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The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) introduces Section 69, criminalizing sexual intercourse through “deceitful means,”

Indian Polity

including false promises of marriage.

B This law addresses gaps in earlier provisions but raises concerns about gender bias, evidence collection, and
its impact on consensual relationships.
B Legal experts and courts offer differing views, igniting debates on privacy and autonomy.
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W A case was filed under Section 69 of the BNS by a 25-year-old woman from Jharkhand against a man for
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engaging in a sexual relationship under the pretense of marriage.
B Section 69 criminalizes sexual intercourse based on deceitful means, such as false promises of marriage, with
penalties including imprisonment of up to 10 years and a fine.

Historical Context and Evolution of the Law

B Before the enactment of the BNS, similar cases were registered under Sections 376(2)(n) and 90 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

B These sections addressed rape through repeated sexual acts and consent obtained under false pretenses.

® The new law explicitly includes terms like “deceitful means” and “inducement” to address ambiguities in the
IPC.

Legal Challenges and Differing Judicial Opinions

Courts have taken varying stands on cases under Section 69:Some courts quashed cases where long-term
relationships implied mutual consent and understanding.

Others ruled that promises made without intent to fulfill them at the outset constitute criminal acts.

Concerns have been raised about the criminalization of consensual relationships that turn sour.

Gender Bias and Criticism Critics argue that Section 69 reinforces gender stereotypes by presuming women
lack agency in sexual matters.

The law is seen as inherently biased, penalizing men for false promises of marriage while excluding other
genders and scenarios.

¥ & 333

A public petition has called for its repeal, citing concerns about its discriminatory nature and disregard for
mutual consent.

Statistical Insights

B National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data from 2016 to 2022 shows that up to 40% of rape allegations
pertained to false promises of marriage or similar accusations.
®» The average conviction rate for all rape cases during this period was 29.71%.

Parliamentary Report and Constitutional Concerns

» A parliamentary report on the BNS highlighted challenges in proving promises to marry, as intentions can
change over time.

® The report cautioned against vague definitions that could lead to inconsistencies in enforcement.

® It also raised concerns about intrusions into individual privacy and autonomy.

Support for Section 69
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» Proponents argue that Section 69 closes legal loopholes by explicitly addressing coercion through
psychological or emotional manipulation.

@ GURUKULAM A4 1AS THE:®

W The law aims to protect women in patriarchal societies where marriage often defines their personhood.

Constitutional Challenge

» A public interest litigation has been filed, questioning the constitutional validity of Section 69.

B Concerns include its exclusion of the LGBTQ community, potential misuse in live-in relationships, and
violation of individual rights under Article 21 of the Constitution.

W The High Court has sought a response from the government on this issue.

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques : Discuss the implications of Section 69 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) on personal autonomy and

gender equity. Analyze its potential impact on the legal framework addressing sexual offences and its compatibility
with constitutional rights. (150 Words /10 marks)

No: 1521, Second Floor, H-Block, 5th Street, Anna Nagar, Chennai-80.
Ph: +91 8754543687, www.gurukulamias.in



GURUKULAM\ 4 1AS

Gateway For Competitive Exams
UPSC - TNPSC - BANKING - SSC/RAILWAYS/INSURANCE

NATIONAL

NEWSPAPER SINCE

1878

Daily News Analysis

Page 13: Prelims Fact

Georgia faces a political crisis with protests over EU membership delays, alleged election rigging, and
democratic backsliding.
®» The ruling party’s actions have sparked constitutional tensions and international condemnation,
including U.S. sanctions.

Georgia’s political crisis deepens as
govt. set to name far-right President

The nation has been in turmoil since the governing Georgian Dream party claimed victory in the October elections; pro-Western incumbent,

President Salome Zurabishvili, refuses to step down, demands new parliamentary elections, paving the way for a constitutional showdown

Agence France-Presse
TBILISI

eorgia’s  political
crisis deepened on
Friday after new

pro-Europe protests were
announced ahead of the
controversial nomination
of a far-right government
loyalist as President.

The Black Sea nation
has been in turmoil since
the governing Georgian
Dream party claimed vic-
tory in contested October
parliamentary elections,
with its decision last
month to delay European
Union (EU) accession talks
igniting a fresh wave of
mass rallies.

More unrest is expected
on Saturday when Geor-
gian Dream will appoint
far-right former footballer
Mikheil Kavelashvili as Pre-
sident in a controversial
election process.

The pro-Western incum-
bent, President Salome Zu-
rabishvili, has refused to
step down and is demand-
ing new parliamentary
elections, paving the way
for a  constitutional
showdown.

Opposition groups ac-
cuse Georgian Dream of
rigging the parliamentary
vote, democratic backslid-
ing in office and moving
Thilisi closer to Russia — all
at the expensive of the Cau-
casus nation’s bid for EU
membership.

A forceful police crack-

On the boil: A firework explodes near police officers during a rally of Opposition parties’ supporters in
Thilisi, Georgia, on November 30. REUTERS

down on the protestors has
also triggered outrage at
home and condemnation
abroad.

U.S. imposes sanctions
Washington imposed fresh
sanctions on Georgian offi-
cials overnight, barring vi-
sas for around 20 people
accused of “undermining
democracy in Georgia”, in-
cluding sitting Ministers
and parliamentarians, the
State Department said.
Police have used tear
gas and water cannons to
disperse the rallies, arrest-
ing more than 400 demon-
strators, and the country’s
rights ombudsman has ac-
cused security forces of

Analysis of the news:

“torturing” those
detained.

Pro-EU demonstrators
have staged daily rallies
across Georgia for the last
two weeks, with more to
take place across Thilisi on
Friday.

On Saturday, an electo-
ral college controlled by
Georgian Dream is expect-
ed to elect Mr. Kavelashvili
as the country’s new figu-
rehead president, in an in-
direct vote boycotted by
the opposition.

Mr. Kavelashvili, 53, is
known for his vehement
anti-West diatribes and op-
position of LGBTQ rights.

Georgian Dream
scrapped direct presiden-

tial elections in 2017.

With Ms. Zurabishvili re-
fusing to leave office, Op-
position lawmakers boy-
cotting Parliament and
protests showing no signs
of abating, critics are ques-
tioning Mr. Kavelashvili's
legitimacy before he even
takes up the role.

One author of Georgia’s
constitution,  Vakhtang
Khmaladze, has argued
that all decisions by the
new Parliament are void
because the body started
work before awaiting the
outcome of the lawsuit
brought by Ms.
Zurabishvili.

“Georgia is facing an un-
precedented constitutional

crisis,” Mr. Khmaladze
said.

It remains unclear how
the government will react
to Ms. Zurabishvili’s refusal
to step down after her suc-
cessor is inaugurated on
December 29.

A former French diplo-
mat, Ms. Zurabishvili is a
hugely popular figure
among protesters who
view her as a beacon of Ge-

orgia’s European
aspirations.
“Let them try to kick Sa-

lome out of the presiden-
tial palace — we will all
stand up to defend her,”
Otar Turnava, a 23-year-
old protester, said at a rally
outside Parliament on
Thursday.

“She is the only legiti-
mate leader we have had
since Georgian Dream
stole the election, and she
will lead us into the EU.”

‘Brutal violence’

In power for more than a
decade, Georgian Dream
has pushed increasingly
conservative policies in re-
cent years, including mea-
sures targeting civil socie-
ty, independent media,
opposition parties and the
LGBTQ community.

Critics say the moves
mirror repressive Russian-
style legislation and Brus-
sels has called them “in-
compatible” with EU
membership.

Amid the latest crisis,
police have raided the of-

fices of Opposition parties
and the Prime Minister has
repeatedly pledged to
“eradicate liberal fascism”.

Announcing the latest
visa bans on top Georgian
figures, U.S. State Depart-
ment spokesman Matthew
Miller said: “The United
States strongly condemns
the Georgian Dream par-
ty’s ongoing, brutal, and
unjustified violence
against Georgian citizens,
including protesters, mem-
bers of the media, human
rights activists, and opposi-
tion figures.”

Georgia’s  Parliament
speaker Shalva Papuashvili
called the move “incom-
prehensible and meaning-
less”, accusing the outgo-
ing U.S. administration of
“deliberately worsening re-
lations with Georgia”.

He struck back at critics
of Mr. Kavelashvili, saying
“it is vital to have a presi-
dent who does not fall un-
der the influence of a fo-
reign power, as is the case
with Ms. Salome
Zurabishvili”.

French President Em-
manuel Macron also con-
demned the ongoing re-
pressions in a phone call to
Georgian Dream’s honor-
ary chairman and founder,
Bidzina Ivanishvili.

The secretive billio-
naire, widely assumed to
be Georgia’s real power
broker, raged against the
West on the campaign trail
earlier this year.
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» Georgia is experiencing a deepening political crisis with new pro-European protests ahead of a
controversial presidential nomination by the ruling party.

B The country has been in turmoil since the governing party won a contested parliamentary election,
delaying EU accession talks and sparking mass demonstrations.

B Protests are centered around alleged election rigging, democratic backsliding, and shifting policies
closer to Russia, undermining EU membership aspirations.

» Opposition lawmakers have boycotted Parliament, and the pro-Western incumbent president
refuses to step down, escalating constitutional tensions.

W The ruling party abolished direct presidential elections in 2017, fueling legitimacy concerns over the
electoral process.

B Police crackdowns on protests have triggered domestic outrage and international condemnation,
with reports of excessive force and human rights violations.

B The US. imposed sanctions on Georgian officials for undermining democracy.

About Georgia

@ GURUKULAM\ 4 1AS
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» Georgia is a country located at the crossroads of Eastern Europe and Western Asia, bordered by
Russia, Turkey, Armenia, and Azerbaijan.

B |t has a coastline along the Black Sea to the west and a total area of approximately 69,700 square
kilometers.

W Thilisiis its capital and largest city, serving as a cultural and political hub.

W The populationis around 3.7 million, with ethnic Georgians forming the majority.

» Georgia declared independence from the Soviet Union in 1991 and has pursued integration with the
European Union and NATO.

W The country has faced challenges, including territorial disputes with Russia over Abkhazia and South
Ossetia.

W ts economy is driven by agriculture, tourism, and energy transit routes.

» Georgian is the official language, and the currency is the Georgian Lari.
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Ques : "Discuss the impact of Brexit on India-EU relations and the future trajectory of these relations."
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The White House unveiled a national strategy to combat Islamophobia,
addressing rising discrimination and violence against Muslims and
Arab Americans.

» The plan outlines over 100 actions focused on safety,
awareness, and solidarity.

Analysis of the news:

® The bulk of the actions in the plan have already been carried
out.

® The White House announced the first-ever national strategy to
counter Islamophobia, addressing hate, violence, bias, and
discrimination against Muslims and Arab Americans.

B The plan follows a similar national strategy for combating
antisemitism introduced by President Biden in May 2023.

B The anti-Islamophobia strategy has been in development for
months and is expected to be fully implemented before
President Biden leaves office.

W The strategy identifies four priorities: raising awareness of
hate against Muslims and Arabs, improving their safety,
accommodating religious practices, and promoting cross-
community solidarity.

® The Biden administration stated that threats against American
Muslim and Arab communities have increased in recent years,
making the strategy more urgent.

In News : No Indian city meets WHO air quality
No: 1521, Second Floor, H-Block, 5th Street, Anna Nagar, Chennai-80.
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The anti-Islamophobia plan release comes five weeks
before U.S. President Joe Biden leaves office. Ap

White House unveils
national strategy to
counter Islamophobia

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

The White House on Thursday announced what it
called the first-ever national strategy to counter Is-
lamophobia, detailing more than 100 steps Feder-
al Officials are taking to curb hate, violence, bias
and discrimination against Muslims and Arab
Americans.

The proposal follows a similar national plan to
battle antisemitism that President Joe Biden un-
veiled in May 2023, as fears about increasing
hatred and discrimination were rising among Un-
ited States Jews.

Officials worked on the anti-Islamophobia plan
for months, and its release came five weeks before
Mr. Biden leaves office. The White House said the
bulk of its actions had been implemented, with
the goal to roll out the rest before Inauguration
Day on January 20, when President-elect Donald
Trump takes office.

In a statement announcing the strategy, Mr. Bi-
den administration wrote, “Over the past year,
this initiative has become even more important as
threats against American Muslim and Arab com-
munities have spiked.”

The strategy has four basic priorities: increas-
ing awareness of hatred against Muslims and
Arabs while more widely recognising these com-
munities’ heritages; broadly improving their safe-
ty and security; appropriately accommodating
Muslim and Arab religious practices by working to
curb discrimination against them; and encourag-
ing cross-community solidarity to further counter
hate.
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standards

According to a study recently published in Lancet Planet Health, no one in India lives in areas where the
yearly average pollution levels are below the levels recommended by the World Health Organization
(WHO).

New WHO Global Air Quality Guidelines
MNew 2021 levels
mg-' m‘ﬂ Annual 10 5
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WHO's revised air quality guidelines 2021
» About
o In September 2021, WHO updated its air quality guidelines (AQGs) to reflect the serious
health impacts of air pollution:
o PMZ2. 5: The annual mean concentration should not exceed 5 ug/m3. This is half of the 2005
guideline of 10 ug/m3.
o NO2: The annual mean concentration should not exceed 10 pg/m3.
o Ozone: The peak season mean 8-hour concentration should not exceed 60 ug/ms3.
o PM10: The annual mean concentration should not exceed 15 pg/m3, and the 24-hour mean
should not exceed 45 ug/ms3.
o S02: The 24-hour mean concentration should not exceed 40 pg/m3.
o €O: The 24-hour mean concentration should not exceed 7 ug/ms3.
» Non-binding in nature
o The WHO AQGs are not legally binding, but they are often used by countries and legislative
bodies to set air quality policies.
o The guidelines are based on scientific evidence from multiple countries and are intended to
help reduce the health impacts of air pollution.
® India’s National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)
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o Ambient air quality refers to the condition or quality of air surrounding us in the outdoors.
o Under the authority of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act of 1981, India’s
Central Pollution Control Board sets national ambient air quality standards.
The current Standards include following 12 pollutants:
ent Alr

Industrial, Ecologically Sensitive
Residential, Rural, Area (notified by
and Other Areas Central Government)
Sulphur dioxide (SO:), 50 =0
Annual 24 hours
pg/m’ , 80 80
ittt :
Particulate matter (< 10 60 b0
pm) or PMis, pg/m’ e e 100 100
Particulate matter (< 2.5 | 40 40
‘pm) or PMzvs, pg/m" : = 60 60
Ozone (05), ug/m?® 8 hours 1 hour ::g :E
Carbon monosxide (CO), 02 02
8 hours 1 hour
g 04 04
i T
Benzene (CsHg), pg/m* | Annual 05 05
Benzo(u)Pyrene (BaP) - |
p:rﬂ:nllt: phase only, Annual 01 01
Arsenic (As), ng/m’ ‘ Annual 06 06
Nickel (Ni), ng/m® ‘ Annual 20 20

Key highlights of the study
Widespread Air Pollution in India
B No area in India meets the WHO's recommended PM2.5 pollution level of 5 ug/m?®.
W 81.9% of the population lives in areas exceeding India's National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) of 40 ug/m?®.
Health Impact of Air Pollution
L4 High levels of PM2.5 are linked to 1.5 million deaths annually in India.
» Long-term exposure to air pollution increases risks of respiratory diseases, heart attacks, strokes,
high blood pressure, and developmental delays in children.
» Every 10 ug/m? increase in PM2.5 levels raises the risk of death by 8.6%.
Regional Pollution Levels
® Pollution levels ranged from 11.2 ug/m?® in Arunachal Pradesh’s Lower Subansiri district (2019) to
119 pug/m? in Ghaziabad and Delhi (2016).
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Potential for Improvement
» Meeting NAAQS could prevent 0.3 million deaths annually; achieving WHO levels would save even
more lives.
» Identifying and addressing pollution sources, such as construction, vehicular emissions, and crop
burning, is critical.

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2019

Ques : "What are the major sources of air pollution in India? Discuss the measures being taken to combat
it." (150 words/10m)
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In News : Launch of FAME-III

The Ministry of Heavy Industries has launched the PM Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative Vehicle
Enhancement (PM E-DRIVE) Scheme to promote electric mobility and reduce fossil fuel dependence.

W With an outlay of Rs. 10,900 crore, the scheme runs from 2024 to 2026. It covers electric vehicles,

charging infrastructure, and vehicle testing upgrades.

I

With the objective to
support ybrid/electric
vehicle: market
development and
Manufacturing eco-
system

N
e

EV Mission

Government of India launched the National
Electric Mobilty Mission Plan (NEMMP)
2020 in 2013. It aims to achieve national
fuel security by promoting hybrid and
electric vehicles in the country. There & an
ambitious target to achieve 6-7 million sales
of hybrid and electric vehicles year on year
from 2020 onwards. Government aims to
provide fiscal and monetary incentives to
kick start this nascent technology.

PM E-DRIVE Scheme:

FAME INDIA SCHEME
o
FAME| o NEMP
FAME India Scheme ‘ _
[Faster Adoption and k sims 1o achieve national fue

Manufacturing of (Hybrid
&) Electric Vehicles in
India] for implementation
with effect from 1st April

2015.
I

(=)
O
O

FAMEII

Government has approved
Phase-ll of FAME Scheme
with an outlay of Rs.
10,000 Crore for a period
of 3 years commencing
from 1st April2019.

security by promoting hybrid
and electric vehicles in  the
country. i has sel ambitious

toget of G-7 milion sales of
hybrid and electric vehicles year
on year from 2020 onwards.
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Future plan

» Objective: Promote electric mobility in India, reduce reliance on fossil fuels, and improve air quality.
® Focus: Faster adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) through demand incentives, setting up charging
infrastructure, and developing a robust EV manufacturing ecosystem.

» Outlay: 10,900 crore

® Duration: 1st October 2024 to 31st March 2026

® Incentives:

o Financial support for purchasing electric 2-wheelers (e-2W), 3-wheelers (e-3W), and buses.
o Subsidies for setting up public EV charging stations.

» Targets:

o Support around 25 lakh e-2Ws, 3 lakh e-3Ws, and 14,000 e-buses.
o Replaces: The earlier FAME Il scheme.
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis
Trump’s return and the South Asia outlook

sworn-in as the 47th President of the United

States of America. Mr. Trump’s re-election,
and subsequent return to office, have triggered
curiosity and “nervousness” in many countries.
However, in South Asia, he is likely to offer a
distinct continuity. His ideology and foreign
policy goals will continue to push for increased
cooperation, collaboration, and consultation with
India in South Asia even as his leadership style,
decision-making nature, and management of
great power politics will provide new
opportunities and challenges.

l n January 2025, Donald Trump will be

Factors in U.S.-India ties
India and the United States have enjoyed an
upward trajectory in their relationship since the
beginning of the millennium. Acknowledging its
leadership in the region, the U.S. even labelled
India as a net-security provider in 2009. The
Biden administration (2021-24) has emulated a
similar outlook. With China’s increasing
aggressiveness and assertiveness, India and the
U.S. have strengthened their engagements and
cooperation in South Asia. Through its
Indo-Pacific strategy, the U.S. wants to
supplement India’s regional leadership to counter
China and maintain the values-based order. Its
cooperation with India on the Millennium
Challenge Corporation (MCC) projects in Nepal
and helping Sri Lanka out of its economic crisis,
indicate this growing cooperation. Besides, Mr.
Biden’s passive relations with Pakistan after
withdrawing from Afghanistan helped India and
the U.S. foster a mutual vision for the region.
The relationship has not been free of
dissonance and divergences. New Delhi’s primary
objective of cooperating with the U.S. is to push
back against China and offer alternative
development partnerships. However, the Biden
administration has selectively scrutinised some

Harsh V. Pant

Vice-President for
Studies and Foreign
Policy at the Observer
Research Foundation
(ORF)

— A
Aditva Gowdara
Shivamurthy
an Associate Fellow,
Neighbourhood
Studies, Observer
Research Foundation

How South
Asian countries
will cope with
the Trump
administration,
even as they
balance China
and India, is yet
to be seen

countries on democracy and human rights under
the pretext of upholding a values-based order and
pushing back China. While India supported the
Sheikh Hasina government in Bangladesh and
pragmatically engaged with Myanmar’s junta, the
U.S. pressured both regimes, including imposing
targeted sanctions. This pressure nudged them
closer to China. Similarly, sanctioning Indian
firms for collaborating with Russia and
accusations of corruption against the Adani
Group has faltered two Indian projects in Sri
Lanka, leaving India to face the brunt and
consequences of the decisions.

There could be less irritants

However, Mr. Trump’s return is likely to assuage
these irritants. As in his first term, Mr. Trump has
continued to hint at burden sharing, reciprocity,
nationalism, and competing against China in his
foreign policy. If Mr. Trump walks the talk, he will
prioritise pushing back against China while giving
less importance to human rights, democracy, and
nation-building. He would also want India to take
the lead in the region while the U.S. would
supplement the same. This would leave less space
for divergences and enhance collaborative
policies between both countries. Another
potential irritant between both countries was
concerning their policies on Afghanistan and
Pakistan. During his first term, Mr. Trump
punished and cooperated with Pakistan and
urged India to take an active role in finding a
sustainable solution in Afghanistan. With the
U.S.’s withdrawal from Afghanistan and Pakistan’s
little strategic importance, this issue is of little
dissonance now.

During his first term, Mr. Trump promoted
capacity building, development assistance,
defence agreements, and cooperation with the
South Asian countries. This nature of assistance
would continue, given his ambitions to counter

(YT TP International Relations

UPSC Mains Practice Question:

China and supplement India. Mr. Trump’s little
focus on democracy, nation-building, and human
rights (like in his first term) would also benefit Sri
Lanka, where a new government is still looking
for economic assistance and exploring a lasting
solution to the Tamil issue.

This approach could benefit Myanmar and the
Taliban too, although it is unclear to what extent
Washington would like to engage them. However,
Bangladesh, which is undergoing a political
transition under the new regime, will face
challenges and a potential reduction in
assistance.

China and the region

Mr. Trump’s confrontational approach to China
will also put South Asian countries under more
pressure. Given his erratic decisions, Washington
will likely be less tolerant of South Asian
countries’ agency and consistent playing of one
great power against the other. Besides, the
region’s consistent politicisation and ambiguity
over investments, defence cooperation, and
agreements will likely invite more pressure from
the U.S. to seek reciprocity. However, his promise
of bringing peace between Russia and Ukraine
and resolving the crisis in West Asia (if successful)
will help weakened South Asian economies to
overcome their food and fuel inflationary
pressures.

As the world braces for Trump 2.0, South Asia
will not be immune to the broader structural
shifts. Yet, the region is likely to see more
continuity. With India and the U.S. likely to
increase their cooperation in South Asia and
bridge their divergences, Mr. Trump’s ideology,
leadership style, and management of great power
politics will have opportunities and challenges for
the region. How South Asian countries will cope
with the new administration, even as they
balance China and India, is yet to be seen.

How can a shift in U.S. foreign policy priorities

toward countering China influence South Asia's geopolitics? Discuss the

opportunities and challenges for India. (150 Words /10 marks)

Context :

® Donald Trump’s anticipated return to the U.S. presidency in 2025 may bring continuity in U.S.-South

Asia relations, particularly enhancing cooperation with India.

No: 1521, Second Floor, H-Block, 5th Street, Anna Nagar, Chennai-80.
Ph: +91 8754543687, www.gurukulamias.in



1N

i,
@ i
Dl1A'S NATI1O0ONAIL NI.\\!'r\J‘lIk\\\Lt\h?)(
UPSC - TNPSC - BANKING - SSC/RAILWAYS/INSURANCE 5 5
Daily News Analysis

® His focus on countering China, while deprioritizing democracy and human rights, could create
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opportunities and challenges for regional stability.
B South Asian nations must navigate these dynamics amid global power shifts.

Donald Trump’s Return and Its Implications for South Asia

» In January 2025, Donald Trump will be sworn in as the 47th President of the United States.

B His re-election has sparked curiosity and “nervousness” globally but is expected to provide
continuity in South Asia.

» Trump's leadership style and focus on great power politics may bring new opportunities and
challenges for the region.

Factors Shaping U.S.-India Relations

B India and the U.S. have enjoyed a steadily improving relationship since the early 2000s, with India
recognized as a net-security provider in 20009.

B Under the Biden administration, the U.S. worked to strengthen India’s role in countering China in
South Asia through its Indo-Pacific strategy.

B Collaborative efforts included the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) projects in Nepal and
aiding Sri Lanka during its economic crisis.

B A shared vision for the region was furthered as the U.S. reduced engagement with Pakistan after its
Afghanistan withdrawal.

Divergences in the Relationship

B India’s collaboration with the U.S. aims to counter China and offer alternative development models.
B The Biden administration’s focus on human rights and democracy caused friction.

B U.S. sanctions on Bangladesh and Myanmar nudged them closer to China.

» Us. scrutiny of Indian firms collaborating with Russia hindered Indian projects in Sri Lanka.

Trump’s Likely Policy Directions

» Trump's ideology emphasizes burden-sharing, reciprocity, and competing with China.

® His return is expected to reduce irritants in the U.S.-India relationship, with less focus on democracy
and human rights.

B The US. may support India’s regional leadership with supplementary assistance, minimizing
divergences.
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South Asia Under Trump 2.0

» Trump's foreign policy is expected to prioritize capacity-building, development assistance, and
defence cooperation.

W This approach would benefit nations like Sri Lanka, Myanmar, and even the Taliban, though the
extent of U.S. engagement remains uncertain.

» Bangladesh may face challenges due to reduced U.S. assistance during its political transition.

Implications of Trump’s China Policy

» Trump's confrontational stance towards China could exert more pressure on South Asian countries,
limiting their ability to balance great powers.

B South Asia’s politicization and ambiguity on investments and agreements could lead to increased
U.S. demands for reciprocity.

4 Trump's potential success in resolving global crises like the Russia-Ukraine war and West Asia
tensions may ease food and fuel inflation in the region.

Conclusion: Opportunities and Challenges

» Trump's second term is likely to enhance U.S.-India cooperation in South Asia while introducing
challenges from his leadership style.

® The broader structural shifts under Trump’s presidency will test South Asian countries’ ability to
navigate relations with the U.S., India, and China.
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