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Page 03 : Prelims Fact 

 Playback singer P. Jayachandran, renowned for his soulful voice and over 16,000 songs, passed away 

in Thrissur. 

 

Personalities in News: P. Jayachandran 

 P. Jayachandran was a renowned Indian playback singer, widely recognized for his soulful voice and 

expressive singing. 

 He was born in Ravipuram, Ernakulam, and hailed from a family with strong musical roots. 

 Over his six-decade-long career, he recorded more than 16,000 songs in multiple languages, 

including Malayalam, Tamil, Kannada, Telugu, and Hindi. 

 His voice became iconic in Malayalam cinema, with songs that resonated deeply with listeners 

across generations. 

 Despite his age and health challenges, his voice maintained a youthful charm and emotional depth. 

 He passed away at the age of 81, after battling cancer. 
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Page 05 : Prelims Fact 

The Z-Morh tunnel, set to open in January 13, will boost year-round tourism and provide strategic access 

to Ladakh. 
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Analysis of the news: 

 Location and Purpose: The Z-Morh tunnel is located in Ganderbal district, Jammu & Kashmir, and is 

part of a strategic corridor linking Kashmir and Ladakh. 

 Tourism Benefits: The tunnel will keep Sonamarg open for year-round tourism, preventing closures 

due to snowfall and avalanches. 

 Strategic Importance: It provides continuous access to Ladakh and enhances connectivity, crucial for 

both civilian and military purposes. 

 Construction: Built at a cost of ₹2,680 crore, the tunnel is 6.5 km long with advanced features, 

including a modified escape tunnel and ventilation systems. 

 Economic Impact: It is expected to boost winter tourism and adventure tourism in the region. 

 

USPC Prelims Practice Question  

Ques : Consider the following statements regarding the Z-Morh Tunnel: 

1. The Z-Morh Tunnel is located in the Union Territory of Ladakh. 

2.It provides year-round connectivity to Sonamarg, which remains inaccessible during winter. 

3.The Z-Morh Tunnel is part of the strategic infrastructure development under the Bharatmala Pariyojana. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

Answer: (b) 
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Page 06 : GS 3 : Science and Tech  

India’s Genome India project compiles 10,000 genomes from 83 population groups to advance disease 

research, precision medicine, and biotechnology, housed at the IBDC. 

 

Genome India Project: 
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 Objective: The Genome India project aims to create a comprehensive database of human genomes 

from various population groups across India, focusing on disease research and drug therapy 

development. 

 Scope: It includes 10,000 human genomes representing 83 population groups, covering about 2% 

of India’s 4,600 population groups. 

 Database Availability: The database is housed at the Indian Biological Data Centre (IBDC) in 

Faridabad, Haryana, and is accessible to researchers globally. 

 Genomic Insights: The project reveals around 27 million low-frequency variants, including 7 million 

not found in other global databases. 

 Precision Medicine: Genome India focuses on enabling targeted clinical interventions for better 

healthcare and advancing precision medicine. 

 Privacy Measures: Data is anonymized with numeric codes, and access requires proposals vetted by 

an independent panel. 

 Future Potential: While it currently covers a small portion of India’s genetic diversity, plans exist to 

expand it to a million genomes. 

USPC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques : Consider the following statements regarding the Genome India Project: 

1. The Genome India Project aims to sequence the entire genome of every citizen of India. 

2. It is implemented by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in collaboration with the Indian Council 

of Medical Research (ICMR). 

3. The project will help in the development of personalized medicine tailored to Indian genetic diversity. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

Ans: c) 
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Page 10: GS 2 : Indian Economy 

 India’s real GDP growth rate for 2024-25 is forecasted to drop to 6.4% from 8.2% in 2023-24. 

 

Decline in GDP Growth 

 This estimate is below the 6.5% to 7% range projected in the Economic Survey of July 2024. 

 The nominal GDP growth rate, which accounts for inflation, is expected to be 9.7%, lower than the 

10.5% projected in the Union Budget. 
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Discrepancies in Data Estimation 

 Experts, including the IMF, have criticized the official GDP estimates, particularly the use of the 

Wholesale Price Index (WPI) as a deflator. 

 The IMF has suggested using the Producer Price Index (PPI) instead of WPI for more accurate GDP 

deflation. 

 Data issues such as revisions to historical series and discrepancies between GDP by activity and 

expenditure complicate monitoring of India’s economy. 

What is GDP Deflation? 

 GDP deflation is the process of adjusting nominal GDP (which includes inflation) to real GDP by 

removing the effects of price changes over time. 

 This is done using a deflator, typically the GDP deflator, which reflects changes in the prices of 

goods and services. 

 It allows for a more accurate comparison of economic output across different periods by focusing 

on the actual growth in volume rather than price fluctuations. 

Impact of Volatility in WPI 

 WPI has shown significant volatility over the years, which has caused discrepancies between the WPI 

and the Consumer Price Index (CPI). 

 For example, in 2023-24, the nominal GDP showed a deceleration, while real GDP growth indicated 

acceleration due to discrepancies in the GDP deflator, which misrepresents economic conditions. 

Wholesale Price Index (WPI) 

 The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) measures the average change in prices of goods at the wholesale 

level, before they reach consumers. 

 It includes the prices of goods such as raw materials, intermediate goods, and finished products. 

 WPI is used to track inflation trends in the economy, providing insights into price changes at an 

early stage of production. 

 It is published by the Office of Economic Advisor (Ministry of Commerce and Industry). 

 WPI does not include services or products purchased directly by consumers, unlike the Consumer 

Price Index (CPI). 

 A high WPI indicates inflationary pressures in the economy. 
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Private Investment Challenges 

 Despite the Economic Survey highlighting the private sector’s slow response to tax cuts, the Union 

Budget projected a revival in private corporate investment to fund the ‘Prime Minister’s Package for 

Employment and Skilling.’ 

 However, the latest GDP estimates show a decline in real gross fixed capital formation from 9% in 

2023-24 to 6.4% in 2024-25, signaling weak investment performance. 

Investment and Consumption Trends 

 During the UPA era, real private investment growth was over 10%, significantly higher than under 

the NDA regime, where private investment growth stagnated. 

 Despite tax cuts in 2019, corporate investment has failed to drive substantial economic activity, 

highlighting the lack of a private investment-led recovery in the post-pandemic period. 

Fiscal Strain and Budgetary Challenges 

 Tax revenue growth is below target, with only 56% of the net tax revenue goal met by November 

2024. 

 Capital expenditure has been underutilized, with less than half of the projected ₹11.11 trillion capex 

spent by November. 

 The government faces the dilemma of maintaining fiscal discipline while addressing the economic 

slowdown, requiring adjustments to revenue mobilization strategies, such as increasing taxation on 

wealth and profits. 

Conclusion 

 The ongoing economic slowdown is evident, affecting key sectors like agriculture, manufacturing, 

and services. 

 To avoid worsening the fiscal situation, the government must reassess its revenue mobilization 

strategy and prioritize spending on capital and welfare. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Examine the challenges in estimating India’s GDP growth, particularly focusing on the issues with 

the use of the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) as a deflator. Discuss the implications of the declining private 

investment and fiscal constraints on the economy.  (250 Words /15 marks)  
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In News : Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 

The 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) is scheduled for January 8-10, 2025, in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 

 

Analysis of the news: 

Why January 9? 
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 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated annually on January 9 since 2003 to honor the contributions of 

the Overseas Indian community to India’s development.  

 The date commemorates Mahatma Gandhi’s return to India from South Africa in 1915, marking the 

beginning of his pivotal role in India’s freedom struggle. Since 2015, the event has been held 

biennially. 

Historical Background 

 The initiative stemmed from the recommendations of a High-Level Committee on Indian Diaspora 

led by LM Singhvi in 2002.  

 The committee emphasized the need to strengthen ties with the Indian diaspora and proposed the 

establishment of a Pravasi Bharatiya Bhavan for networking and preserving the diaspora’s history.  

 The first PBD was held in 2003 to implement these ideas. 

PBD 2025 in Odisha 

 The 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention is scheduled from January 8–10, 2025, in Bhubaneswar, 

Odisha, under the theme “Diaspora’s Contribution to a Viksit Bharat”.  

 The event celebrates India’s bond with its global diaspora and showcases Odisha’s economic 

opportunities, especially in the ASEAN and Indo-Pacific regions.  

 Known for its strengths in mining, steel manufacturing, marine economy, IT, and sports, Odisha will 

leverage the event to attract investments and partnerships. 

Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award (PBSA) 

 The PBSA is the highest honor for Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) and Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs). 

It recognizes contributions to India’s global image, local Indian communities’ welfare, and 

promoting India’s causes abroad. 

 2025 Awards: 27 individuals and organizations from countries like the US, Fiji, Mauritius, and Russia 

will be honored. 

Conferment: President Droupadi Murmu will present the awards during the valedictory session.. 

USPC Mains PYQ : 2020 

Ques : "Indian diaspora has a decisive role to play in the politics and economy of America and European 

countries." Comment. (250 Words /15 marks) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  
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Context : 

 The Supreme Court in Rajive Raturi v. Union of India (2024) held Rule 15 of the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities (RPwD) Rules, 2017, violative of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. 

Supreme Court’s Judgment on Rule 15 of RPwD Rules, 2017 

 The Court highlighted that Rule 15 was discretionary, whereas the Act’s provisions (Sections 40, 44, 

45, 46, 89) mandated strict obligations on the government. 

 Accessibility guidelines issued under Rule 15, such as those by the Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Affairs and Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, lost statutory authority after the Rule was 

struck down. 

 The Court gave the government three months to draft mandatory minimum accessibility standards 

for all sectors. 

Accessibility: A Principle-Based Approach 

 The judgment underlined the fragmented approach to accessibility guidelines, urging a shift to a 

principle-based framework. 

 Accessibility should ensure universality and intersectionality to address the diverse needs of persons 

with disabilities. 

Differentiating Accessibility and Reasonable Accommodation 

 Accessibility builds a foundation for inclusion through standardised measures, while reasonable 

accommodation tailors solutions for specific challenges. 

 Both are interdependent, fostering substantive equality as recognised by the UN Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

GS Paper 02 :  Social Justice  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Discuss the significance of the Supreme Court’s 

judgment in Rajive Raturi v. Union of India (2024) in reinforcing mandatory accessibility 

standards under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. (150 Words /10 marks) 
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Evolution of Accessibility Standards 

 Accessibility is dynamic, evolving with advancements like AI and the Internet of Things. 

 Minimum standards must adopt a phased realisation approach with periodic updates, inspired by 

countries like Canada, which aims for full accessibility by 2040. 

Broadening the Concept of Barriers 

 The RPwD Act identifies both tangible barriers (e.g., infrastructure) and intangible barriers (e.g., 

societal attitudes). 

 Accessibility guidelines should address these challenges to ensure inclusivity for all, including 

women, children, and the elderly. 

 Disability is increasingly seen as arising from environmental factors rather than individual incapacity. 

Compliance Through Social Audits 

 Section 48 of the RPwD Act mandates social audits to ensure schemes and programs meet the 

needs of persons with disabilities. 

 Lack of standardised guidelines for these audits leads to inconsistencies across states, limited 

awareness, and insufficient training for auditors. 

 Clear audit frameworks can help identify changing disability-related challenges and enhance service 

delivery. 

Simplifying Accessibility Rules 

 Earlier rules suffered from bureaucratic complexity and overlapping mandates from various 

ministries, leading to confusion and high compliance costs. 

 New guidelines should be direct, practical, and easy to implement with a nodal authority for 

adjudication, such as the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

Conclusion 

 The deadline for the new guidelines is February, with the possibility of an extension. 

 Both public and private sectors must collaborate to create inclusive financial, technological, and 

transport systems. 

 Accessible products and services are not just a legislative mandate but also a market opportunity to 

cater to a larger population base.. 

 


