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Page  01 : GS 3 :  Internal Security 

The The Union Home Ministry has reimposed the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) in six police 

station limits of Manipur due to ongoing ethnic violence. 

 The re-imposition, effective until March 2025, aims to assist security forces in controlling insurgent 

activities. 

 
Analysis of the news: 

 The Union Home Ministry reimposed AFSPA in Manipur on Thursday due to ethnic violence. 

 Six police station limits in five districts have been declared “disturbed areas” for security operations. 

 These areas include parts of Imphal West, Imphal East, Jiribam, Bishnupur, and Kangpokpi. 

 AFSPA was withdrawn in April 2022 due to improved security, but the situation remains volatile. 

 The reimposed AFSPA will be effective until March 31, 2025. 

 The Army and Assam Rifles can operate freely without waiting for Magistrates or police. 

 Ethnic violence between Meitei and Kuki-Zo people has led to over 240 deaths since May 2023. 

 Recent violence since November 7 has killed at least 14 people. 

 Central and State governments can issue disturbed area notifications under AFSPA. 

Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 (AFSPA) 

 AFSPA Act Overview : The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) is an Indian law that grants 

special powers to the armed forces in regions declared “disturbed areas.”The Act is designed to 

enable the military to act with more authority and less restriction in areas facing internal 

disturbances or insurgency. 
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 Imposition of AFSPA : AFSPA is imposed by the state or central government, based on the 

assessment of the security situation.A region is declared a “disturbed area” by the government, 

typically after an evaluation of violence, insurgency, or unrest.The government can impose AFSPA in 

such areas to allow security forces to operate more freely, even without a Magistrate’s permission. 

 Who Can Impose : AFSPA The state or central government can declare areas as disturbed and 

impose AFSPA.The power to impose AFSPA lies with the Governor of a state or the central 

government. 

 Need for AFSPA : It is seen as essential for maintaining law and order in areas facing insurgencies, 

militancy, or severe civil unrest.AFSPA allows security forces to act swiftly against insurgents and 

militants. 

 Issues Associated with AFSPA :  The law has been criticised for empowering security forces with 

excessive powers, leading to human rights abuses.Allegations of arbitrary arrests, extrajudicial 

killings, and torture are often raised against the military and police.Calls for its repeal stem from 

concerns over the violation of civil liberties, particularly in regions like Kashmir and Northeast 

India.Prolonged imposition of AFSPA in regions has sparked debates on its effectiveness and its 

negative impact on local populations. 

 

 

Mains PYQ : 2015 

Ques : Human rights activists constantly highlight the view that the Armed Forces (Special Powers) 

Act, 1958 (AFSPA) is a draconian act leading to cases of human rights abuses by the security forces. 

What sections of AFSPA are opposed by the activists? Critically evaluate the requirement with 

reference to the view held by the Apex Court. 
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Page 07 : Prelims Fact  

The article highlights the discovery of insulin, a pivotal medical breakthrough that transformed diabetes 

treatment. 

 It traces the journey from early research to the development of recombinant DNA technology for 

mass insulin production, commemorating Sir Frederick Banting’s legacy on World Diabetes Day. 

 
Endocrine Glands and Insulin Discovery 

 Endocrine glands release hormones in small quantities to regulate bodily functions. 

 The pancreas is both an endocrine and exocrine organ, controlling blood sugar through insulin. 

 World Diabetes Day is observed on November 14 to honour Sir Frederick Banting. 

Type 1 Diabetes Mellitus (T1DM) 

 Type 1 diabetes (T1DM) is an autoimmune disease attacking insulin-producing cells in the pancreas. 
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 T1DM commonly affects children and young adults, with 9 million global cases. 

 In India, the incidence of T1DM is 4.9 per 100,000 annually. 

 The cause remains unclear, but genetic and environmental factors are suspected. 

Historical Insights and Early Research 

 Symptoms of diabetes were known in ancient civilizations but lacked scientific understanding. 

 Paul Langerhans discovered the islets of Langerhans in the pancreas in 1869. 

 In 1889, research linked the pancreas to blood sugar regulation. 

Climax at the University of Toronto 

 Frederick Banting, John Macleod, and Charles Best isolated insulin in 1921. 

 James Collip purified insulin for human use, making it safe and effective. 

 Leonard Thompson received the first successful insulin injection in 1922. 

 Banting and Macleod were awarded the Nobel Prize in 1923, amidst credit controversies. 

Mass Production and Modern Advances 

 Banting sold insulin’s patent to the University of Toronto for $1 to ensure widespread production. 

 Recombinant DNA technology in the 1980s enabled mass production of human insulin from 

bacteria. 

Prelims PYQ 2023 

Ques : Microsatellite DNA' is used in the case of which one of the following? 

 

a) Studying the evolutionary relationships among various species of fauna 

 

b) Stimulating 'stem cells' to transform into diverse functional tissues 

 

c) Promoting clonal propagation of horticultural plants 

 

d) Assessing the efficacy of drugs by conducting series of drug trials in a population 

 

Ans  : a) 
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Page 13 : Prelims Fact  

Portugal is facing a significant migration crisis, particularly among young professionals, due to low wages, 

high taxes, and a housing crisis. 

 In response, the government has proposed tax breaks and housing assistance to retain talent. 

 However, many remain sceptical about the effectiveness of these measures in improving job 

opportunities. 

 
 

Portugal’s Efforts to Retain Young Talent 

 Government Measures 

o The government is offering tax breaks for young workers, including a potential 100% income tax 

exemption. 

o Additional housing assistance is being provided to make staying in Portugal more attractive for 

young people. 

 Tax and Wage Disparities 

o Portugal has the eighth-highest tax burden in the OECD. 
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o The average after-tax income in Portugal is much lower than in countries like the Netherlands, 

incentivizing migration. 

 Concerns Over Housing and Job Opportunities 

o Many young people are sceptical about job prospects and housing affordability. 

o The housing crisis is 

worsened by wealthy 

foreigners attracted by tax 

breaks and easy residency 

rights. 

 The Brain Drain Problem 

o About 850,000 

Portuguese nationals 

aged 15-39 currently live 

abroad. 

o Emigration results in 

significant loss of tax 

revenue and social 

security contributions, 

costing Portugal billions 

each year. 

 EU-Wide Issue 

 Portugal’s talent flight is part 

of a broader issue affecting 

Southern and Central Europe. 

 Workers migrate to wealthier 

northern European countries 

for better wages and career opportunities. 

 This migration contributes to regional labour shortages and hampers economic growth. 
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Page 15 : Prelims Fact 

Scientists recently discovered the world’s largest coral near the Solomon Islands in the Pacific Ocean, 

spanning over two basketball courts. 

 This unique 300-year-old coral highlights the resilience of marine life amidst the global coral crisis, 

offering hope for conservation efforts. 

 
Analysis of the news: 
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 A massive coral, the largest ever discovered, has been found near the Solomon Islands in the Pacific 

Ocean. 

 The coral stretches over an area larger than two basketball courts. 

 Initially mistaken for a shipwreck, it is believed to be about 300 years old. 

 Unlike coral reefs made of multiple colonies, this coral is a single, solitary structure. 

 It serves as an essential habitat for various marine species, from small crustaceans to larger fish. 

 The discovery is significant amid the global coral crisis, which has been worsened by climate change. 

 The coral’s resilience offers hope for the survival of similar ecosystems. 

 Scientists hope the discovery will inspire more research and conservation efforts to protect coral 

habitats. 

 

 

Prelims PYQ 

Ques :  Consider the following statements : 

1.Most of the world’s coral reefs are in tropical waters. 

2.More than one—third of the world’s coral reefs are located in the territories of Australia, Indonesia and 

Philippines. 

3.Coral reefs host far more number of animal phyla than those hosted by tropical rainforests. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Ans : d) 
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          In News  : Birsa Munda 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch a commemorative stamp and coin to honour tribal icon Birsa 

Munda’s 150th birth anniversary. 

 He will also inaugurate and lay the foundation for tribal welfare 

projects worth over ₹6,640 crore in Jamui, Bihar. 

More About Birsa Munda (1875–1900): 

 Birthplace: Ulihatu, Ranchi, Bihar (now Jharkhand) 

 Ethnicity: Munda tribe 

 Movement: Led the Ulgulan (Munda Rebellion) against British 

colonial rule. 

 Key Objective: Fought for the rights of tribal communities, land 

rights, and against exploitation by landlords and the British. 

 Role: Considered a freedom fighter, social reformer, and religious 

leader. 

 Religious Influence: Promoted the Birsait religion, encouraging 

Munda tribes to reject foreign influence. 

 Major Achievements: Revived tribal culture and resistance, 

became a symbol of tribal pride. 

 Legacy: Revered as “Dharti Aba” (Father of the Earth), and his 

contribution is honoured across India.. 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper 02 : Governance & International Relations 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Discuss the factors contributing to the rise of 

authoritarian tendencies in modern democracies. Analyse the impact of these 

tendencies on India’s democratic institutions and suggest measures to strengthen 

democratic resilience in the country.  (150 words/10m)  
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Context : 

 In recent years, democracies worldwide, including India, face rising authoritarian pressures that 

challenge institutional independence, media freedom, and civic rights. 

 Factors such as socioeconomic disparities, identity politics, and populism fuel this trend, 

undermining democratic ideals. 

 Safeguarding India’s democratic framework requires vigilance, institutional resilience, and public 

commitment to core democratic values. 

Challenges Facing Indian Democracy 

 Systemic Obstacles to Fair Functioning: 

o Despite being the world’s largest democracy, India faces complex systemic issues that challenge 

its democratic institutions. 

o Social inequalities, economic disparities, and regional divides often complicate governance and 

weaken the public’s trust in democratic systems. 

 Polarisation and Identity Politics: 

o Growing polarisation along caste, religion, and regional lines impacts the spirit of democracy. 

o This focus on divisions can create an environment conducive to authoritarian tendencies. 

Democratic Backsliding in Global Context 

 Global Rise of Authoritarianism: 

o In recent years, several democracies worldwide have experienced a drift toward authoritarianism. 

o Nations like Hungary and Turkey, once praised for their democratic structures, have witnessed a 

tightening of control by leaders, who exploit existing institutions to centralise power and 

undermine checks and balances. 

 Lessons for India: 

o The experience of these nations serves as a cautionary tale for India. 

o Independent courts and a free press uphold democracy, but leaders often undermine them for 

personal power. 

o Democratic safeguards like judiciary and press freedom weaken when leaders use populism to 

consolidate unchecked authority. 

Socioeconomic Inequality and Democratic Vulnerabilities 

 Socioeconomic Disparities: 

o Economic inequality in India poses a significant risk to democratic health. 

o The growing divide between urban and rural populations weakens democratic representation 

and fuels political resentment. 

o Socioeconomic inequalities often lead to resentment, which political leaders exploit to gain 

support and power. 

 Impact on Voter Demographics: 
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o A large segment of the population, particularly the rural and economically marginalised, is 

susceptible to populist promises. 

o Leaders who prioritise identity-based appeals over developmental policies can exploit these 

divisions to consolidate power, as seen globally. 

Erosion of Democratic Institutions 

 Weakening of Institutional Independence: 

o Over time, democratic institutions in India, such as the judiciary, the Election Commission, and 

investigative agencies, have faced accusations of politicisation. 

o This politicisation can dilute the neutrality of these bodies, making it difficult to ensure fair 

governance and eroding public trust in democracy. 

 Media Control and Information Manipulation: 

o An independent press is essential to a functioning democracy, yet concerns over media 

ownership, government influence, and censorship are increasing. 

o The concentration of media ownership and pressure on journalists restricts critical coverage, 

allowing leaders to control narratives and shape public opinion. 

Authoritarian Tendencies in Indian Governance 

 Centralization of Power: 

o The increasing centralization of authority within the executive branch has led to concerns over 

the weakening of federalism. 

o While centralised decision-making can provide quick responses in crisis situations, unchecked 

central authority risks undermining state autonomy and creating a lopsided power structure. 

 Restrictive Policies on Civil Liberties: 

o The use of restrictive laws and regulations, such as those related to national security or sedition, 

raises concerns about stifling dissent. 

o Democracies thrive on open debate and criticism, yet limitations on civil liberties in the name of 

order and security may limit the scope for healthy public discourse. 

 Populism and Identity Politics: 

o Populist narratives that exploit religious and caste-based identities have gained traction, often 

sidelining critical issues. 

o While such promises can secure electoral wins, they undermine the democratic ideal of 

governance that serves all citizens equally. 

The Need for Strengthening Democratic Principles 

 Reinforcing Institutional Independence: 

o Safeguarding the autonomy of democratic institutions is crucial to ensuring accountability and 

transparency. 

o Strengthening the judiciary, Election Commission, and other key institutions can reinforce public 

trust and help prevent power consolidation. 
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 Media Freedom and Transparency: 

o Ensuring freedom of the press and supporting independent journalism are essential for 

maintaining transparency and accountability. 

o A robust and unbiased media enables informed citizenry, critical discourse, and checks on power. 

Lessons from Global Democratic Decline 

 Importance of Vigilance Against Authoritarian Drift: 

o The experiences of other democracies demonstrate the gradual nature of authoritarian shifts. 

o By remaining vigilant and fostering a culture of accountability, India can mitigate the risks of 

democratic backsliding. 

 Encouraging Social Cohesion: 

o In a country as diverse as India, promoting social cohesion and unity across different 

communities is critical to a healthy democracy. 

o Policies that prioritise inclusivity over identity politics help reduce divisions that can be exploited 

by authoritarian forces. 

Conclusion 

 Democracy is India’s strength, rooted in its Constitution and values of freedom, equality, and 

secularism. 

 Upholding these principles amidst challenges requires a commitment from both leaders and citizens 

to protect democratic ideals. 

 

 


