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Page 03 : GS 2 :  Indian Polity 

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna on Friday said the idea of ‘socialism’ in India primarily meant a welfare 

state that provides equality of opportunity for all, and not a dictatorial dogma rammed down on citizens. 

 Heading a Bench comprising Justice Sanjay Kumar, the Chief Justice of India reasoned that the 

concept of socialism in India did not negate the participation of private players or negate 

individualism. 

 

What is Socialism? 
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 Definition: 

o Socialism generally means the production of goods to fulfill the needs of people and not for 

trade to obtain profit which is an attribute of capitalism. 

o Narayan defined socialism as the ‘system of social reconstruction’. For him, socialism means 

reorganising economic and social life through the process of socialisation. 

o This involves reorganisation of the means of production and promoting collective means of 

ownership thus abolishing private ownership. 

o Russel defined socialism as ‘the advocacy of communal ownership of land and capital’. 

o By communal ownership means the democratic mode of ownership by the state which is for the 

common interest of all. 

o According to M.K. Gandhi, socialism as a society is one in which ‘members of society are equal 

none low, non-high’. 

 Background: 

o Socialism is a concept that has its roots in socio-economic doctrine. The term was coined by 

Saint Simon in the early 19th century in the West. 

o Socialism, as an ideological and political movement, emerged as a response to the inequalities 

and injustices perceived in capitalist societies. 

o Unlike capitalism, which champions private ownership and market competition, socialism 

advocates for common ownership of the means of production. 

o Early socialism was not a monolithic ideology but rather a collection of values and beliefs that 

shared a common opposition to private ownership. 

 Basic Notions of Socialism: 

o Generally, the term socialism is used in two different yet interdependent ways: 

o One is that socialism denotes values, ethics, and other principles of this sort of imagination. 

Socialism in this sense is characterised by the ideas of liberty, equality, fraternity, social justice, 

classlessness, cooperation, abundance, peace and so on. 

o Second is that it signifies the practical aspects of socio-political institutions that also symbolise 

the socialist principles. 

 What are the Prerequisites of Socialism? 

o Emphasis on Society: Socialism prioritises societal welfare over individual interests, promoting 

cooperation and collective benefits. It encourages production based on societal needs and 

ensures equal opportunity for everyone. 

o Socialism vs. Capitalism: Socialists oppose capitalism due to its issues like class conflict and 

unequal distribution, which hinder social justice. They advocate for social justice, equality, and 

cooperation, rejecting capitalist profit-driven ownership. 

o Equality in Socialism: Socialism aims to eliminate the inequalities found in capitalism, such as 

disparities in income and wealth. It fosters a system where production is controlled collectively, 

ensuring equal relationships between labor and resources. 
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o Abolition of Private Property: Socialism abolishes private property, transferring ownership of 

production and distribution from individuals to society as a whole. This shift creates a more 

egalitarian system where all members share ownership and benefits. 
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Page 04 : GS : 2 : International Relation  

The Free Trade Agreement negotiations with India — expected to significantly boost the estimated GBP 

42-billion a year bilateral trade partnership — will be relaunched early in the new year, Prime Minister Keir 

Starmer has informed the U.K. Parliament here. 
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What is the Background of India-UK Free Trade Agreement? 

 In 2022, India and the UK had launched the formal Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations. Until 

then, both countries are contemplating an interim free trade area, which will result in reducing tariffs 

on most of the items. 

 Both countries agreed to an early harvest scheme or a limited trade agreement to lower tariffs on a 

small set of goods apart from easing rules for select services. 

 Further, they agreed to avoid “sensitive issues” and focus on areas where there is more 

complementarity. 

 The agriculture and dairy sectors are considered sensitive sectors for India in trade talks. 

 Also, a target of doubling the trade between India and the United Kingdom (UK) by 2030 was also 

set. 

What is a Free Trade Agreement? 

 It is a pact between two or more nations to reduce barriers to imports and exports among them. 

 Under a free trade policy, goods and services can be bought and sold across international borders 

with little or no government tariffs, quotas, subsidies, or prohibitions to inhibit their exchange. 

 The concept of free trade is the opposite of trade protectionism or economic isolationism. 

 FTAs can be categorized as Preferential Trade Agreement, Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 

Agreement, Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). 
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Page 09 : GS 3 : Environment – Environmental pollution and degradation 

Ashtamudi Lake, a Ramsar site in Kerala, faces severe pollution from untreated sewage, plastic waste, and 

sedimentation. 

 This has led to biodiversity loss, algal blooms, and declining livelihoods for fishers. 
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Deterioration of Ashtamudi Lake Ecosystem: 

 Water Pollution 

o The lake suffers from untreated sewage discharge, with many households directing septic 

waste and toilet pits into the water. 

o Plastic waste, poultry refuse, and abattoir by-products are frequently dumped into the lake, 

contributing to its pollution. 

o Microplastic pollution is a significant concern, with high levels detected in fish, shellfish, 

sediment, and water samples. Polymers like nylon and polypropylene, along with heavy 

metals such as barium and iron, pose risks to aquatic life and public health. 

 Algal Blooms and Fish Mortality 

o Excessive nutrient inflow from pollutants has led to frequent algal blooms, depleting 

dissolved oxygen levels in the water. 

o Algal blooms suffocate aquatic organisms, resulting in mass fish mortality. 

o Streptococci and E. coli bacteria, indicators of sewage contamination, have also been found in 

the lake water. 

 Habitat Degradation 

o Sediment buildup in canals and channels impedes water flow, disrupting the estuarine 

ecosystem. 

o Invasive species like water hyacinth have spread rapidly, restricting fishing activities and 

damaging equipment. 

 Impact of Anthropogenic Activities 

o Illegal encroachments along the lake’s banks disrupt natural water flow and exacerbate waste 

accumulation. 

o Unsustainable tourism practices and unregulated aquaculture activities contribute 

significantly to the lake’s deterioration. 

 Threats to Biodiversity and Livelihoods 

o Habitat degradation has led to the extinction of several fish species and reduced yields for 

fishers. 

o Contamination of fish tissues with harmful substances, including heavy metals, threatens 

public health and aquatic biodiversity. 

o Fishers and cage farmers face declining livelihoods due to pollution, sediment buildup, and 

invasive plant growth. 

Ashtamudi Lake 

 Location: Ashtamudi Lake is in Kollam district, Kerala, India. 

 Significance: It is the second-largest estuarine ecosystem in Kerala and a Ramsar Wetland of 

International Importance. 

 Name Origin: “Ashtamudi” translates to “eight braids” in Malayalam, referring to the lake’s eight 

arms or channels. 
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 Biodiversity: Rich in flora and fauna, the lake supports mangroves, fish, and bird species, vital for 

local livelihoods. 

 Economic Role: It sustains fishing, coir-making, and tourism. Houseboats and backwater cruises are 

key attractions. 

 Ramsar Site: Designated in 2002, it underscores the lake’s ecological and cultural value.. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Discuss the ecological challenges faced by Ramsar wetlands in India, with specific reference 

to the causes and consequences of pollution in Ashtamudi Lake. Suggest measures for sustainable 

wetland management. 
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Page 13 : Prelims Fact 

The news highlights Bali’s Rejang Dewa festival, showcasing sacred dances by pre-pubescent girls as part 

of a thanksgiving ritual. 

 It explores cultural pride amid concerns about youth migration threatening these traditions. 

 
Rejang Dewa Festival Information 

 Purpose: The Rejang Dewa is part of the Ngusaba Goreng festival, a two-week-long thanksgiving 

celebration for a rich harvest in Bali. 

 Meaning of Ngusaba: “Ngusaba” refers to a gathering of gods and goddesses, central to the 

festival. 

 Sacred Dance: Rejang Dewa is a sacred Balinese dance performed by young girls who have not yet 

reached puberty, signifying purity. 

 Ritual Significance: It is performed as an offering to the gods, emphasising the connection 

between the people, their heritage, and the divine. 

 Rejang Forms: Various forms of Rejang are performed, with Rejang Dewa and Rejang Pucuk 

reserved for young girls. 

 Concerns for Tradition: There is a growing concern that younger generations may move to cities, 

risking the fading of these traditions. 
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In News : Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary 

Tripura Forest Department officials recently detained an autorickshaw driver near Trishna Wildlife 

Sanctuary for alleged involvement in a deer poaching racket. 

 
About Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary: 

 It is situated in South Tripura District.  

 Occupying an area of 197.7 sq. km., it was established in 1988.  

 Vegetation: Three types of forests are found in the Sanctuary: Tropical Semi Evergreen Forest, Moist 

Mixed Deciduous Forest, and Savanna woodland.   

 Apart from the forest, the sanctuary has a number of perennial water rivulets, waterbodies, and 

grasslands.  

Flora:  

 The sanctuary is dotted with 230 tree species, 400 herbs, 110 shrubs, and 150 climbers.  

 Medicinal plants can also be seen here. Some of the prominent medicinal plant species are Kurcha, 

Tulsi, Vasak, Sarpaganda, Rudraksha, Bel, etc. 

 One species of Bamboo Oxytenanthera nigrociliata, locally known as Kaillai, is common here, leaves 

of which are liked by Gaur. 

Fauna:  

 The great attraction of this sanctuary is a sizable population of Gaur or Indian Bison. 
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 It is also the home to highly endangered only ape species of the Indian subcontinent i.e, the 

Hoolock Gibbon, and primates like Capped Langur and Golden Langur. 

 Other animals include Leopards, Wild cats, Pheasants, Lalmukh Bandars, Wild Boars, etc. 

 Source : One arrested for poaching deer near Tripura’s Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary. 
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

GS Paper 03 : Science and Technology  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Examine the challenges posed by Big Tech’s 

dominance in the AI ecosystem and critically evaluate the role of policy measures in 

addressing these issues. Suggest alternative approaches to ensure a more equitable 

AI development framework.  (150 Words /10 marks)   
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 The dominance of Big Tech in the AI ecosystem stems from their vast computational resources, data 

monopolies, and end-to-end service offerings. 

 Current approaches, like open data platforms and public infrastructure, fail to address these 

entrenched advantages. 

 A paradigm shift toward smaller, theory-driven AI models is crucial to democratize AI development 

effectively. 

Concerns Over Big Tech’s AI Dominance 

 Big Tech companies hold significant power over the AI ecosystem due to their extensive 

computational resources, tools, and data access. 

 Efforts by countries like India to democratize AI development through sovereign cloud 

infrastructure, open data platforms, and support for local start-ups may inadvertently reinforce Big 

Tech’s dominance. 

Challenges of Big Tech Dominance 

 High Computational Costs: 

o Deep learning, the dominant form of AI, requires significant computational resources. 

o Training advanced models is prohibitively expensive; for instance, Gemini Ultra cost $200 million 

in 2023. 

o New entrants often rely on Big Tech for compute credits, perpetuating dependency. 

 Advocacy for Larger Models: 

o Big Tech promotes deep learning and larger models to solidify its dominance and generate 

revenue streams. 

 Comprehensive Service Offerings: 

o Big Tech’s tools, optimized for their cloud infrastructure, simplify development workflows and 

reduce costs. 

o They provide end-to-end services, including data preparation, labelling, and access to the latest 

AI models, making it difficult for competitors to match. 

 Data Monopoly: 

o Big Tech benefits from continuous and diverse data streams, creating unparalleled “data 

intelligence.” 

o Smaller AI companies often end up selling to Big Tech, further entrenching its monopoly. 

 Declining Role of Academia: 

o With the shift toward deep learning, industry players have overtaken academia in AI research, 

publications, and citations, shaping the field’s direction. 

Shortcomings of Current Policy Proposals 

 Investments in public compute infrastructure and federated models, inspired by India’s Digital Public 

Infrastructure, are insufficient. 
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 These initiatives need to be competitive with Big Tech’s offerings and address its entrenched 

advantages in tools, algorithms, and data. 

 Open data platforms often face “commercial capture,” where Big Tech leverages its superior 

resources to dominate. 

Need for a Radical Approach: Prioritising a Theory of Change 

 A paradigm shift is required to break away from the “bigger is better” mindset of Big Data and deep 

learning. 

 AI development should prioritize: 

o Theory-driven Models: Rely on causal mechanisms and hypothesis testing rather than statistical 

patterns from large datasets. 

o Purpose-driven AI: Smaller, targeted models informed by domain expertise and lived 

experiences. 

o Progressive Change Frameworks: Data collection should be curated to test and refine theories 

of change, enabling more democratic AI development. 

o Historical advancements in fields like medicine and aviation relied on hypothesis-driven 

approaches, demonstrating the importance of scientific rigour over sheer data volume. 

A Missed Opportunity to Challenge Big Tech 

 The Global Development Compact aimed to democratise AI but failed to reimagine the paradigm. 

 It adhered to the flawed assumption that large datasets and computational power would address 

Big Tech monopolies and achieve Sustainable Development Goals. 

 Without rejecting the deep learning-centric approach, dependence on Big Tech will only increase. 

Conclusion 

 To counter Big Tech’s dominance, AI development must embrace smaller, theory-driven models 

aligned with democratic and progressive goals. 

 Urgent action is needed to change the current AI trajectory and prevent further monopolisation by 

Big Tech. 

 


