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Page 04 : GS 2 : International Relation 

India and Italy outlined their vision for deepening bilateral cooperation in the Joint Strategic Action Plan 

2025-29. The document covers various key sectors, including defence, trade, energy and space. This Action 

Plan was issued after a meeting between PM Modi and his Italian counterpart Giorgia Meloni on the 

sidelines of G20 summit in Brazil. 

 
India-Italy bilateral relation 

 Political Relation 

o Political relations were established in 1947. 

o In November 2020, during a Virtual Summit between PMs of India and Italy, 2020-2025 

Action Plan was adopted. 
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o PM Modi paid his first official visit to Italy in Oct. 2021 to attend the G20 Summit. 

o During this visit, a Joint Statement announcing a Strategic Partnership on Energy Transition 

was issued. 

o In March 2023, PM of Italy, Giorgia Meloni, paid a State visit to India. She was also the Chief 

Guest and Keynote Speaker at the 8th Raisina Dialogue, 2023. 

o During this visit, India and Italy announced the elevation of the bilateral relationship to the 

level of strategic partnership. 

 Economic Relation 

o In 2023, bilateral trade between India and Italy amounted to €14.34 billion. 

o India's exports to Italy were €9.16 billion, while imports from Italy stood at €5.18 billion, 

resulting in a trade surplus of €3.98 billion in India’s favor. 

o Italy is India's 4th largest trading partner in EU, after Germany, Belgium and Netherlands. 

o Italy is the 18th largest foreign investor in India with a cumulative FDI inflow of USD 3.53 

billion from January 2000 to December 2023. 

o Indian investment in Italy is estimated around USD 400 mn. 

 Defence 

o India has a huge "footprint" on Italian soil because of the supreme sacrifice made by Indian 

Soldiers during the Second world war and for the sake of freedom in Italy. 

o By 1945, a total of 5782 Indian soldiers died in Italy with as many as six of them receiving the 

VICTORIA CROSS. 

o In February 2023, Italy deployed an official from its Embassy to the Information Fusion Center 

– Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) to strengthen maritime security and support anti-piracy 

efforts in the Indian Ocean Region. 

o India and Italy are also exploring joint productions in defence and aerospace sectors as well 

as technology transfers. 

o India and Italy also have a Joint Working Group on Counter Terrorism. 

 Energy cooperation 

o In 2021, Strategic Partnership on Energy Transition was inked to advance collaboration on 

areas like green hydrogen and bio-fuels. 

o Cooperation in Science and Technology 

o The first India-Italy Innovation Day was held virtually on 14th July 2021. Since then, both the 

countries are celebrating this event every year. 

 Indian Community in Italy 

o Estimated at 180,000 including PIOs, it is the third largest community of Indians in Europe 

after UK and the Netherlands. 

Key Highlights of Italy-India Joint Strategic Action Plan 2025-2029 

 Political Dialogue 

o Regular meetings between Heads of Government, Foreign, Trade, and Defence Ministers. 

o Annual bilateral consultations between the two Foreign Ministries. 
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o Intensify ministerial-level meetings to enhance sectoral cooperation. 

 Economic Cooperation and Investments 

o Strengthen bilateral trade, investment, and joint ventures in high-potential sectors (e.g., 

green technologies, sustainable mobility, food processing, semiconductors). 

o Promote trade fairs, business forums, and industrial partnerships. 

o Advance collaboration in automotive, infrastructure, and advanced manufacturing. 

 Connectivity 

o Collaborate on sustainable transport and climate action. 

o Enhance maritime and land infrastructure cooperation, including the India-Middle East-

Europe Economic Corridor. 

o Finalize a maritime and port cooperation agreement. 

 Science, Technology, IT, Innovation, and Start-ups 

o Expand partnerships in critical technologies like AI, telecom, and digital services. 

o Explore Industry 4.0, clean energy, and critical minerals initiatives involving academia and 

SMEs. 

o Enhance STEM research collaborations, scholarships, and joint projects. 

o Launch the Indo-Italian Innovation and Incubation Exchange Programme. 

 Space Sector 

o Expand ASI-ISRO collaboration on Earth observation, heliophysics, and lunar exploration. 

o Promote peaceful outer space usage and commercial space partnerships. 

o Organize an Italian space delegation visit to India by mid-2025. 

 Energy Transition 

o Organize "Tech Summits" to foster industrial partnerships. 

o Collaborate on green hydrogen, biofuels, and renewable energy solutions. 

o Support the Global Biofuels Alliance and International Solar Alliance. 

 Defence Cooperation 

o Hold annual Joint Defence Consultative meetings and Joint Staff Talks. 

o Enhance interoperability and cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. 

o Develop a Defence Industrial Roadmap and MoU between SIDM and AIAD. 

o Focus on maritime cooperation and defence research. 

 Security Cooperation 

o Enhance cybersecurity, counterterrorism, and capacity-building efforts. 

o Hold yearly Joint Working Group meetings on international terrorism and crime. 

o Share best practices and conclude agreements on classified information protection. 

 Migration and Mobility 

o Promote safe migration channels and labour training, with a pilot project for health 

professionals. 

o Enhance student, researcher, and academic mobility. 

o Counter irregular migration effectively. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 Culture, Academia, Cinema, and Tourism 

o Foster exchanges between universities and technical education institutions. 

o Collaborate on exhibitions, heritage preservation, and restoration projects. 

o Promote film co-productions and enhance tourism. 

o Strengthen cultural bonds and implement the 2023 Executive Programme of Cultural 

Cooperation. 
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Page 07 :  GS 1 & 3 : Geography & Disaster Management 

The Teesta Valley, severely impacted by the 2023 Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) and subsequent dam 

breach, faces further risk from the 2025 monsoon. 

 
 Experts urge both Sikkim and West Bengal to implement coordinated disaster management 

strategies. 

 A comprehensive approach, including structural and non-structural measures, is crucial for 

mitigating future risks. 

Warning for the Teesta Valley 
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 The Teesta Valley has only six months to prepare before the 2025 monsoon exacerbates the damage 

caused by the 2023 Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) and the subsequent dam breach by NHPC 

Ltd. 

 The 2023 disaster claimed over 100 lives, disrupted livelihoods, destroyed assets and critical military 

installations, and caused significant ecological damage across Sikkim and West Bengal. 

Teesta River: 

 Location: The Teesta River flows through the Indian states of Sikkim and West Bengal, and also 

passes through Bangladesh. 

 Origin: It originates from the Teesta Khangtse Glacier in the Himalayas, near the Sikkim-Tibet 

border.Length: Approximately 414 kilometres long. 

 Course: Flows southwards through the narrow mountain valleys of Sikkim, then through the plains 

of West Bengal before entering Bangladesh, where it eventually merges with the Jamuna River. 

 Tributaries: Key tributaries include the Rangit, Mahananda, and Dikchu rivers. 

 Hydroelectric Potential: Known for its potential in hydropower generation, with several hydroelectric 

projects along its course. 

 Controversies: Disputes over water sharing between India and Bangladesh. 

Lack of Coordinated Response 

 The governments of Sikkim and West Bengal have been working in isolation, focusing only on their 

respective areas instead of addressing the issue at a broader landscape level. 

 The two states need to implement both structural and non-structural mitigation measures across 

the Teesta Valley before the next monsoon to reduce the future flood impacts. 

Call for Central Assistance and Joint Committee 

 Central assistance is necessary due to the scale and complexity of the problem, which cannot be 

handled at the state level. 

 A joint Sikkim-West Bengal committee is recommended to address common issues and develop 

coordinated disaster management strategies for both states. 

Urgent Rehabilitation and Infrastructure Repair 

 The disaster has displaced numerous families, worsening their economic stability and mental 

distress. 

 The NH10 road, crucial for transport, remains unstable, further burdening infrastructure and the 

local economy. 

 Urgent repairs to roads and bridges, along with reinforcement of evacuation centres with backup 

solar power, are necessary. 

Sustainable Mitigation Measures 

 Sustainable engineering solutions like re-channeling the Teesta River and strengthening land-use 

planning are vital to prevent future damage. 

 Non-structural measures such as early warning systems, afforestation programs, and awareness 

campaigns are essential for long-term disaster resilience. 
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UPSC Mains PYQ : 2020 

Ques : How will the melting of Himalayan glaciers have a far-reaching impact on the water 

resources of India? 
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Page 10 : GS : 2 & 3 – International Relations & Indian Economy  

Donald Trump, as U.S. President-elect, proposed tariffs of up to 60% on Chinese imports to address the 

U.S. trade deficit with China and counter China’s subsidisation of domestic production. 

 A 10% import tariff was also threatened on European Union imports. 

 
Proposed Tariffs and India’s Position 

 India’s exports to global markets face potential tariff hikes, especially in sectors like textiles, steel, 

and electronics. 

 Protectionist policies by nations like the U.S. and EU aim to correct trade imbalances but create 

challenges for Indian exporters. 

 Indian manufacturers face stiff competition from heavily subsidised foreign goods, making local 

products less competitive. 

Impact of Tariffs on India 

 Inflationary Pressures: Increased import tariffs on Indian goods could make exported items more 

expensive, reducing demand. 

 Trade Balance Issues: Tariffs imposed on Indian exports may widen the trade deficit, especially with 

large trading partners like the U.S. or EU. 

 Domestic Boost: Shifts in global trade due to tariffs could encourage India to strengthen domestic 

manufacturing and reduce reliance on imports. 

 Global Trade Wars: Retaliatory tariffs from India and other affected nations could escalate trade 

conflicts, destabilising global markets and impacting commodity prices. 

Material Impact: A Hypothetical Example 
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 If a textile product from India costs ₹7,000 and is sold abroad for $100 (₹8,000), a 10% tariff raises 

the cost to $110. 

 The price hike makes Indian goods less competitive, giving an advantage to domestic producers in 

the importing country. 

India’s Potential Responses 

 Incentivizing Exporters: Subsidies or tax rebates could offset the tariff burden on Indian exporters. 

 Currency Adjustments: India could consider a controlled depreciation of the rupee to make exports 

cheaper and more attractive. 

 Policy Reforms: Strengthening “Make in India” initiatives and improving ease of doing business can 

bolster India’s global competitiveness. 

Conclusion 

 India must adopt targeted strategies to mitigate tariff impacts while leveraging global challenges to 

enhance domestic production and trade resilience. 

 

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2017 

Ques : ‘China is using its economic relations and positive trade surplus as tools to develop potential 

military power status in Asia’, In the light of this statement, discuss its impact on India as her 

neighbour. 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Social Justice-Health 

The article discusses the challenges posed by high-altitude sickness (AMS) in the Himalayan regions, where 

inadequate healthcare infrastructure and rapid ascents lead to fatalities. 

 It highlights the importance of preventive measures, early interventions, and improved medical 

facilities in reducing risks associated with AMS. 

 
Infrastructural Challenges 

 Healthcare Facilities: Many Himalayan regions lack adequate healthcare facilities to manage AMS 

cases, particularly beyond major towns. 

o While some areas like Leh have specialised facilities, most regions lack basic preventive health 

screenings at entry points for tourists. 
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 Health Screening Proposal: Implementing health screenings, similar to the old “Inner Line Permit” 

system, could help save lives by identifying at-risk tourists before they venture into high-altitude 

areas. 

High-Altitude Sickness (AMS) 

 Definition: High-altitude sickness, or Acute Mountain Sickness (AMS), occurs when the body cannot 

acclimatise to high elevations, usually above 8,000 feet (2,400 metres). 

 Symptoms: Early symptoms include headache, nausea, fatigue, and shortness of breath. Without 

treatment, AMS can escalate into high-altitude pulmonary edema (HAPE) or high-altitude cerebral 

edema (HACE), both of which are life-threatening conditions requiring immediate medical attention. 

 Causes: At high altitudes, the body struggles to get enough oxygen, which can lead to hypoxia. The 

body increases breathing and red blood cell production, which can strain the heart. 

Registration System 

 Mandatory Registration: A mandatory registration system for tourists would help authorities track 

tourist movement, respond quickly to emergencies, and support research on high-altitude illnesses. 

Prevention and Treatment 

 Gradual Ascent: Gradual ascent is crucial to acclimatise the body to reduced oxygen levels. 

 Medications: Acetazolamide and Dexamethasone may help with acclimatisation and symptom 

relief, but descent remains the primary treatment. 

 Immediate Descent: Descending to lower altitudes is the most effective treatment for AMS, HAPE, 

and HACE. 

Policy Proposals 

 Healthcare Infrastructure: Establish state-of-the-art medical facilities in high-altitude regions and 

create research centres for AMS. 

 Air Ambulance Services: Equip regions with air-ambulance services for rapid evacuations. 

 Information Dissemination: Provide health and safety information at check-in points and on 

government websites. 
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Page 12 : GS 3 : Internal Security 

WhatsApp plans to appeal the Competition Commission of India’s (CCI) ruling imposing 

a $25.4 million fine for anti-competitive practices related to its 2021 privacy policy. 

 The policy, requiring user data sharing with Meta-owned apps for advertising, 

sparked concerns over competition and privacy, with allegations that WhatsApp 

exploited its dominant position to enforce the terms. 

Competition Commission of India (CCI) 

 About 

o It is a statutory body established in March 2009 under the Competition Act, 

2002. 

 Objectives: 

o Eliminate practices having adverse effect on competition 

o Promote and sustain competition 

o Protect the interests of consumers 

o Ensure freedom of trade in the markets of India 

 Members: It consists of one Chairperson and six members who shall be 

appointed by the Central Government. 

Functions of CCI 

 The commission is a quasi-judicial body who also gives opinions to statutory 

authorities. 

 It is also mandated to undertake competition advocacy, create public awareness 

and impart training on competition issues. 

 In order to fulfil its objectives, the commission may: 

o conduct an enquiry into certain kinds of agreements and dominant position 

of enterprise, 

o determine whether an agreement has AAEC (appreciable adverse effects on 

competition). 

WhatsApp’s 2021 privacy policy 

 About 

o In January 2021 WhatsApp rolled out a new privacy policy and had given 

users time till 28 February 2021 to accept and update. 

o The 2021 update introduced significant changes, particularly in sharing user 

data between WhatsApp and Meta’s platforms like Facebook and Instagram. 

o It allowed the sharing of user data, including phone numbers, contacts, and 

transaction details, for advertising and business-related purposes. 

o WhatsApp claims the update was necessary to improve business features. It 

assures users that private messages remain encrypted and secure. 

o The policy primarily concerns data shared with businesses and third-party 

apps for targeted ads and customer service integration. 
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 Concerns raised 

o WhatsApp's 2021 privacy policy sparked global controversy, particularly in India, over concerns 

about undue control over user data and limited consumer choice, with non-compliance risking 

app access loss. 

o While WhatsApp claimed the update aimed to enhance business-user communication, critics 

feared it would commercialize personal data. 

o The absence of comprehensive data protection laws in India heightened the backlash, prompting 

legal scrutiny and the CCI investigation. 

Have other countries raised objections? 

o WhatsApp has faced global legal challenges over its 2021 privacy policy. 

o European Union: In September 2021, Ireland’s data regulator fined WhatsApp GBP 225 million 

for failing to meet transparency requirements under the General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR). WhatsApp has appealed the decision. 

WhatsApp-CCI dispute 

 About 

o The WhatsApp-CCI dispute involves an investigation into WhatsApp's 2021 privacy policy, which 

mandated user data sharing with Meta, raising concerns about anti-competitive practices and 

data privacy violations. 

 CCI's probe against WhatsApp 

o The CCI initiated its probe in 2021 to assess whether the policy harmed competition by unfairly 

exploiting user data. 

o The CCI has now fined Meta $25.4 million and directed WhatsApp to stop sharing user data with 

Meta-owned apps for advertising purposes for the next five years. 

o This investigation is crucial in India, where data protection laws are still evolving. It has also 

sparked broader discussions about data privacy and competition law. 

 Timeline of WhatsApp-CCI dispute 

o January 2021: WhatsApp announced an update to its privacy policy, mandating users to accept 

terms that included sharing data with Facebook and its subsidiaries. 

o March 2021: The CCI launched a suo moto investigation into the update, citing concerns over 

potential abuse of dominance and anti-competitive practices. 

o April 2021: WhatsApp and Meta challenged the CCI’s jurisdiction in the Delhi High Court. The 

Delhi High Court dismissed the petitions, allowing the CCI to proceed. 

o August, 2022: A division bench of the Delhi High Court upheld the single judge’s decision, 

reaffirming the CCI’s authority. 

o October 2022: The Supreme Court dismissed appeals by WhatsApp and Meta, permitting the 

investigation to continue. 

o November 18, 2024: The CCI fined Meta $25.4 million and ordered WhatsApp to stop sharing 

user data with other Meta-owned apps for advertising purposes for five years. 

o November 19, 2024: Meta announced its intention to appeal the CCI’s decision. 
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Page : 09 Editorial Analysis  

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

 The Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) aims to align imported goods with EU carbon 

standards, targeting emissions-heavy sectors like steel and cement. 

 Criticised by developing nations, including India, as discriminatory, CBAM shifts emission 

accountability to exporters without considering historical emissions or development disparities.It 

raises concerns over global trade and climate equity. 

Introduction 

 Protectionist measures like the European Union’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (EU-CBAM) 

are creating friction between developed and developing nations in tackling climate issues. 

 India has criticised the CBAM as “arbitrary,” raising concerns over its discriminatory nature and 

potential economic impacts. 

What Is the European Union’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (EU-CBAM)? 

Objective: 

 Ensures imported goods meet carbon emission costs comparable to EU-produced goods, 

promoting fair competition and reducing carbon leakage. 

 The EU-CBAM is a tax on carbon emissions embedded in certain imported goods into the EU. 

 It aims to ensure a level playing field for EU industries and prevent “carbon leakage”. 

 It applies to specific carbon-intensive products like iron, steel, cement, aluminium, fertilisers, 

electricity, and hydrogen. 

 Importers will need to purchase CBAM certificates to cover the carbon emissions embodied in their 

imported goods. 

 The EU-CBAM is expected to encourage non-EU producers to reduce their carbon emissions to 

avoid the tax. 

The CBAM Mechanism and Its Impacts 

 Purpose of CBAM: 

GS Paper 02 : International Relations,  

GS Paper 03 : Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: The Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

raises concerns about equity and fairness in global climate policies. Discuss its 

implications for developing nations like India and suggest equitable alternatives to 

ensure climate justice in international trade.  (250 Words /15 marks)   
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o Aims to ensure imported goods bear carbon emission costs comparable to EU-produced 

goods. 

o Exporters must report emissions and purchase certificates matching those emissions. 

o CBAM’s definitive phase will begin on January 1, 2026. 

 Impact on India: 

o The EU is a major trade partner, accounting for 20.33% of India’s total merchandise exports, 

of which 25.7% are CBAM-affected. 

o Key affected exports include iron and steel (76.83%), aluminium, cement, and fertilizers. 

o India sees CBAM as discriminatory and has called for a united response from developing 

nations. 

Complex Perceptions and Challenges 

 Diverse Perspectives: 

o Developing countries have differing aspirations and vulnerabilities to climate change, 

influencing their views on CBAM. 

o Multilateral trade and cultural ties also affect their responses to CBAM. 

 Accountability for Emissions: 

o Under UNFCCC’s production-based accounting, emissions from exported goods are counted 

in the exporting country’s inventory. 

o This often results in developing nations being blamed for climate change despite exporting 

to developed countries. 

India’s Proposed Arguments Against CBAM 

 Insufficient Time for Adaptation: 

o The EU has had decades to implement emission reduction targets, such as reducing GHG 

emissions by 20% by 2020 under the 2008 Climate Action Package and 55% under the 2019 

European Green Deal. 

o Developing nations require comparable timelines for adaptation. 

 Revenue Sharing for Empowerment: 

o The EU plans to retain CBAM revenues (€5-14 billion annually by 2030) to fund domestic 

recovery tools like NextGenerationEU. 

o India suggests that sharing these funds with trading partners could help in capacity building 

and technology transfer. 

 Alternative Emission Accounting Frameworks: 

o India proposes Equity-based Accounting (EBA), which allocates emission responsibilities 

among trade partners based on equity principles. 

o EBA would consider per capita GDP, emissions, trade benefits, and avoided emissions to 

ensure fairness. 

Criticism of CBAM 
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 CBAM undermines principles of compensatory and distributive justice by disregarding historical 

emissions and developmental disparities. 

 India views CBAM as an attempt by the EU to impose its climate leadership agenda on non-EU 

nations. 

Conclusion 

 India advocates for collaborative and equitable climate policies, urging developing nations to align 

their arguments for fairer trade and environmental accountability. 

 Frameworks like EBA can help balance emission responsibilities and promote justice in international 

climate negotiations. 

 


