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Page  01 : Prelims fact 

The Supreme Court recently intervened in the issue of state-led demolitions targeting accused individuals, 

particularly in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan, where families were punished without due 

process. 

 The Court issued binding directives to ensure accountability and prevent arbitrary action by public 

officials.It emphasised the constitutional rights of the accused and their families. 

 
Context and Concerns over “Bulldozer Culture” 

 The Supreme Court addressed the issue of state-led demolitions that targeted homes of accused 

persons awaiting trial, particularly criticising instances where demolitions were executed without due 

process. 

 This judgement followed petitions from states such as Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and 

Rajasthan, where affected citizens alleged that demolitions were performed to punish the accused, 

often with communal undertones. 

Directives Issued by the Supreme Court 

 The Court, using its powers under Article 142 of the Constitution, laid out strict, binding directives 

for state authorities involved in demolitions. 

 Key directives include a mandatory 15-day prior notice to occupants, specifying unauthorised 

construction violations and reasons for demolition. 
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 Occupants must be given an opportunity to contest demolition actions through a designated 

authority, and any final decision must be accompanied by detailed reasoning. 

 The entire demolition process must be videographed, and violators of these guidelines would face 

prosecution and contempt action. 

Ensuring Accountability of Public Officials 

 Public officials who fail to adhere to these guidelines would be held accountable, facing contempt 

action, prosecution, and potential restitution of destroyed property. 

 The Court emphasised the importance of public trust in executive actions, stressing that higher 

power mandates greater responsibility to act fairly and justly. 

Rule of Law and the Rights of the Accused 

 The Supreme Court reiterated the principle that an accused is innocent until proven guilty, 

emphasising the separation of powers where only the judiciary has the authority to convict. 

 Collective punishment, such as demolishing family homes to penalise the accused, was deemed 

unconstitutional and against the “rule of law,”which is part of the Basic Structure of the Constitution. 

Protecting the Innocent and Maintaining Accountability 

 The Court noted that innocent family members residing with the accused should not be subjected 

to punishment, questioning the fairness of penalising families uninvolved in alleged crimes. 

 Officials must prove in court that a demolition was not a punitive measure against an accused 

person; selective demolitions could suggest a possible misuse of power. 

Importance of Home and Dignity 

 For many, building a home represents years of hard work and a source of dignity and security. 

 The Court observed that demolishing homes should only occur as a last resort after thorough 

assessment, underscoring the sanctity and personal significance of family homes. 

 

Prelims Practice Question 

Ques : With reference to the Supreme Court of India consider the following statements: 

 

1. The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is smaller than that of Federal Court of Appeal established under 

Government of India Act, 1935. 

2. The present sanctioned strength of Supreme Court is 34 including the Chief Justice of India. 

3. The person appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court has to make and subscribe an oath or 

affirmation before the Chief Justice of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 2 only 

 

Ans  : c) 
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Page 07 : GS 3 : Indian Economy - Agriculture  

India’s booming agricultural exports, valued at $53.1 billion in 2022-23, raise concerns about sustainability. 

 The production of high-demand commodities like tea and sugar presents ecological and social 

challenges, while alternative crops like millets offer sustainable solutions. 

 Balancing economic growth with sustainability is crucial for India’s agrarian economy. 

 
Introduction 
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 India’s agricultural exports reached $53.1 billion in 2022-23, showing a six-fold increase from 2004-

05, highlighting the economic significance of exports for revenue and foreign exchange. 

 The rapid growth of exports, however, raises concerns about the sustainability of production, 

processing, and distribution systems. 

Defining Sustainability for Agricultural Commodities 

 True Sustainability: An agricultural commodity is sustainable when it meets economic, ecological, 

and social criteria, supported by strong governance. 

 Beyond Production: Sustainability should encompass pre-sowing, on-farm, and post-harvest 

stages, as seen in tea and sugar industries. 

Sustainability Challenges in the Tea Industry 

 Global Standing: India is the world’s fourth-largest tea exporter and second-largest producer, with 

major export markets in the UAE, Russia, and the U.S. 

 Human-Wildlife Conflicts: About 70% of tea plantations border forests, leading to frequent 

interactions with wildlife, notably elephants, causing conflicts. 

 Chemical Use: Heavy reliance on synthetic pesticides, with residues like DDT and Endosulfan found 

in tea, poses health risks to consumers. 

 Labour Issues: Workers, primarily women, often face low wages, unsafe conditions, and inadequate 

protective gear despite regulations like the Plantations Labour Act, 1951. 

Sustainability Issues in the Sugar Industry 

 Production Scale: India is the second-largest sugar producer, exporting to over 121 countries; 

sugar exports increased by 291% from 2013-14 to 2021-22. 

 Water Consumption: Sugar cane, a water-intensive crop, uses 1,500–2,000 kg of water per kg of 

sugar, depleting resources for other crops and stressing groundwater. 

 Biodiversity Impact: Expanding sugarcane cultivation in Karnataka and Maharashtra has converted 

natural ecosystems, leading to biodiversity loss. 

 Labour Concerns: Long working hours, harsh conditions, and rising temperatures exacerbate 

workers’ health issues and debt stress, necessitating stronger regulations. 

Millets: A Sustainable Alternative 

 Environmental Benefits: Millets are drought-resistant, promote soil health, and ensure nutritional 

security, serving as an example of sustainable agriculture. 

 Export Growth: Millet exports grew significantly, reaching $75.45 million in 2022-23, indicating 

their potential for economic and environmental benefits. 

Conclusion 

 India’s agriculture operates within a dual domestic and export market, raising ecological and social 

sustainability concerns in the supply chain. 

 Recommendation: Addressing environmental challenges, worker welfare, and consumer safety is 

crucial for an inclusive and sustainable agrarian economy that benefits both local and global 

markets. 
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Prelims Practice Question 

Ques : Which of the following commodities is/are included under the Essential Commodities (EC) 

Act, 1955? 

 

1. Oilseeds 

2. Kerosene 

3. Fertilizers 

4. Pulses 

 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

 

a) 1 and 4 only 

b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

Ans  : d) 
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Page 07 : Prelims Fact  

A recent study highlights the severe decline of African elephant populations, 

with savannah and forest elephants facing significant threats from poaching 

and habitat loss. 

 While northern regions have been hit hardest, conservation efforts in 

southern Africa show some population recovery. 

Analysis of the news: 

 A comprehensive study has revealed a sharp decline in African elephant 

populations over the past 50 years, focusing on savannah and forest 

elephants. 

 Using data from 475 sites in 37 African countries, researchers found 

savannah elephant populations fell by about 70% and forest elephant 

populations by around 90% at the surveyed sites. 

 On average, the total elephant population at these sites dropped by 

77%, largely due to poaching and habitat loss. 

 Some regions, particularly northern and eastern Africa, have seen local 

extinctions, with pressures highest in areas like the Sahel. 

 However, certain areas in southern Africa, such as Botswana, Zimbabwe, 

and Namibia, have seen population increases due to effective 

conservation efforts and active management. 

 The study did not calculate a total population but observed trends at 

surveyed locations, with previous estimates placing the combined 

population between 415,000 and 540,000 elephants as of 2016. 

African Elephant 

 Scientific Name: Loxodonta africana (savanna elephant) and Loxodonta 

cyclotis (forest elephant) 

 Habitat: Found in various ecosystems across sub-Saharan Africa, 

including savannas, forests, deserts, and marshes. 

 Physical Characteristics: Largest land animals; savanna elephants have 

larger ears and are larger than forest elephants. 

 Social Structure: Matriarchal groups led by a female, with strong family 

bonds; males often live solitary or in bachelor groups. 

 Diet: Herbivorous, consuming up to 300 pounds of vegetation daily. 

 Conservation Status: The African forest elephant is critically 

endangered, while the African savanna elephant is endangered. 

 Conservation Efforts: African Elephant Action Plan and 

 CITES : Appendix I protection. 
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Page 14 : Prelims Fact 

The 29th COP negotiations focus on setting a new climate finance goal (NCQG) to aid developing countries 

in meeting emission targets. 

 With varied funding options proposed, achieving consensus remains challenging, reflecting 

divergent priorities among participating nations. 

 
Analysis of the news: 

 The 29th Conference of Parties (COP) has released an initial negotiating text, outlining options for 

climate finance commitments by 190 countries. 

 The key issue in focus is the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) on Climate Finance, proposing 

at least $5-6.8 trillion by 2030 for developing countries to meet their climate targets. 

 This funding would assist developing nations in achieving Nationally Determined Contributions 

(NDCs) by reducing emissions and transitioning to renewable energy. 

 Multiple options for NCQG amounts are included in the text, ranging from a blanket $5-7 trillion to 

other structured annual estimates. 

 Clauses call for developed countries to recognize unmet commitments from the previous $100 

billion annual goal set for 2020-2025. 

 The document will need streamlining over the two-week COP period for feasible agreements to be 

reached. 
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Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Describe the major outcomes of the 29th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). What are the commitments made by 

India in this conference? 

          In News  : Booker Prize 

British writer Samantha Harvey won the Booker Prize 2024 for fiction with Orbital, a short, wonder-filled 

novel set aboard the International Space Station. 

 

About Booker Prize: 

 It is the world’s leading literary award for a single work of fiction. 

 Founded in the UK in 1969, the Booker Prize initially rewarded Commonwealth writers and now 

spans the globe: it is open to anyone regardless of origin. 

 It aims to promote the finest in fiction by rewarding the best novel of the year written in 

Eligibility: 
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 The Booker Prize awards any novel originally written in English and published in the UK and Ireland 

in the year of the prize, regardless of the nationality of their author. 

 The novel must be an original work in English (not a translation). 

 It must be published by a registered UK or Irish imprint; self-published novels are not eligible. 

 The winner receives £50,000, and each shortlisted author will be given £2,500. 

 The Booker Prize Foundation: It is a registered charity established in 2002. Since its inauguration in 

2005, it has been responsible for the award of the Man Booker Prize for Fiction and the Man Booker 

International Prize. 
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Context : 

 The issue of delimitation in India, which involves redrawing Lok Sabha constituency boundaries 

based on population, is gaining prominence. 

 The demographic disparities between Hindi-speaking and non-Hindi-speaking states could lead to 

major political shifts. 

 This threatens to undermine India’s federal structure, fostering regional inequalities and alienation. 

Introduction: Delimitation as a Critical Issue 

 Delimitation, a process of recalibrating the number of Lok Sabha seats per state based on 

population, is set to become a major issue in India. 

 Previous leaders like Indira Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee deferred the issue, recognizing its 

explosive potential. 

 The current generation is now at a crossroads regarding how to address this challenge. 

Federalism and India’s Political Structure 

 India is a federal union, with states as the federating units, primarily based on language and 

ethnicity. 

 The Supreme Court has emphasised that states are not arbitrary administrative units but political 

entities. 

 Indian unity was forged in the struggle against British imperialism, and it continues through a 

balance of power distribution between states. 

What is Delimitation? 

 According to Article 82 of the Indian Constitution, delimitation recalculates the number of Lok 

Sabha seats after every Census based on population. 

 The process was last conducted based on the 1971 Census. 

 The Indira Gandhi and Vajpayee governments suspended delimitation for 25 years each. 

 The freeze will end in 2026, unless a new amendment is passed. 

 The central government has hinted at a fresh delimitation before the 2029 elections. 

The Threat of Delimitation 

GS Paper 02 : Indian Polity & Social Justice  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Delimitation, if implemented without balancing 

federal principles, could exacerbate regional disparities in India. Discuss the 

potential impact of delimitation on India’s federal structure and suggest measures 

to preserve equitable representation across states.  (150 words/10m)  
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 Disproportionate Impact on Non-Hindi States: States like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal, 

with low fertility rates (1.6-1.8), may see a significant reduction in their representation in Parliament. 

In contrast, Hindi-speaking states with higher fertility rates (around 3.5) could see an increase in 

seats, thus strengthening the political dominance of Hindi heartland states. 

o If delimitation occurs, southern states’ parliamentary seats would drop from 25% to 17%, while 

Hindi heartland states’ share would increase from 40% to 60%. 

 Discriminatory Fund Allocation: States such as Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka 

contribute more in taxes but receive significantly less in return compared to states like Bihar and 

Uttar Pradesh. The 16th Finance Commission further exacerbates this imbalance. 

Risks of Majoritarianism and Regional Alienation 

 India’s diversity of ethno-linguistic groups, unlike countries like China or Russia, is central to its 

federalism. 

 However, with demographic changes and population growth concentrated in the Hindi-speaking 

regions, there is a risk that these states could dominate national policy at the expense of more 

developed, non-Hindi states. 

 Delimitation could lead to reduced representation for non-Hindi states in Union affairs, diminishing 

their influence despite contributing a disproportionate share of GDP and taxes. 

Proposed Solutions 

 Extend the Freeze: Like previous governments, extend the freeze on delimitation for another 25 

years, leaving the issue for future generations. 

 Permanently Freeze Delimitation: Discontinue any future redistribution of seats across states. 

 Implement Delimitation with New Federal Compact: Proceed with delimitation but 

simultaneously restructure federalism by transferring more powers to the states, especially on 

matters currently under the Concurrent List. 

 Increase Seats in Existing States: Retain the current seat allocation but increase the number of 

seats in each state to counterbalance the population growth in certain states. 

Conclusion: The Need for Balance 

 India’s federal structure is a unique experiment in diversity, unlike any other nation-state. 

 Delimitation must be handled carefully to avoid disrupting the delicate balance of power and to 

preserve India’s unity. 

 


