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Page 01 : Prelims Fact 

Ustad Zakir Hussain, a legendary tabla maestro and cultural icon, passed away at 73 due to idiopathic pulmonary 

fibrosis. 

 Renowned for his global impact on Indian classical music, he embodied India’s syncretic culture. 

 

Ustad Zakir Hussain: 

 Ustad Zakir Hussain (1951-2024) was a globally celebrated tabla maestro and cultural ambassador of India. 

 Everything You Need To Know About 
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 Known for blending Indian classical music with global genres, he revolutionized the perception of tabla as a 

melodic and rhythmic instrument. 

 Born to tabla legend Ustad Alla Rakha, he inherited the Punjab gharana tradition and elevated it with his 

creativity and showmanship. 

 A child prodigy, he began playing tabla at the age of three and became a professional performer by his 

teenage years. 

 He co-founded the Shakti band in 1973 with John McLaughlin, blending Indian classical music with Western 

jazz. 

 Hussain composed music for films like Mr. and Mrs. Iyer and Manto and worked on international projects 

such as Apocalypse Now. 

 A four-time Grammy Award winner, he was a recipient of the Padma Vibhushan, India’s second-highest 

civilian honor. 

 His humility and curiosity continued to define his journey, inspiring musicians worldwide. 

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2020 

Ques : With reference to Indian music and culture, consider the following pairs: 

Instrument :  Artist 

1. Sitar       : Ustad Amjad Ali Khan 

2.Tabla   :  Pandit Ravi Shankar 

3.Mridangam  :  T. V. Gopalakrishnan 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) None of the above 

Ans: c) 
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Page 07 : GS 2 & 3 : International Relations & Environment 

The UNCCD’s COP16 in Saudi Arabia concluded without a binding drought 

protocol, despite increasing global drought challenges costing $300 billion 

annually. 

 African nations strongly advocated for binding agreements, but developed 

countries pushed for a less stringent framework. 

 Negotiators plan finalization at COP17 in 2026. 

Conclusion of COP16 without a Binding Protocol 

 The 12-day UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) conference, 

COP16, hosted in Saudi Arabia, ended without an agreement on a binding 

protocol to address drought. 

 Negotiators required more time to finalize the approach, according to 

UNCCD Executive Secretary Ibrahim Thiaw. 

Significance of a Binding Protocol 

 African nations advocated for a binding protocol to ensure governments 

devise robust drought preparation and response plans. 

 Developed countries, however, preferred a “framework,” which many 

deemed insufficient. 

 Indigenous groups supported a protocol to enhance monitoring and 

planning for drought responses. 

Global Context and Challenges 

 COP16 followed recent partial or failed environmental negotiations, such as 

biodiversity talks in Colombia, plastic pollution discussions in South Korea, 

and climate finance agreements at COP29 in Azerbaijan. 

 Droughts, exacerbated by human-induced environmental destruction, cost 

over $300 billion annually and are projected to impact 75% of the global 

population by 2050. 

Financial Commitments and Future Plans 
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 During the conference’s first week, pledges of over $12 billion were made by national and regional 

institutions. 

 The Riyadh Global Drought Resilience Partnership aims to mobilize public and private funds for at-

risk countries. 

 The UNCCD emphasized the need to restore 1.5 billion hectares of land by 2030, requiring $2.6 

trillion in global investments. 

Next Steps 

 Significant progress was made in preparing for a global drought regime, which is expected to be 

finalized at COP17 in Mongolia in 2026. 

 Despite the absence of a protocol, countries can allocate budgets and subsidies to support 

sustainable land management and farming practices. 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 

 Established: 1994, legally binding since 1996Objective: Combat desertification and mitigate the 

effects of drought, particularly in drylands. 

 Focus: Sustainable land management, land degradation neutrality 

 Scope: Arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas, often home to vulnerable ecosystems and 

communities. 

 Parties: 197, including 196 countries and the European Union. 

 Key activities: Promotes scientific research and knowledge sharing.Supports community-based 

initiatives for land restoration.Facilitates technology transfer and capacity building.Encourages policy 

reforms and sustainable land use planning. 

 Collaboration: Works closely with other Rio Conventions (CBD and UNFCCC) for integrated 

solutions. 

 Significance: Vital for achieving food security, poverty reduction, and climate change adaptation. 

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2021 

Ques : Desertification is a major environmental challenge. What are the causes and impacts of 

desertification in India, and what measures have been taken to address it under UNCCD? 
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Page 10 : GS 1 : Geography 

La Niña, a cooler Pacific Ocean phase, influences global weather, including robust monsoons and colder 

winters in India. 

 
 Despite predictions, La Niña has not emerged in 2024, raising questions about its impact on weather 

and air quality. 

 Its absence also highlights evolving climate 

patterns influenced by ENSO phases and 

climate change. 

What is La Niña? 

 La Niña is a phase of the El Niño Southern 

Oscillation (ENSO) characterized by cooler-

than-normal sea surface temperatures in the 

Pacific Ocean between Indonesia and South 

America. 

 Its counterpart, El Niño, represents warmer-

than-normal temperatures in the same 

region. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 La Niña typically brings normal or above-

normal rainfall to India, causes droughts 

in Africa, and intensifies Atlantic 

hurricanes. 

 Conversely, El Niño leads to extreme 

summers and droughts in India but 

increases rainfall in the southern United 

States. 

 Climate change is expected to increase 

the frequency and intensity of both La 

Niña and El Niño events, potentially 

amplifying extreme weather patterns. 

Current Status of La Niña 

 La Niña, expected to emerge by July 2024, has not materialized yet. 

 Historically, La Niña typically forms during the monsoon or pre-monsoon periods, with only two 

occurrences between October and December since 1950. 

 As of December 2024, there is only a 57% chance of its emergence, and even if it does form, it is 

likely to be weak. 

 Oceanic Niño Index (ONI) values, currently around -0.3º C, need to drop below -0.5º C for at least 

five consecutive three-month periods to confirm a La Niña event. 

Meteorological Implications 

 Southern Indian cities like Bengaluru and Hyderabad are experiencing colder winters, while north 

India faces delayed and warmer winters. 

 La Niña winters generally feature colder nights, higher daytime temperatures, faster wind speeds, 

and a lower planetary boundary layer height (PBLH). 

 Lower PBLH could trap pollutants near the ground, worsening air quality, but faster winds might 

disperse them. 

Impact on Monsoons and Heatwaves 

 El Niño often disrupts monsoons, with India receiving below-average rainfall during most El Niño 

years. 

 La Niña promotes robust monsoons, as seen in 2020-2022, which brought above-normal rainfall. 

 If La Niña persists into 2025, it could mitigate heat waves and improve monsoon rainfall. 

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2014 

Ques : Drought has been recognised as a disaster in view of its party expense, temporal duration, slow 

onset and lasting effect on various vulnerable sections. With a focus on the September 2010 guidelines 

from the National disaster management authority, discuss the mechanism for preparedness to deal with 

the El Nino and La Nina fallouts in India.  (200 words/12.5m)  

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 11: GS 1 : Indian History – Personalities 

Prime Minister Modi and External Affairs Minister Jaishankar criticized Jawaharlal Nehru, accusing him of 

subverting the Constitution and implementing flawed foreign policies. 

 
 President Kovind’s omission of Nehru’s name in a speech highlights a trend to diminish his legacy. 
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 This marks a shift in historical narratives. 

Jawaharlal Nehru’s Contributions to India 

Institutionalization of Democracy 

 Played a key role in drafting and implementing the Indian Constitution, ensuring democratic 

governance. 

 Established parliamentary democracy as India’s political framework, fostering a culture of debates 

and elections. 

 Strengthened democratic institutions, ensuring the separation of powers and individual rights. 

Economic Vision 

 Advocated for a mixed economy combining public and private sector efforts to promote growth and 

equity. 

 Initiated the Five-Year Plans, focusing on industrialization, self-reliance, and reducing economic 

disparities. 

 Established major public sector enterprises to build India’s industrial base, such as Bharat Heavy 

Electricals Limited (BHEL) and Hindustan Steel. 

Focus on Education and Scientific Development 

 Founded institutions like the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), Indian Institutes of Management 

(IIMs), and the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS). 

 Promoted scientific research by establishing the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 

and the Atomic Energy Commission. 

 Introduced free primary education and emphasized the role of education in national development. 

Foreign Policy and Non-Alignment 

 Championed the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), advocating neutrality during the Cold War. 

 Played a pivotal role in the Bandung Conference of 1955, uniting newly independent countries 

against colonialism and imperialism. 

 Promoted global peace and disarmament through diplomacy and peaceful conflict resolution. 

Social and Cultural Contributions 

 Advocated for secularism, promoting unity in India’s diverse religious and cultural fabric. 

 Encouraged land reforms to reduce inequality and empower rural populations. 

 Promoted gender equality by supporting progressive laws on women’s rights. 

Global Solidarity 

 Acted as a voice for the Third World, building alliances with other decolonized nations to address 

global inequalities. 

 Worked towards poverty eradication and social justice both within and beyond India. 

Legacy 

 Nehru’s leadership set the foundation for modern India’s democratic, scientific, and economic 

growth. 

 His contributions continue to shape India’s development trajectory and global standing. 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Discuss the contributions of Jawaharlal Nehru in shaping post-independence India, focusing on his 

policies in the fields of democracy, economic development, and foreign relations. How did his vision 

influence India’s global standing? (250 Words /15 marks)  
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In News : SLINEX 2024 

SLINEX 2024 is a bilateral naval exercise between India and Sri Lanka, fostering maritime cooperation since 

2005. 

 The event enhances interoperability through professional exchanges and joint operations at 

Visakhapatnam. 

 
Analysis of the news: 

 SLINEX 2024 will take place from 17 to 20 December 2024 at Visakhapatnam under the Eastern 

Naval Command. 

 The exercise will have two phases: Harbour Phase (17-18 December) and Sea Phase (19-20 

December). 

 Initiated in 2005, SLINEX strengthens maritime cooperation between India and Sri Lanka. 

 Indian participants: INS Sumitra (Naval Offshore Patrol Vessel) and a Special Forces team. 

 Sri Lankan participants: SLNS Sayura (Offshore Patrol Vessel) with a Special Forces team. 

 The Harbour Phase will include professional and social interactions to foster mutual understanding. 

 The Sea Phase will involve joint drills such as Special Forces operations, gun firings, seamanship, and 

helicopter operations. 

 The 2024 edition aims to enhance interoperability and promote a rules-based maritime 

environment. 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  
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Context : 

 RITES Ltd. has won contracts to repurpose redundant Indian Railways diesel locomotives for export 

after gauge conversion, highlighting wastage due to rapid electrification policies. 

 The Indian Railways’ Mission 100% Electrification raises concerns about environmental, financial, and 

strategic implications. 

 It underscores the gap between green claims and actual coal-based energy dependency. 

RITES Ltd. Wins Contracts for Repurposing Locomotives 

 RITES Ltd., a consultancy arm of Indian Railways, has won two contracts to repurpose six broad-

gauge diesel-electric locomotives for export to African railways. 

 These locomotives will be converted from the Indian broad gauge (1,676 mm) to the Cape Gauge 

(1,067 mm). 

 While India has previously exported locomotives, this marks the first export of repurposed second-

hand locomotives after gauge conversion. 

 Despite the engineering achievement, the situation highlights wastage of operational diesel 

locomotives due to policy decisions. 

Diesel Locomotives Made Redundant 

 Current Status: As of 2023, 585 diesel locomotives were idling due to railway electrification, a 

number that has since risen to about 760. 

 Residual Life: Over 60% of these locomotives have a service life of more than 15 years. 

 Policy Impact: The redundancy stems from the government’s mission to achieve 100% railway 

electrification at an accelerated pace. 

What Is Greenwashing? 

 Greenwashing is the practice of presenting misleading or exaggerated claims about a product, 

service, or organization’s environmental benefits to appear environmentally friendly. 

GS Paper 03 :  Indian Economy – Infrastructure 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Discuss the implications of Indian Railways’ Mission 

100% Electrification on asset management, environmental sustainability, and 

financial efficiency. How can India reconcile green objectives with energy realities?. 

(250 Words /15 marks) 
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 It involves marketing strategies that mask environmentally harmful practices, such as focusing on 

minor eco-friendly features while ignoring significant environmental damage. 

 Greenwashing can mislead consumers and undermine genuine sustainability efforts by prioritizing 

image over substantive environmental action. 

Justifications for Electrification 

Saving Foreign Exchange 

 Minuscule Diesel Usage: Railways’ diesel consumption constituted only 3.24% of total transport-

related diesel use in 2014, reducing to about 2% by 2021-22. 

 Limited Impact: While reducing crude oil imports saves foreign exchange, the overall impact on 

national diesel consumption is negligible compared to sectors like trucking and agriculture. 

Environmental Claims 

 Energy Source Dependency: Nearly 50% of India’s electricity is generated from coal, which 

Railways itself heavily transports. 

 India’s reliance on coal-fired electricity contradicts claims of creating a “Green Railway.” 

 A shift to 80% non-fossil fuel electricity generation is necessary to make electrification genuinely 

green. 

Implications of 100% Electrification 

 Asset Mismanagement: Hundreds of serviceable locomotives are prematurely made redundant, 

representing colossal asset wastage. Stabled diesel locomotives, if lined end-to-end, would stretch 

16 kilometers. 

 Disaster Management Argument: Indian Railways plans to retain 2,500 diesel locomotives for 

“disaster management and strategic purposes,” raising questions about the rationale behind this 

redundancy. 

 Another 1,000 diesel locomotives will continue in service for traffic needs despite electrification. 

 Railways’ financial sustainability remains tied to transporting coal, undermining claims of 

environmental benefits. 

Critique of Electrification Strategy 

 Policy Concerns: The rush to achieve 100% electrification reflects a preference for vanity projects 

over sound policy-making. 
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 Economic Impact: This approach leads to the wastage of taxpayers’ money while failing to achieve 

significant environmental or economic benefits. 

 Until renewable energy dominates India’s electricity mix, claims of environmental benefits from 

railway electrification remain untenable. 

 


