuclear fuel, technology, and reactors for India’s civilian nuclear energy 

program. 

o India committed to separating its civil and military nuclear facilities and placing civil facilities 

under International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards. 

o Strategic Significance: Strengthened India-US strategic partnership.Boosted India’s energy 

security and nuclear power capacity.Positioned India as a responsible nuclear power. 

GS Paper 02 :  International Relations 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Discuss the challenges impeding the full implementation 

of the U.S.-India civil nuclear deal and suggest measures to overcome these hurdles. (250 

Words /15 marks)  
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Unrealized Promises of the Deal 

 The expected benefits in the energy and commercial sectors have not materialized. 

 The deal envisioned the construction of nuclear plants using U.S. technology, creating jobs and 

producing clean energy. 

 Westinghouse’s plan to build six nuclear plants in India, announced in 2016, has yet to materialize. 

Recent Developments in Regulatory Frameworks 

 U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan announced efforts to remove barriers to civil nuclear 

cooperation. 

 Initially, around 200 Indian entities were on the U.S. Entity List, limiting business opportunities. 

 Most entities were removed post-deal, but concerns over technology leakage kept some on the list. 

The Liability Risk Issue 

 India’s Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010, placed liability on suppliers rather than 

operators, unlike international norms. 

 This discouraged major U.S. companies like GE and Westinghouse from participating. 

 To address liability concerns, India introduced an insurance scheme involving General Insurance 

Corporation and other government entities. 

 While Russian companies accepted this arrangement, U.S. companies have not. 

Challenges in Technology and Costs 

 Rapid advancements in nuclear technology have created challenges for U.S. companies to meet 

India’s expectations. 

 Cost overruns in U.S. nuclear projects have raised concerns about affordability for Indian consumers. 

 Indian officials remain cautious about projects that might lead to increased electricity costs without 

sufficient benefits. 

Need for Joint Efforts 

 U.S. companies alone cannot overcome the challenges related to liability, technology, and cost. 

 Collaboration between the U.S. government, Indian authorities, and nuclear companies is essential. 

 Achieving the deal’s full potential could yield immense benefits, including clean energy and stronger 

U.S.-India ties. 
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Conclusion 

 The U.S.-India civil nuclear deal represents a milestone in bilateral relations, but significant barriers 

remain. 

 Resolving issues related to liability, technology, and cost is crucial to realizing its promise. 

 


